Case 3:19-cv-02074-G-BK Document 280-23 Filed 07/06/21 Page 1 of 89 PagelD 12567

EXHIBIT 12

APP0864



Case 3:19-cv-02074-G-BK Document 280-23 Filed 07/06/21 Page 2 of 89 PagelD 12568

In The Matter Of:
NRA V.
Ackerman McQueen

Charles Cotton
February 7, 2020

LEXITAS

APP0865



M.0-_cv- G- - i Cotton
Ca%kg(ée%%nc'\\ﬁ équeZnA' G-BK Document 280-23 Filed 07/06/21 Page 3 of 89 Pagelggﬁ%‘@

ruary 7, 2020
Page 1 Page 3
1 IN THE CIRCU T COURT FOR THE 1 APPEARANCES
2 CI TY OF ALEXANDRI A 2 For the Plaintiff:
3 3 M chael J. Collins, Esquire
NATI ONAL RI FLE ASSOCI ATl ON ) BREWER, ATTORNEYS & COUNSELORS
4 OF AMERI CA, ) 4 1717 Main Street
) Cvil Case No. Sui te 5900
5 Pl aintiff, ) CL 19001757 5 Dal l as, TX 75201
) nj c@r ewer at t or neys. com
6 vs. g 6 (214) 653-4875
7 ACKERMAN MCQUEEN, INC., and ) 7 Beth Landes, Esquire
MERCURY GROUP, | NC., ) BREWER ATTORNEYS & COUNSELORS
8 ) 8 750 Lexi ngton Avenue
Def endant s. ) 14t h Fl oor
9 9 New Yor k, NY 10022
bal @r ewer attorneys.com
10 10 (212) 224- 8806
DEPGCSI TI ON OF CHARLES COTTON
11 11 James W Hundl ey, Esquire
Friday, February 7, 2020, 10:04 a.m Robert H. Cox, Esquire
12 12 BRI GLI A HUNDLEY
Tysons Corner O fice
13 Briglia Hundl ey, PC 13 1921 Gall ows Road, Suite 750
Tysons Corner, VA 22182
14 1921 Gallows Road, Suite 750 14 j hundl ey@ri gl i ahundl ey. com
rcox@ri gli ahundl ey. com
15 Tysons Corner, Virginia 15 (703) 883-0880
16 16
For the Defendant Ackerman McQueen and Mercury
17 17 Goup:
18 18 David H. Dickieson, Esquire
Paol a Pinto, Esquire
19 19 SCHERTLER ONORATO MEAD & SEARS, LLP
901 New York Avenue, N W
20 20 Suite 500 West
Washi ngt on, DC 20001
21 21 ddi cki eson@chertl erl aw. com
into@chertlerlaw. com
22 22 (202) 628-4199
Page 2 Page 4
1 DEPGCSI TI ON OF CHARLES COTTON, 1 I NDE X
2 a wtness herein, called by the Defendants for 2 EXAM NATI ON PAGE
3 exanination, taken pursuant to the Notice, by and 3 CHARLES COTTON
4 pefore Marjorie Peters, a Registered Merit Reporter, 4 By M. Dickieson 8
5 Certified Realtime Reporter and Notary Public in and 5 Acknow edgenment of Wtness 343
6 for the Conmonwealth of Virginia, at Briglia 6 Certificate of Reporter 344
7 Hundley, PC, 1921 Gallows Road, Suite 750, Tysons 7 Errata Sheet 345
8 Corner, Virginia, on Friday, February 7, 2020, at 8 | NDEX OF EXHI BI TS
9 10:04 a.m 9 COTTON EXH BI' T PAGE
10 10 Exhibit 1 e-nai |l chain, 6.7.2019, 21
11 11 NRA- AMc_000069937- 942
12 12 Exhibit 2 NRA Report of the Audit 33
13 13 Committee, 9.8-9.2018,
14 14 NRA- AMc_00058070- 076
15 15 Exhibit 3 North Contract Sunmary 53
16 16 Exhibit 4 NRA Report of Audit 74
17 17 Committee, 5.30.2019,
18 18 NRA- AMc_00071202- 205
19 19 Exhibit 5 Senate letter, 10.2.2019 119
20 20 Exhibit 6 meno, List of Top Concerns 143
21 21 for the Audit Conmittee,
22 22 NRA- AMc_00068916-917
www.L exitasl egal.com/Premier Lexitas 888-267-1200 (1) Pages1-4

APP0866



M.O_rvo Nl _ ; Cotton
Ca%kg%‘irln%n oy (%%4 G-BK Document 280-23 Filed 07/06/21 Page 4 of 89 Pagell ;?%7 wton

