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Sheraton Dallas Hotel

Sunday, March 28, 2021

Dallas Hotel, Convention Center, Dallas,

1 MR. COTTON: Okay, folks. Please be seated.
2 We need to get going. We're a little bit past 10:00
3 o'clock as it is. I know we've got a number of members
4 who have flights that they need to catch.
5 I was in deposition, well, technically four
6 hours yesterday. It took them seven hours to get four
7 hours in. And I've got to go back at the end of this
38 meeting to let them finish up. It's the AG deposition
9 that I'm giving in our case here. So we need to get
10 going.
11 Let me get started by once again reminding
12 everyone of the cell phone notice so that I get all of it
13 legally correct.
14 Remember, cell phone use in the ballroom
15 during the Board Meeting -- and by cell phone use I mean

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Board of Directors Meeting

The Board of Directors Meeting of The National
Rifle Association of America convened in the Sheraton
Texas, on Sunday,
March 28, 2021, and was called to order at 10:07 o'clock

a.m., by First Vice President Charles Cotton.

Dallas, Texas
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1 anything: phone calls, texting, emails, anything -- is

2 absolutely prohibited.

3 And if you are using one, then you could

4 potentially be asked to leave the hall. We just have to

5 keep the information from going out.

6 Those of you all who have been in Board

7 Meetings know we have leaks like a submarine with a screen
8 door, and we're doing our best to prevent that from

9 happening. I think Whit is also going to give you some

10 information in a minute.

11 But let's get started first by asking Mr.

12 Carter, will you come forward and give us the opening

13 prayer and lead us in the Pledge.

14 MR. CARTER: Good morning.

15 MEMBERS OF THE BOARD (In Unison): Good

16 morning.

17 MR. CARTER: Father God, we come to you this
18 hour asking your blessings, wisdom, and help as we are

19 gathered together. We pray for guidance in the matters at
20 hand and ask that you would clearly show us how to conduct
21 our work with a spirit that is in the best interest of
22 this association, our NRA.
23 I pray this prayer and ask this in your Son,
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1 my Savior, Jesus Christ.
2 ALL IN ATTENDANCE (In uniscn): Amen.
3 MR. CARTER AND ALL IN ATTENDANCE (In unison):
4 I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of
5 America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one
0 nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice
7 for all.
8 MR. COTTON: Thank you, Chief Carter.
9 Mr. Secretary, would you please call the roll.
10 MR. FRAZER: Good morning.
11 MEMBERS OF THE BOARD (In Unison): Good
12 morning.
13 (Whereupon, at approximately 10:09 o'clock
14 a.m., Mr. Frazer began the calling of the roll.)
15 MR. FRAZER: Mr. President, we have a quorum.
16 MR. COTTON: Mr. Secretary, do you have any
17 information from those who were not able to attend?
18 MR. FRAZER: Yes, Mr. President.
19 The following Board Members had schedule
20 conflicts: Paul Babaz, Clel Baudler, Matt Blunt, Bob
21 Corbin, Carol Frampton, Il Ling New, Johnny Nugent, Ted
22 Nugent, Leroy Sisco, Kristy Titus, Blaine Wade, and Don
23 Young.
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1 The following Board Members are absent for

2 health reasons: Bill Bachenberg, Bob Brown, Dave Butz,

3 Allan Cors, Susan Howard, Herb Lanford, Wayne Ross.

4 The following are absent for family health

5 reasons: Kim Rhode, Oliver North, Bill Satterfield,

6 Dwight Van Horn.

7 And Todd Ellis is absent for weather-related

8 reasons.

9 MR. COTTON: Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

10 In view of the fact that this is not a

11 normally-scheduled meeting where we have quite a bit of
12 time to plan for it -- it was called, as you all know, on
13 relatively short order -- the Chair is going to excuse all
14 of those folks who had schedule conflicts. They simply
15 didn't have time to prepare for it.
16 Also, the Chair is going to excuse those that
17 are out for health reasons and family health reasons.
18 The agenda has -- Congressman Barr?
19 MR. BARR: Thank you. I know I don't have the
20 best hearing in the world, but did I just hear somebody's
21 phone go off?
22 MR. COTTON: Did anybody's phone go off?
23 (No response.)
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1 MR. COTTON: This old shooter has bad ears,

2 SO ——

3 MR. BARR: Mine doesn't count.

4 (Laughter.)

5 MR. BARR: Okay. I thought I heard something.
o MR. COTTON: Thanks, Bob.

7 The Agenda has been distributed.

8 Are there any amendments or additions?

9 (No response.)
10 MR. COTTON: Hearing none, the Agenda is

11 adopted.