Page 5 Page 7
1 I NDEX OF EXHI BI TS 1 I NDEX OF EXHI BI TS
2 COTTON EXH BI T PAGE 2 COTTON EXH BIT PAGE
3  Exhibit 7 Resol ution of NRA Board of 163 3  Exhibit 18 Qpen letter to NRA Board 306
4 Directors Points of 4 of Directors, Lander,
5 Concern and Legal 5 4.29.2019
6 Exposur e, 6 Exhibit 19 letter, 6.12.2019, 310
7 NRA- AMc_00069540- 542 7 Sul |'i van/ Frazer,
8 Exhibit 8 e-mail, 183 8 NRA- AMc_00065111- 139
9 Zezi ma/ Ar ul anandam 9 Exhi bit 20 TexasCHLf orum com An 320
10 5.30. 2019, 10 I nportant Message to NRA
11 NRA- AMc_00069741- 743 11 Menbers 1/7
12 Exhibit 9 Busi ness Case Anal ysis, 188 |12 Exhi bit 21 e-mai | chain, 326
13 3.8.2019, Supernaugh 13 Cotton/ North, 4.12.2019,
14 Exhi bit 10 invoice, 1.3.2017, 191 14 NRA- AMc_ 0005043
15 Cor porate America 15 Exhi bit 22 e-mai | chai n/ attachnent, 336
16 Avi ation, Inc. 16 Ar ul anandani Fi scher,
17 Exhibit 11 web page, Corporate 202 |17 4.18.2019, NRA- AMc_0005053
18 America Aviation 18 Exhi bit 23 e-mai | chain, 337
19 19 Di cki nson/ Arul anandam
20 20 5.15. 2019,
21 21 NRA- AMc_00069617- 618
22 22
Page 6 Page 8
1 I NDEX OF EXHI BI TS
) 1 PROCEEDINGS
COTTON EXH BI' T PAGE
2 CHARLESCOTTON,
3  Exhibit 12 Plaintiff's Responses and 206 . . .
3 awitness, having been first duly sworn, was
4 bj ect i t o Def endant . -
yectrons to betendan 4 examined and testified as follows:
5 Acker man McQueen, Inc.'s 5 EXAMINATION
6 First Set of 6 BY MR. DICKIESON:
7 Interrogatories 7 Q. Good morning. My nameis David
8 Exhibit 13 WIVB article, "New York 233 | g Dickieson, | represent the defendants, Ackerman
9 charges NRA..." 9 McQueen and Mercury Group.
11 St at enent 11 record
12 NRA- AME_00069530- 531 12 A. Charles Cotton.
13 Exhibit 15 meno, 6.13.2019, Analysis 247 |13 Q. What isyour position with the NRA?
14 of the 2018 NRA 14 A. I'mamember of the board of directors
15 Consol i dated Fi nanci al 15 and I'mfirst vice president of the NRA.
16 St at ement , 16 Q. Mr. Cotton, how long have you been on
17 NRA- AME_00069987- 999 17 theboard of directors of the NRA?
18 Exhibit 16 letter to NRA Menbers, 255 |18 A. | waselected in 2001.
19 5.22.2019 19 Q. How long have you been the chairman of
20  Exhibit 17 letter, 4.22.2019 260 |20 theaudit committee?
21 21 A. I'mgoing to have to guess here.
22 22 Probably four years. It was during
www.L exitasl egal.com/Premier Lexitas 888-267-1200 (2) Pages5- 8

APP0867



M.0_C\v- C- - i Cotton
CalE3:4.9-cy Q2074-G-BK Document 280-23 Filed 07/06/21 Page 50f89 PagelQ g@“ﬁf

eman M een

ruary 7, 2020

Page 9 Page 11
1 thetimewhen Allan Corswas president. Asmuch | 1 C-O-A-T-S, Yde, Y-A-L-E. And then we merged with a
2 as--asl canrecal, that was about four years. 2 smaller, basically real estate firm.
3 Q. Didyou serve on the audit committee 3 Coats Yae and five more names. The
4 before you became chairman? 4 jokewaswe ran out of wall, so we just shortened it
5 A. 1did. 5 to Coats Rose, R-O-S-E.
6 Q. When wereyou first on the audit 6 After that, two of us broke off and
7 committee? 7 started asmaller firm, and that was -- what year
8 A. That, | can't remember. 8 wasthat? 1999. And it was Holm Bambace & Cotton,
9 Q. Would it have been anumber of years 9 H-O-L-M, Bambace & Cotton.
10 before you became chairman? 10 And then | wanted to start afirm
11 A. Well, it -- yeah, anumber, but | can't 11 with my oldest son, and we -- | left and started a
12 tell you what that was. 12 firmwith himin 2001.
13 Q. Okay. What other committees of the NRA 13 Q. What'sthe name of that firm?
14 haveyou served on? 14 A. Cotton Farrell. Cotton Farrell PC.
15 A. Currently or ever? 15 Q. Isthat the firm you're currently
16 Q. Ever. 16 practicing with?
17 A. That'sgoing to be tough. 17 A. No. | mean, likel say, I'm seriously
18 Currently, I'm on the finance 18 tryingtoretire. Theonly thing I'll do now is
19 committee, legal affairs committee, bylaws 19 take sports shooting range cases.
20 committee, legislative policy committee -- | know |20 Q. Through Cotton Farrell?
21 I'mbusier than this. 21 A. No. | mean, thefirmisthere, frankly,
22 In the past, | served on the 22 for my son.
Page 10 Page 12
1 education and training committee. We haverotating | 1 Q. Okay.
2 nominating committees, |'ve served on that committee | 2 A. But I'm not doing --
3 threetimes. 3 Q. Thiswould be your own work yourself?
4 That'sall I can think of. 4 A. Correct.
5 Q. Areyou paid any compensation for your 5 Q. Let'sgo back to your educational
6 work onthe NRA? 6 background.
7 A. No. 7 Where did you go to college?
8 Q. Haveyou ever been paid any compensation 8 A. University of Houston.
9 forthe NRA? 9 Q. Andwhen did you graduate?
10 A. No. 10 A. 1980.
11 Q. Doyou have aday job? 11 Q. Didyou go straight into law school from
12 A. Well, | used to. 12 there?
13 Q. What wasthat? 13 A. No. | worked as an accountant, and then
14 A. I'mtrying desperately to -- I'm an 14 went to law school. | started law school in '84.
15 attorney. I'mtrying desperately to retire. 15 Q. AreyouaCPA?
16 Q. Wereyou in private practice? 16 A. Not anymore.
17 A. Yes 17 Q. You were, though?
18 Q. Wereyou with alaw firm? 18 A. Yeah, | wasat onetime.
19 A. Two different law firms. 19 Q. Sodidyou practice asa CPA between
20 Q. What werethose law firms? 20 1980 and going to law school ?
21 A. Waéll, thefirst onewas -- at thetime | 21 A. Yes.

22 went with them, it was Coats Yale. Coats,

22 Q. Wheredid you practice?
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1 A. Thefirst firm was -- well, the only 1 know. | don't keep timesheets. | don't get paid,
2 firm, redly, was Hunter Farrisin Houston. Then 2 sol don't keep timesheets.
3 went to work for one of our clients, so | could go 3 Q. Rough guess, 20 hours aweek, 10 hoursa
4 tolaw school. 4  week?
5 Q. Which client was that? 5 A. |redly can't giveyou an estimate. It
6 A. Thegroup -- the group that | -- the 6 variesalot. Kind of the joke with my friendsis|
7 name of the company | worked for was CravensDargan | 7 thought you guys retired, why are you so busy now?
8 Enterprises. Actually, that's not true. Cravens 8 Soit varies by week, but many hours aweek. I'll
9 Dargan Management Services was technically my 9 putitthat way. And primarily since April.
10 employer, but that was the management groupfor |10 Q. What happened in April that --
11 Cravens Dargan Enterprises. 11 A. That'swhen | was elected first vice
12 Q. Wheredid you go to law school? 12 president.
13 A. University of Houston. 13 Q. Okay. Wasthat at the annual meeting?
14 Q. When did you graduate? 14 A. Yes
15 A. 1987. 15 Q. Wereyou running against anyone for that
16 Q. Areyouamember of the Virginia bar? 16 position?
17 A. No. 17 A. No.
18 Q. Areyou amember of the Texas bar? 18 Q. Who nominated you for that position?
19 A. Yes 19 A. Thenominating committee.
20 Q. Doyoulivein Texas? 20 Q. What arethe duties of thefirst vice
21 A. Yes. 21 president?
22 Q. Where -- what's your address? 22 A. Weéll, according to the bylaws, it'sto
Page 14 Page 16
1 A. My address? 1 basicaly fill in for the president whenever the
2 Q. Yes 2 president can't attend one of their functions, or at
3 A. 110 Eagle Lakes Drive, Friendswood, all 3 the behest of the president. That's the official
4 oneword, Friendswood, Texas. 4 job.
5 Q. ZIPcode? 5 Q. Doyou haveresponsibilitiesfor signing
6 A. 77546. 6 off on contracts for the NRA?
7 Q. How long have you lived there? 7 A. No.
8 A. Livedin Friendswood 40 years. | have 8 Q. If acontract isgreater than $100,000,
9 beenin that house 19. 9 doyou haveto -- do the officers have to sign off
10 Q. Andyou mentioned one son. Do you have 10 onthat?
11 other children? 11 A. We have to acknowledge that there'sa
12 A. Yeah. Two boys-- well, actually my 12 contract if it's 100,000 or more.
13 oldest sonisactualy my stepson. Hewas3years |13 Q. By "acknowledge," what does that mean?
14 old when Marthaand | got married. He'sasmuchmy |14 A. I'msorry?
15 sonasmy son. Theother soneisBryan, B-R-Y-A-N. |15 Q. By "acknowledge," what do you mean?
16 Q. B-R-Y-E-N? 16 A. Wadll, it can beasignature. It can be
17 A. A-N. 17 presenting the matter to the board. It can be any

18 Q. Sorry. The accent.

19 A. That's okay.

20 Q. How much of your time currently do you
21 devoteto NRA matters?

22 A. Honestly, | couldn't tell you. | don't

18 number of things.