12 The next item on the Agenda is our Executive

13 Session where we're going to be talking about what all of
14 you folks came here for in the first place, to get the

15 legal updates, to get a chance to ask questions of our

16 attorneys, or the SLC if you would like -- just whatever.
17 It's going to be less formal than our typical
18 meetings because the whole purpose of it is for you folks
19 to have your questions answered.

20 We're going to give you some information and

21 then throw the floor open for Q&A.

22 At this point I think Board Counsel Wit Davis
23 has some guidance for us concerning this Executive
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1 Session, the privileges that attach hereto.

2 MR. DAVIS: Good morning, everybody.

3 Is this working?

4 VOICES FROM THE BOARD: Good morning.

5 MR. DAVIS: As we enter into Executive

0 Session, I remind the Board that everything that is

7 discussed during the session is NRA confidential

8 information and must not be disclosed outside of the

9 session to anyone.

10 It is your fiduciary duty to maintain the

11 confidentiality of this information. Much of what will be
12 discussed will also be privileged, and that privilege

13 belongs solely to the NRA and not to any individual.

14 If you are adverse or potentially adverse to
15 the NRA and its legal positions, you must not participate
1o in this Executive Session and should leave the room now.
17 I also remind you that I would encourage you
18 to keep note taking to a minimum, and anything that you

19 don't want to retain and be responsible for, you can leave
20 in the room when you leave.
21 But anything you do take in the form of
22 written notes, you'll need to retain that and preserve 1it.
23 Thank you.
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1 MR. COTTON: At this time if there is anyone
2 who is adverse or potentially adverse to the NRA and its
3 interests as described by Board Counsel, the Chair would
4 ask you to exit the hall at this point.

5 (No response.)
6 MR. COTTON: Since no one has exited, the
7 Chair presumes that you understood the instructions from
8 Board Counsel and that you will keep all of this
9 information confidential.

10 A VOICE FROM THE BOARD: Did we move to go
11 into Executive Session?

12 MR. COTTON: Not yet.

13 Without objection, we are going to be in

14 Executive Session.

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23
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2

3

4

5

6

7 Now, we can provide some other information

8 later. Like I say, the lawyers are here and this is going

9 to give you a lot of information.

10 First, I would ask Wayne, if you would, please
11 give us a few words.

12 MR. LaPIERRE: Thank you, Mr. President. And
13 I'1l be really short, because you'll hear from me later as
14 we go on.
15 This is a fight that we're in for the life of
16 the National Rifle Association. The New York Attorney
17 General wants to dissolve the NRA and dissolve the Second
18 Amendment. There's absolutely no doubt about that.
19 We're in a fight to the death with the New
20 York AG, the Washington AG, and the Biden Administration
21 Justice Department.
22 So we need all of you today in this room to
23 help save the National Rifle Association and save the
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1 Second Amendment.
2 I mean, so many of you -- most of you on this
3 Board have been with us all along on this journey to fight
4 the fight, save the Second Amendment, save our freedoms.
5 We really need you today.
6 It's more important than ever if we're going
7 to save our freedoms, and we need to be united as we go
8 forward today. There's never been a time when we need
9 more to be united.
10 So thank you, Mr. President, and let's go
11 forward.
12 MR. COTTON: Thank you, Wayne.
13 Okay. We're about to get into the serious
14 discussions. At this point I'll have to ask everyone in
15 the room who is not a Board Member or one of our
16 counsel —-- either with the Brewer firm or our bankruptcy
17 counsel -- or Stephanie to please leave the room.
18 The Parliamentarian says he 1is going to stay
19 too. I need him here to keep me out of trouble.
20 (Whereupon, the Board of Directors went into
21 Executive Session at approximately 10:27 o'clock a.m.)
22 (Recess from 11:24 o'clock a.m. to 11:45
23 o'clock a.m., and resumed Executive Session, with boxed
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1 lunches at 1:00 o'clock p.m., to be eaten during the

2 Executive Session.)

3 (Open session resumed at approximately 2:18

4 o'clock p.m.)

5 (Mr. Lee assumed the Chair upon the departure

o of Mr. Cotton.)

7 MR. LEE: All right, folks. Thank you.

8 During Executive Session a Resolution

9 authorizing and ratifying Chapter 11 reorganization was

10 adopted by a vote of 44 in favor, one opposed, and three
11 abstentions.