19 Q. What are the any number of things that
20 areincluded in your answer?

21 A. Any way that we let the board know that
22 weareaware of agiven contract.
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1 Q. Andisitjust that you're aware of it, 1 may haveaweek and | get two. It just varies.
2 or doyou haveto approveit? 2 Q. Doyouknow which official or person at
3 A. Wedo not approve. Wejust haveto be 3 the NRA FedEx them to you?
4 awareof it. 4 A. No.
5 Q. Andisthat something that general 5 Q. How do you communicate back your
6 counsel would send you copies of that, those 6 signature?
7 contracts, you would be aware of them? 7 A. When they send the FedEX, it has a FedEx
8 A. | don't know who sendsthem to us, to be 8 returnenvelopeinit. | putitinthere and drop
9 honest with you. Somebody does, but | don't know | 9 itinthe FedEx Drop Box.
10 who. 10 Q. Haveyou ever sought advicein reviewing
11 Q. How do they arrive; do they arrive by 11 any of these contracts?
12 email? 12 A. I'mnot sure | understand the question.
13 A. FedEx. 13 Q. If you didn't understand something in
14 Q. FedEx? 14 the contract, did you seek any professional advice
15 A. Yes 15 forit?
16 Q. Alwaysor... 16 A. No, that's never happened that | can
17 A. No. | mean, that's the general 17 recall.
18 practice. 18 Q. What isthe function of the audit
19 Q. Okay. 19 committee?
20 A. If | happen to be at headquarters and 20 A. Responsibility of the audit committeeis
21 there'ssomething | need toreview, thenl candoit |21 tointeract with the -- our externa auditors. And
22 when I'm there, but the vast mgjority of them come |22 by that, | mean meet with them, planning the audit.
Page 18 Page 20
1 by FedEx. 1 We have one meeting during the pendency of the
2 Q. Andwith acover letter or just show up? 2 audit. Andthen when the audit is over, we have
3 A. Cover letter, no. There's a sheet that 3 what | refer to as an exit meeting. We discuss
4 can be on there with information, but that'sit. 4 their findings. We discuss anything that might be
5 There'sno cover letter. 5 inthe management letter, just to seeif there's
6 Q. Thesheetis-- it asksfor your 6 anything that we need to follow up on after they're
7 signature; isthat correct? 7 through auditing. Okay, well, | left something ouit.
8 A. Yes 8 Andwe are one of the -- | can't say depositories,
9 Q. Would you review those contracts before 9 but we are one of the go-to groups for any
10 signing, or just recognize that you're aware of 10 whistleblower complaints.
11 them? 11 Oh, I'm sorry. | need to add to my
12 A. No, | would review the contract. 12 answer. | left out one function.
13 Q. Andif you had adispute with the 13 MR. COLLINS: Okay.
14 contract, how would you register that? 14 A. We are the committee that's responsible
15 A. Well, | haven't had a dispute with any 15 for reviewing related party transactions. And by
16 of the contracts we've had so far, so | can't really 16 that, | mean business transactions with board
17 speculate what | would do. 17 members.
18 Q. How often doesthat happen? 18 Q. I'mgoing to have marked as Exhibit 1
19 A. Itvariesalot. 19 for the Cotton deposition a series of e-mails that
20 Q. On average, though, once a month? 20 thetop of the page, whichisthelast emall, is
21 A. Thereisno average. | cantell you it 21 from Travis Carter to Katie Zezima, dated June 7,
22 variesalot. | may gothree monthsand nothing. 1 |22 2019.
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1 (Cotton Exhibit 1, email chain, 6.7.2019, 1 role of the audit committee?
2 NRA-AMc_000069937-942, was marked for 2 A. | would haveto take issue with the
3 identification.) 3 first part of it, where he saysthat, "The audit
4 Q. | wanttodirect your attention to the 4 committee oversees multiple aspects of the NRA's
5 third page of this exhibit where there's an e-mail 5 interna controls." | don't know what he meant by
6 from Travis Carter to Katie Zezima, Beth Reinhard, | 6 that, so| can't say whether or not it accurately
7 Carol Leonnig, subject Follow-up, whereit givesa | 7 depictsit or not.
8 description of the audit committee. 8 Q. Isthere some other committee that
9 Just for the record, let me read 9 overseesNRA'sinternal controls?
10 that the -- thisisin response to a question from 10 A. Sincel don't know what either he or you
11 the Washington Post and Andrew -- no, excuseme, |11 mean by "overseesinternal controls,”" | don't know.
12 Travis Carter -- well, first of al, who is Travis 12 Q. Okay. You'reon thefinance
13 Carter? 13 committee -- financial affairs committee; isthat
14 A. | know aTraviswith the Brewer firm. | 14 right?
15 don't know hislast name, though. 15 A. Finance, yes, Sir.
16 Q. This person seemsto have a 16 Q. Finance.
17 brewerattorneys.com e-mail address. 17 Did they overseeinternal controls
18 A. Probably the same Travis. 18 of theNRA?
19 Q. What ishisrole with the NRA? 19 A. No.
20 A. Hehasnorolewiththe NRA. He works 20 Q. What's the function of the finance
21 for Bill. 21 committee?
22 Q. And do you know why he's responding to 22 A. It'storeview the finances of the
Page 22 Page 24
1 the Washington Post questions? 1 organization during our regular meetings. It also
2 A. Youdhavetoask him. | don't know. 2 serves-- when the annual -- what we refer to as a
3 Q. Inhisresponse to the question that he 3 budget is prepared. We discuss that with the
4 giveson June 6, 2019, at 2:53 p.m., he states that, 4 individual department heads. We then ultimately
5 "The chairperson of the committee is Charles Cotton, | 5 make arecommendation to the entire board.
6 first vice president of the NRA board of directors. 6 Q. Doesthe entire board then vote on the
7 Intheinterest of explaining the committee and its 7 recommendations of the finance department --
8 role, we offer the following information: 8 A. Yes.
9 According to the NRA, the audit 9 Q. --finance committee?
10 committee oversees multiple aspects of NRA's 10 A. Yes
11 interna controls, and is aso responsible for 11 Q. Doesthe finance committee work with
12 vetting related party transactions, i.e., dealings 12 Wayne LaPierre to make those budget recommendations?
13 withthe NRA in which an officer, director or other |13 A. No.
14 key person has afinancial interest. The audit 14 Q. DoesWayne LaPierre havearolein the
15 committee consists solely of independent directors |15 budgeting process for the NRA?
16 who themselves have no significant financial 16 A. | mean, he's CEO. | don't know what he
17 dealings with the association. When the audit 17 doeson aday-to-day basis when they're putting the
18 committee determines that a potential conflict of 18 budget together, so | can't tell you precisely what
19 interest exists, it prescribes ongoing proceduresto |19 hedoes. But he's CEO, so | have no doubt that he's
20 manage the conflict, including recusal requirements |20 involved.
21 and other controls." 21 Q. Canyou give me an example of when the
22 Doesthat accurately reflect the 22 audit committee has determined a potential conflict
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1 of interest with a board member and the NRA? 1 MR. COLLINS: Start with Oliver
2 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 2 North, he's asking -- answer that question.
3 A. | can't remember everything we've done 3 A. Hecadled me-- | can't remember when it
4 over the whole time |'ve been on the committee or 4 was. Hecaled me. My words, not his. Okay. He
5 eventhefour years|'ve been chair. 5 wasclearly upset about us -- "us' meaning the audit
6 | can tell you that there was an 6 committee, wanted to see a copy of the contract
7 issue with the Oliver North contract with your 7 because we had been advised of a summary of the
8 client. Therewere acouple of timeswhenwewere | 8 terms.
9 approached without aformal contract. | say, we're | 9 And | can't remember exactly what he
10 thinking about doing this, and it involves a board 10 said, but I got the impression that he thought that
11  member. You know, give usyour initial thoughtson |11 somebody was after him. | explained to him, | said,
12 this. Should we even pursueit? And in both of 12 Ollie, wejust -- | think | went over the conflicts
13 those cases, that | recall, we said, no, don't, 13 policy -- I'm sorry, not conflicts, the related
14 because as the saying goes, don't cut down thetree |14 party transaction policy. He should know it,
15 because there's no way we can approve that. 15 because he was a member of the board at the time.
16 So -- but | can't tell you what we 16 I went over that with him, and |
17 did that whole time I've been on the committee. 17 told him, all we haveto do is confirm that the
18 Q. Okay. What wasthe Oliver North issue 18 summary we got iscorrect. That you are hired to do
19 that you just mentioned? 19 these TV shows, and that'sit. That there's nothing
20 A. Weéll, summary version -- summary 20 extraordinary in there that would impact the NRA.
21 fashion, | should say, number one, what isthe 21 And hesaid, okay, I'll -- you know, | can't giveit
22 contract? We need to seeit. Weweretoldthatit |22 toyou until -- wecalled it AcMc. Until AcMc
Page 26 Page 28
1 wasacontract, independent -- making him an 1 approvesit becauseit has a confidentiality clause
2 independent contractor to dowhat | call TV shows. | 2 init.
3 | think the name of the series was going to be 3 Q. When did this conversation take place?
4  American Heroes. And it was-- if | remember 4 A. I'm probably not going to be able to
5 correctly, it was supposed to be for three years or 5 giveyouasingledate. I'll try to giveit to you
6 something like that, 12 episodes a year for three 6 inchronological order.
7 years, and that wasiit. 7 It was before -- it was before
8 WEéll, as you know, it ultimately 8 annual meeting week. If | throw adate or even a
9 turned out that was not the case. 9 month out, I'm going to be guessing.
10 Q. Who told you that the Oliver North 10 Q. Andthisisthe annual meeting in April
11 contract was going to be an independent contractor |11 20197
12 contract? 12 A. That'sthe annual meeting week | was
13 A. | cantel you two people. | can't tell 13 taking about, but that's not when this conversation
14 you the sequence. 1'm not sure. 14 occurred.
15 Steve Hart and Ollie himself -- 15 Q. Okay. So when did this conversation
16 excuse me, Colone North himsdlf. 16 occur?
17 Q. And how did they communicate that to 17 A. ljustsaid, | can't tell you. | don't
18 you? 18 know.
19 MR. COLLINS: Oliver North, please 19 Q. Wasit amonth before or in this-- was
20 goahead. Can we split those up between Oliver 20 it before the audit committee meeting in September
21 North and Steve Hart? 21 of 2018?
22 MR. DICKIESON: Sure. 22 A. No, it was after the audit committee
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1 meetingin 2018. 1 MR. COLLINS: Say when.
2 Q. Okay. Soyour prior testimony is, you 2 A. Again, I'mtryingto put it in sequence.
3 said, what isthe contract? Isit your testimony 3 Itwasprior to -- it was prior to the board --
4 that you, as chairman of the audit committee, did 4 committee and board meetings in September of 2018.
5 not see the contract before it was approved by the 5 Q. So quiteanumber of months before you
6 audit committee? 6 had the discussion with Colonel North; isthat
7 A. Correct. We -- what we approved was 7 correct?
8 the-- we approved the relationship between Colonel | 8 A. Waéll, since |l don't -- can't tell you
9 North and AcMc based on the summary of theterms | 9 when | had that conversation with North, | can't
10 that we were given. 10 answer the question.
11 Q. What was your understanding of the 11 Q. Wédll, I think you said the Colonel North
12 relationship you were approving? 12 discussion occurred when there was a battle with
13 A. That hewasgoingto bean 13 AcMg; isthat right?
14 independent -- I'm sorry, that Colonel North was 14 A. No, | didn't say that.
15 going to be an independent contractor to Ackerman |15 Q. So you don't have any recollection at
16 McQueen under contract to be the talent, if you 16 all whether or not it wasin the fall of 2018 or the