12 Now, on a personal note, I'm going to throw in
13 here just before we wrap up, in this past year and a half
14 I've had the honor -- been humbled by the honor to be able
15 to watch Wayne guided by a great legal team, and Carolyn
16 and Charles, work on some really tough, complicated, time-
17 consuming actions, coming up with some very, as we heard
18 earlier, bold decisions.
19 The other thing I would like to throw in, what
20 you Jjust heard from Wayne and Jason regarding all of the
21 work that our staff, undermanned and in some cases taking
22 less pay than last year or the year before, has performed
23 throughout this year and a half that we have been going
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11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

through all of this virus and change of election, et
cetera, folks, I applaud all of you for pushing us and
getting us to this point that we are,

all of those efforts that you put into it.

With that --

MR. WALLACE:

MR. LEE: Is
legislation, sir --

MR. WALLACE:

MR. LEE: ——

MR. WALLACE:

The matter is short.

but just a 60 second brief -- is everything a go for

Houston as far as the Annual Meeting?

question.

And of course everybody who could answer that

is gone.
(Laughter.)

MR. LEE:

can answer, the discussions we have had,

yes.

MR. WALLACE:

Robinson and I would like to form a committee so that the

(Indicating.)

this the business of the

No.

or --

No. Just a general gquestion.

I don't want to keep anybody here,

Pretty much, but to the best that I

Okay.

and I thank you for

That was just my

the answer is

And secondly, Mr.

1o
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1 next time the chairs are big-men friendly; is that okay?
2 (Laughter.)
3 MR. LEE: Thank you, Mr. Wallace.
4 MR. WALLACE: Thank you.
5 MR. LEE: Folks, we would like to close with
6 our closing prayer.
7 Lieutenant Governor Robinson, would you please
8 provide us with -- you can take your pick. That might be
9 easier or closer.
10 MR. ROBINSON: That's the other
11 (indiscernible) chair.
12 (Laughter.)
13 MR. JOURNEY: Mr. Vice President, are we going
14 to close the meeting? We're going to adjourn?
15 MR. LEE: We are.
16 MR. JOURNEY: All right. I would like to have
17 a point of personal privilege before we do that. I mean
18 my character was impugned.
19 MR. LEE: Mr. Journey, please.
20 MR. JOURNEY: Thank you.
21 I know there are a lot of people here that
22 want to know why in the world I did what I did. Let me
23 tell you that I did not do it without considerable
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1 thought.

2 Now, I wore this (indicating) today and this

3 (indicating) today because I wanted you all to know that T

4 was on this Board before many of you, that I know how this

5 Board operated in 1895.

6 I want to say that I want to thank Marion for

7 being her normal lovely self and helping me make the

8 decision that I'm about to make.

9 We have been in negotiations with NRA from the
10 very beginning. Those will stop. The reason that I did
11 this -- the reason I came back to this Board was to try to
12 save this organization.

13 I was at Indianapolis. I watched the

14 meltdown. I was at the Board Meeting. I was outside the
15 Executive Session when many of your former colleagues

16 bared their souls and told you the truth, and then I

17 watched them be punished the next day: lose their

18 committee assignments, et cetera.

19 I know. They caused it, didn't they?

20 I came to this Board with the intent to try to
21 help save this organization, and I still have that same
22 intent.

23 Is that somebody's phone?
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1 You know, (indiscernible) since I interviewed
2 for a job, and I was sitting there with Richard Gardener,
3 you know, before I was ever on the Board.

4 I was Political Activist of the Year because
5 of the work I did in the '92 cycle and because I helped

0 develop the Grass Roots Manual that we did EBC's in 250

7 congressional districts and changed the world in 1994.

8 I came on the Board in '95. I love this

9 association. I love what we do. I want to make sure that
10 we're the best possible association we can be.
11 And I came on this Board knowing the threat
12 that Ms. James presents to us. I came on this Board with
13 the intent to try to restore corporate governance, to get
14 that Safe Harbor that we knew —-- that I knew was in the
15 New York Statute in 2018, when I watched her campaign in
1o '17 for AG.

17 I came to that October 24th Board Meeting —-
18 I'm sorry -- yeah, October 24th, right -- I'm in the

19 middle of my election. I've got a Democrat running
20 against me. I'm running for my fourth term. I came to
21 the Board Meeting. I have all these concerns. I've read
22 the petition. I read it the same day it was filed by
23 James.
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And, you know, -- and I hear Mr. Cotton say

it's all bogus,

there's nothing to it.