17 will, for those TV shows. 17 spring of 20197
18 Q. Anddid -- wasit important to you that 18 A. | can't tell you when in there, but |
19 he be an independent contractor as opposed to an 19 believeit was after the September meetings and
20 employee? 20 before the spring, because when we -- "we" being the
21 A. Absolutely. 21 committee, approved that -- what we believed was an
22 Q. Why isthat? 22 independent contractor contract, we did so trusting
Page 30 Page 32
1 A. Because of divided loyalty. 1 Olliewould give usthe contract, and trusting that
2 Q. Andexplain how that distinction creates 2 theinformation in the summary we had been given was
3 adivided loyaty? 3 accurate.
4 A. H€es--hewould be--if he -- well, as 4 And we -- we did so with the
5 you know, hewas, turns out that he was an employee | 5 understanding we would eventually get to seeit, and
6 of our largest vendor, aswell asaboard member and | 6 if we had to take some action after that, if it
7 president of the association, and at the time was 7 turned out we were wrong and we had to add
8 (quite-- to me, it was obvious that he wanted the 8 additiona stipulationsto it, we could do so.
9 investigation into AcMc to stop. 9 Those are the facts that I'm trying
10 Q. Areyou talking about it was obvious to 10 to useto bracket the time frame.
11 youin September of 2018 that hewasgoingtobe |11 Q. When you approved it or when the audit
12 favorableto AcMc? 12 committee approved the Oliver North contract, was
13 A. | don't remember -- | can't put atime 13 there anything in the approval that said, subject to
14 stamponthat. Too many events running together. |14 review of the actual contract and any subsequent
15 Because remember, at thetime all of thisisgoing |15 changes we need to make?
16 on, we are getting ready for alife or death battle 16 A. Wadl, I'm not -- don't mean to quibble
17 with the attorney general of the State of New York. |17 over terms, but we don't have the authority to
18 That wasthefocus. That wasmy focus. That was |18 approve or disapprove of anything. All wecandois
19 thefocus of the administration. We had to survive. |19 say whether or not there is an irreconcilable
20 Q. You mentioned that you had a discussion 20 conflict of interest between the board member and
21 with Steve Hart that you -- that thiswas an 21 whatever company.
22 independent contractor status. When did that occur? |22 So we can't approveit.
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1 | don't believe we put in the report 1 don't know.
2 that he'sgoing to give us a copy of the contract 2 Q. Thisnotesthat John Frazer, NRA
3 later. But all along, he had told us that he would 3 secretary and general, served as committee
4 getacopy of it. Hejust kept saying, | can't do 4 secretary.
5 ituntil AcMc approvesit. 5 A. Okay. Rick might have been out or sick
6 Q. Allright. Let's have marked as Exhibit 6 or something.
7 2theNational Rifle Association of Americareport | 7 Q. So doesthat mean that John Frazer would
8 of the audit committee dated September 8thand 9th | 8 have prepared these notes of the -- in the report
9 of 2018. 9 for September 6th?
10 (Cotton Exhibit 2, NRA Report of the Audit 10 A. I don't know. | mean, it'sthe job of
11 Committee, 9.8-9.2018, NRA-AMc_00058070-076, was |11 the secretary. Did John take notes and giveit to
12 marked for identification.) 12 Rick and have him do the -- | just don't know.
13 Q. Do you recognize this report? 13 Q. Didyou review the substance of this
14 A. Excuse me. I'm alawyer, too. 14  report before you signed it?
15 | recognize that it's my signature 15 A. Yes.
16 and it lookslike one of our reports. | don't 16 Q. Do you recall when thiswas signed by
17 remember what al isin it now. 17 you?
18 Q. Who prepares these reports? 18 A. No. It would have been -- it would have
19 A. The secretary of the audit committee. 19 been during the -- what we call the board meeting
20 Q. Who was the secretary for this report? 20 week. It would have been at some time after the
21 A. In September, it -- | don't remember. 21 audit committee meeting and prior to the board
22 Itwaseither Rick Tedrick or David Warren, andl |22 meeting.
Page 34 Page 36
1 don't remember which of the gentlemen was -- 1 Q. Allright. Soweve had some testimony
2 Q. Inthe September -- in the first 2 about this meeting with other witnesses in this
3 paragraph, it lists Rick Tedrick as committee 3 case solet mejust ask: Was there an open meeting
4 secretary. 4 before the audit committee went into closed session
5 A. Okay. 5 on September 6, 20187
6 Q. Isthat what that referencesto? 6 A. | washoping that it said when the
7 A. That'sit. 7 meeting started, but it doesn't, so | can't recall,
8 Q. Thenthere'sasecond -- that talks 8 but | seethat we went into executive session at
9 about aJuly 30th audit committee in the first few 9 12:40 p.m., so | don't know.
10 paragraphs. Then down at the bottom of the page, it |10 Q. Would all of the participants listed in
11 talks about a September 6, 2018 meeting. Doyousee |11 that first paragraph at the September 6th meeting,
12 that? 12 would they be allowed into the closed session, the
13 A. Where are you now? 13  executive session?
14 Q. Thelast paragraph on thefirst page of 14 A. Not necessarily, no.
15 thisexhibit indicates that the -- 15 The only people that can stay is
16 A. Oh, okay. 16 what | would call matter of right, I'm not saying
17 Q. -- July 30th meeting is reported on, and 17 that'sthelegal definition, but the only people we
18 now we're moving to September 6th. Do you seethat? |18 would say could stay would be board members and we
19 A. Okay. Yeah. 19 have select staff that we may ask to stay to give
20 Q. IsRick Tedrick also the secretary for 20 explanations about things.
21 that meeting? 21 It isalso common that we'll have
22 A. Wadll, unlessit'swritten on here, | 22 some staff members stay for a portion of the
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1 executive session and then have them leave. 1 A. Aslsithere | can'tsay | -- 1 can

2 So | can't tell you who was there. 2 visualize them sitting there.

3 Q. Doyou know if there was a discussion of 3 Q. Do youremember who participated in the

4 the Oliver North contract in the session prior to 4 discussion of the Oliver North contract?

5 the executive session? 5 A. Everybody on the committee, plus

6 A. Ifit's--1don'trecall. | don't see 6 counsel.

7 anything in this report to indicate one way or the 7 Q. Doyourecal if there were documents

8 other. 8 placed in front of the committee members summarizing

9 Q. Do you seeon the second page that the 9 the Oliver North contract?

10 Oliver North contract was actually discussed 10 A. | don't recall that, no.
11 sometime during the audit committee meeting? 11 Q. Doyou recal if there was -- well, how
12 A. Oh, yeah. Oliver North contract was 12 did the committee learn about the details of the
13 discussed during thismeeting. | can't tell you if 13 Oliver North contract?
14 it wasdiscussed prior to that. 14 A. Agan, wedidn't havethe details. We
15 Q. Doyouknow if it was discussed in the 15 had asummary. And as| told you earlier, that was
16 open session of the meeting or in the closed session |16 provided by Steve Hart.
17  of the meeting or both? 17 Q. Okay. Do you recall what the summary
18 A. | can guarantee you it was not discussed 18 looked like; wasit one page, two pages, ten pages?
19 inthe open session. 19 A. No, hecaled me-- I'm sorry. | didn't
20 Q. How can you guarantee that? 20 mean to cut you off.
21 A. Becausel wouldn't do that. 21 Q. Wasit amultiple-page document, or was
22 Q. Why isthat? 22 it -- can you describe the summary?
Page 38 Page 40

1 A. Becausel consider it confidential. 1 A. | didn't see apiece of paper. It wasa

2 Q. TheOliver North contract was 2 phonecall.

3 confidential? 3 Q. Okay. Isityour testimony that the

4 A. |think al of this stuff that we did 4 audit committee decision on the Oliver North

5 was confidential. 5 contract was based on a summary of facts given to

6 Q. Okay. 6 you during a Steven Hart phone call?

7 A. | want my committee membersto feel 7 A. That ispart of the information that was

8 comfortable discussing anything and everything about | 8 discussed in the meeting. It's not as though --

9 theseissuesthat we dea with. And it's been my 9 well, number one, | didn't have the authority as the
10 experience over theyears, | can best generatethat |10 chair to say, okay, we're going to approve it. He
11 atmosphere by going in executive session. 11 gave metheinformation and it was provided to the
12 Q. Okay. Wasthere arepresentative 12 committee members.