You

judge for 12 years. I'm a State Senator for five years.
I know how to read a legal document.

And it was apparent to me that that petition
was based upon depositions, sworn testimony, documents
produced as a result of subpoenas.

When you read that petition, it isn't just,
"Oh, it's all terrible and they're terrorists."” It's all

about facts. It's all about testimony. It's all about

documents.

I just got this (indicating) today, 5 million

pages of discovery from the bankruptcy case.

MR.
out of order.

MR.

MR.
have counsel in

MR.
for you.

The

We're —-—

22

it's all a political smokescreen, and

know, I practiced law for 25 years. I'm a

LEE: Mr. Journey, I'm going to call you

JOURNEY : A1l right. I'11 —--
LEE: I know that it's not -- we don't
the room.

JOURNEY: All right. 1I'll wrap up Jjust

reason I filed that petition --
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MR. LEE: Mr. Journey, you are out of --

MR. JOURNEY: You know what, Lee?

MR. LEE: You're out of order.

MR. JOURNEY: I'm Jjust going to say one more
thing.

MR. LEE: Mr. Journey, you're out of order.

MR. JOURNEY: The --

MR. LEE: We don't have counsel --

MR. JOURNEY: -- (inaudible due to cross
speaking.)

MR. LEE: Mr. Journey.

MR. JOURNEY: This is my point of personal
privilege.

MR. LEE: We don't have counsel in the room.
You're out of order.

MR. JOURNEY: The fault -- the fault of all of
this lies with the liars, and they've lied to this Board
time and time again. And they did today.

MR. LEE: Mr. Journey --

MR. JOURNEY: Thank you.

MR. LEE: -- I'm going to have to ask you --
thank you.

Mr. King.
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1 MR. KING: You know, thinking back to
2 Indianapolis, I was there, and I was in the Members
3 Meeting when this fiasco came about.
4 And the argument went on for it seemed like
5 hours. I'm sure it wasn't that long, but it seemed like
6 hours.
7 And right at the end the question was called,
8 and 1t was about -- and I don't remember exactly what the
9 motion was, but it was more or less a confidence for
10 Wayne, or was it that we -- that the NRA was operating out
11 of -- without legal bounds.
12 Initially there were about 20,000 people
13 there, and the hysterics at the meeting got to be so out
14 of control, that probably six or seven thousand of them
15 walked out.
16 But when the issue was finally called and the
17 vote was taken, the only —-- the only people that voted
18 against the NRA and against Wayne were the people who
19 brought the objections.
20 I was there for it. It was just -- you know,
21 it just -- it was overwhelmingly in favor of the NRA.
22 Then we go to the Board Meeting. Questions
23 were brought up at the Board Meeting. We took a vote
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1 after all of the discussion. Not one of the people -- not

2 one of the people who were making all of these spurious

3 charges voted against -- (clearing throat); excuse me --

4 against Wayne. They didn't -- they all voted in favor of

5 the resolution.

6 So tell me. Is this over -- was this over

7 then or is this something that just keeps on going on

8 because of a long history of hatred for the NRA?

9 I think I know what the answer to that is, and
10 I think it's about time everybody realized what the answer
11 to that question is.

12 Thank vyou.

13 MR. LEE: Thank you, Mr. King.

14 Ms. Froman.

15 MS. FROMAN: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Vice

16 President. I respect Phil Journey's right to address this
17 Beocard, and -- but I would rather -- if he wants to talk

18 about these things, I think they need to be done in

19 Executive Session, because they do raise a lot of issues
20 that we did discuss in Executive Session.

21 And the only reason I'm getting up to speak is
22 that I think that if we're going to talk about these

23 things, then we need to go back into Executive Session and
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1 have that discussion in Executive Session.
2 Phil's a member of this Board. He's entitled
3 to speak. But I would rather it be done in an Executive
4 Session and not where we have people in the room who don't
5 have an obligation to keep this non-public.
6 MR. LEE: Thank you, Ms. Froman. Thank you.
7 And with that, Lieutenant Governor, could we
8 please have a closing prayer.
9 MR. PRINTZ: Do we need to vote to adjourn?

10 Because I move so if that's the case.

11 (Comments by various members of the Board

12 simultaneously.)

13 (Laughter.)

14 A VOICE FROM THE BOARD: That nicotine

15 addiction is going to get you, buddy.

16 MR. ROBINSON: If I could have a moment before

17 prayer -—-

18 MR. LEE: Please. Go ahead.

19 MR. ROBINSON: -- to make a statement.

20 Can everybody hear me?

21 VOICES FROM THE BOARD: Yes.

22 MR. ROBINSON: Guys, I was not here at the

23 beginning. You all know that. I didn't come here until
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1 2018. I just kind of got dropped into this thing.

2 I don't know what happened before 2018, and

3 you know, to be honest with you, I'm not real sure what's

4 going on now.

5 (Laughter.)

6 MR. ROBINSON: I mean I hear two sides and

7 three sides and four sides, and it's a lot more

8 complicated than anything that I could really make a

9 decision on, because all of you all were here before I

10 was .

11 Now, a lot of you all are a lot older, a lot
12 wiser than I am, but I'm going to tell you the reason why
13 I'm here.
14 And I think it goes to say, the reason why I'm
15 here is because of truck drivers and coal miners and
16 factory workers and bank managers, restaurant managers, a
17 single mom who's a waitress who has to walk home at night
18 and she's got a .38 pistol in her pocket because she knows
19 there are bad guys out there.
20 That's the reason why I'm here. And I hope
21 that's the reason why everybody is in here, because here
22 it is. Those people are tired. They are tired. They are
23 tired of getting kicked in the teeth at every turn.
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1 They're tired of people in ivory towers in

2 Washington, D.C., who sit behind barbed wires with the

3 National Guard and personal bodyguards with Uzis and

4 AR-15s and every other type of weapon, telling them they

5 can't have that .38 in their pocket to protect themselves

6 from gang members, that they can't have that AR-15 at home

7 to protect their family from gangs and thugs and drug

8 dealers.

9 They're tired of it. I hear it every day in
10 North Carocolina. People call my office every day and they
11 ask me, "What are you going to do to protect my rights? I
12 have not done anything. I get up every day. I go to work
13 every day. I follow the rules. At every turn somebody is
14 trying to take away my rights.™
15 That's the reason why I'm sitting in this
16 room. I don't know anything about Bylaws and I don't know
17 anything about any of this other stuff that's been said in
18 this room today.

19 But I do know that the people in this room

20 need to stand up for those folks who are getting kicked in
21 the teeth in this country and whose rights are being

22 stolen out from under them.

23 A lot of this infighting, we need to put it
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1 behind us, these old hurt feelings, this bitterness that
2 we had about the past. We need to put it behind us and
3 move forward, guys. We've all got to lead. We're about
4 to lose what our forefathers gave us.
5 What they gave us are the God-given rights,
6 and one of those is the right to self defense, the thing
7 that this organization is supposed to stand up for.
8 It's the reason why I'm in this room. It's
9 the reason why I fight for this organization every day.
10 I hope all of you all are in this room for the same
11 reason.
12 We can put all of this stuff behind us and we
13 can move forward, because there are people out there who
14 are depending on us to go to Washington, .C., to go to
15 Raleigh, to go everywhere across this country and preserve
16 their rights, because those folks are tired. They are
17 tired and they need us.
18 So, please, everybody remember those folks
19 when we're thinking about making these decisions and
20 remember why we're in this room. We're not here for
21 ourselves. We're here for them. Let's remember that.
22 And let us pray.
23 MR. LEE: Amen.
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1 (Applause.)

2 MR. LEE: That's a hell of a prayer already.

3 Thank you.

4 Please close us out.

5 MR. ROBINSON: Lord, we come to you today

0 knowing that the rights that you have given us come

7 exclusively -- exclusively from you, and because of that

8 we are asking for your wisdom and your guidance in helping
9 us to preserve those rights.

10 Lord, every day when we rise up out of bed,

11 let us remember you first, ask for your guidance, and move
12 forward to fight to preserve what you have given us,

13 because it is a blessing from you that we have weapons in
14 our hands to protect ourselves from evil people in this

15 world.

16 Let us fight to preserve that right, Lord.

17 Give us the wisdom and knowledge to be able to move

18 forward wisely to do that, and vex the minds of the

19 enemies and those who try to seek to take away those
20 rights.
21 We ask this blessing in your name, Oh, Lord.
22 And I also ask you for safe passage and travel to everyone
23 in this room, Lord.
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We ask this prayer in your name, Oh, Lord.
Amen and amen.

ALL IN ATTENDANCE (In unison): Amen.

MR. LEE: Thank you, Lieutenant Governor.
Thank you all.

Because there is no further business, this
meeting is adjourned. Thank you.

* ok ok kK

(Whereupon, at approximately 2:36 o'clock

p.m., the Meeting of the Board of Directors was

concluded.)
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