13 present to discuss the details of the Oliver North 13 Q. How wasit provided to the committee

14 contract? 14 members?

15 A. 1 don't remember if Steve Hart was there 15 A. Wetalked about it.

16 or not. John Frazer would have been. 16 Q. Okay.

17 Q. It lists outside counsel, Steve Hart. 17 So was Steven Hart there to talk

18 A. Yes, it doeslist Steve Hart. So, yes, 18 about it?

19 hewasthere -- 19 MR. COLLINS: You can say yes or no.

20 MR. COLLINS: Just say -- when give 20 THE WITNESS: I'm sorry?

21 possible -- whoever you remember wasthere, just |21 MR. COLLINS: You can say yes or no.

22 givethe names and wait for the next question. 22 A. Hes--thisistheonly thing | can
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Page 41 Page 43
1 tell youfor sure: He'slisted on the report as 1 A. | can't say the most important. It was
2 being president. We would not kick our counsel out | 2 a--tome, it wasacritical factor.
3 of the special session, special session talking 3 Q. Andwasthat factor considered by the
4 legidative. 4 audit committee?
5 We would not kick him out of an 5 A. Yes.
6 executivesession. My gut tellsmehewasthere. | | 6 Q. Why isthat factor not listed in the
7 can't say that | remember him being -- sitting there | 7  resolution?
8 right now. 8 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
9 Q. Andisit your testimony, sitting here 9 A. Thefactorsthat we'retalking about
10 today under oath, that Steven Hart told you thiswas |10 herein this paragraph that you're talking about are
11 anindependent contractor contract? 11 the unique factors about Colonel North, why we
12 A. Yes 12 thought he was valuable enough, if you will, to the
13 MR. COLLINS: Can wejust take a 13 NRA to adopt thisresolution. It's-- it does not
14 minute. 14 and was never intended to be an all-inclusive
15 MR. DICKIESON: Sure. 15 summary of the factors that were actually discussed.
16 (RECESS, 10:43 am. - 10:49 am.) 16 Q. Okay. Butisit accurateto say inthe
17 MR. DICKIESON: All right. Back on 17 second whereas clause that the audit committee
18 therecord. 18 undertook to analyze whether the AMc contract gave
19 BY MR. DICKIESON: 19 riseto animproper conflict of interest; is that
20 Q. Let'slook at the second page of Exhibit 20 accurate?
21 2, under the heading 1, Oliver North. Thesearethe |21 A. Yes.
22 resolution -- thisisthe resolution that was 22 Q. Isn'tyour testimony that one key factor
Page 42 Page 44
1 approved by the audit committee with respect tothe | 1 iswhether or not thisis an employment contract or
2 Oliver North contract; is that correct? 2 anindependent contractor contract?
3 A. Yeah, it wasthe resolution that was 3 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
4 adopted, yes. 4 A. Yeah, | sad that several times now.
5 Q. Inthat resolution, it liststhe factors 5 Q. Wasthat factor considered by the audit
6 that were considered; isthat right? 6 committee?
7 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 7 A. Yes
8 A. Itlists--itliststhe factors-- 8 Q. Doyouknow areason why that factor was
9 remember, when we're looking at arelated party 9 not listed among the resolutions?
10 transaction, isit -- we have to decide, isit fair 10 A. Therewas no reason to.
11 andreasonable, isit in the best interests of the 11 Q. Isityour understanding that that
12 NRA? And al we do with theseistry to lay out why |12 factor was actually discussed at the audit committee
13 wethink -- obvioudly, if we adopt the resolution, 13 meeting?
14 we'relaying out why we think it isjust that. 14 MR. COLLINS: Y ou can say yes or no.
15 Q. Werethefactors considered listed here 15 A. Yes.
16 inthisresolution an accurate summary of the 16 Q. Do you know who raised that factor at
17 factors considered? 17 the audit committee meeting?
18 A. It'snot asummary of everything that 18 MR. COLLINS: Y ou can say who.
19 wasdiscussed, no. 19 A. Whofirst raised it, | do not know that.
20 Q. Okay. You mentioned that you believed 20 Q. Doyou know who focused on it at the
21 that the most important factor wastheindependent |21 audit committee meeting?
22 contractor status; isthat correct? 22 A. Theentire committee.
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1 Q. Doyou know if anyone at the audit 1 anyone other than Oliver North or Steve Hart outside
2 committee meeting had actually seen the Oliver North | 2 thisaudit committee meeting about the Oliver North
3 contract? 3 contract?
4 A. | canonly speak for myself, and the 4 A. I've had discussions with counsel.
5 answerisno for me. 5 That's attorney-client privilege, so...
6 Q. Attheaudit committee meeting where 6 Q. By "counsdal," you'rereferring to the
7 you'rethe chairman and you're analyzing acontract, | 7 Brewer law firm?
8 you don't know if anyonein that committee hasseen | 8 A. Brewer law firm, our general counsel,
9 the contract; isthat what your testimony is? 9 our board counsel.
10 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 10 Q. And board counsel is Mr. Hart; isthat
11 A. What | have adready told you is| did 11 correct?
12 notseeit. | can't say if anyone elsedid. To my 12 A. Wadl, at onetimeit was, but now it's
13 knowledge, no one did because we weretryingtoget |13 Whit Davis.
14 itfromOllie. 14 Q. Haveyou had discussions with Mr. Davis
15 Q. Youweretrying to get it from Ollie 15 about the Oliver North contract?
16 back in September of 2018? 16 A. No.
17 A. Yes. 17 Q. Soitwould haveto be Mr. Hart, then;
18 Q. Didyou make requeststo Oliver North in 18 isthat correct?
19 writing for that contract? 19 A. Wadll, if -- okay. Let me back up.
20 A. |didn't. 20 I've talked about the Oliver North
21 Q. Doyouknow if anyone did? 21 contract with lawyers with the Brewer firm, with our
22 A. | don't know one way or the other. 22 genera counsel, and the discussion I've told you
Page 46 Page 48
1 Q. Doyou know if Oliver North refused to 1 about earlier with Hart where he gave me the --
2 givethe contract prior to this September 2018 audit | 2 MR. COLLINS: Wait.
3 committee meeting? 3 THE WITNESS: I'm sorry. |I'm sorry.
4 A. He-- herefused or told me why he 4 MR. COLLINS: So at this point, we
5 refused during that conversation | describedtoyou | 5 are going to take the position that was a privileged
6 earlier. What | can't tell you iswhen that 6 conversation. We're still investigating it, and |
7 conversation occurred. 7 will certainly get back to you during the lunch
8 Q. Okay. 8 break of whether we are going to continue to contend
9 A. Sol can'tsay if it was prior to this 9 thatit'sprivileged. | just gotto -- | want some
10 meeting or not. 10 more background on this, but at this point -- can |
11 Q. Okay. Were you aware -- well, who 11 ask him aquestion?
12 negotiated the Oliver North contract; did you have |12 MR. DICKIESON: Sure.
13 any knowledge of that? 13 MR. COLLINS: Did you take it he was
14 A. No, s, | don't. 14 acting as an attorney in that role --
15 Q. When you were -- is that because you 15 THE WITNESS: Well, sure.
16 haveforgotten or you just never knew? 16 MR. COLLINS: -- in that
17 A. | never knew that. 17 conversation?
18 Q. Didyou ever have any discussions with 18 So we're going to take the position,
19 Wayne LaPierre about the Oliver North contract? |19  let'sjust say, it's privileged, but we will
20 A. No, not that | can recall. | know he 20 evauate and get back to you no later than the lunch
21 wasn'tin on the audit committee meetings. 21 break. Butthen | would instruct you not to answer.
22 Q. Didyou ever have any discussions with 22 BY MR. DICKIESON:
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1 Q. Let meask the foundation questions. 1 The stakes are too high. If welose
2 When you were talking to Mr. Hart, 2 totheNew York AG, the NRA goes -- they're going to
3 washegiving you any legal advice? 3 dissolve our charter and we're gone.
4 A. Hart wasgiving uslegal advice on every 4 o, yes, | want legal advice for
5 agpect of this -- of everything we were doing at 5 every step | take, if | can possibly haveit.
6 that point because -- 6 Q. Andyou mentioned that you want the
7 Q. No, no,no-- 7 advice and the opinions. My question is, did you
8 A. Canl finish? 8 aso get factsfrom Mr. Hart about the Oliver North
9 Q. -- I'mtalking about the conversation. 9 contract?
10 A. Canl| finish my answer? 10 MR. COLLINS: Y ou can say yes or no.
11 MR. COLLINS: No, let him finish. 11 A. Yeah.
12 A. Hewasgiving us-- we always wanted 12 Q. Okay. What facts did you get from
13 lawyersthere because we wanted their opinionsabout |13  Mr. Hart about the Oliver North contract?
14 everything once we found out the New York AG was |14 MR. COLLINS: And at thistime, I'm
15 coming after us. | mean -- 15 instructing you not to answer to the extent those
16 Q. When did you find out that the New Y ork 16 factswere discussed in connection with you -- you
17 AG was coming after you? 17 obtaining legal advice.
18 A. Weeks, at most, before we hired the 18 THE WITNESS: Okay.
19 Brewer firm, and | can't tell you when that was. 19 Q. Didyou rely on any factsthat Steven
20 Q. Okay. So early 20187 20 Hart gave you in your evaluation of the Oliver North
21 A. ldon't-- I wishl could remember when 21 contract?
22 wehired Bill, but | don't know. 22 A. Absolutely.
Page 50 Page 52
1 Q. Okay. 1 Q. Andwhat facts did you rely on in making
2 A. Bound to have some documents, but it was 2 that decision?
3 very shortly before we hired Bill because we said, 3 A. Theonesthat Steve gave me.
4 oh, God, we got to get ready for this. 4 MR. COLLINS: Otherwise, I'm
5 Q. Inthe conversation with Mr. Hart where 5 instructing you not to get into the substance at
6 Yyou discussed the Oliver North contract, was he 6 thistime.
7 giving you legal advice, or was he providing you 7 MR. DICKIESON: So you're
8 factsabout the Oliver North contract? 8 instructing him not to answer the facts that he
9 A. Both. 9 relied onin approving the Oliver North contract?
10 Q. What facts was he giving you about the 10 MR. COLLINS: No. You canask him
11 Oliver North contract? 11 what factsdid herely on. | thought it wastied to
12 MR. COLLINS: I'm going to instruct 12 what Steve Hart -- facts Steve Hart told him.
13 you that that's privileged at thistime if whatever 13 BY MR. DICKIESON:
14 factshe gave you was pursuant to also givingyou |14 Q. Okay. What factsdid you rely onin
15 lega advice on the facts that he's telling you. 15 approving the Oliver North contract?
16 THE WITNESS: Okay. 16 A. All of that was discussed in the
17 Q. Didyou think you needed legal advice 17 executive session with multiple lawyers present,
18 with respect to the Oliver North contract? 18 SO...
19 A. I'mlike every trial lawyer. | think 19 MR. COLLINS: But I think you can --

20 I'mthe best guy that ever walked in the courtroom, |20 (Off the record between co-counsel.)
21 but | know better than that. When | can have a 21 THE WITNESS: Hey. Come here, guys.
22 lawyer's opinion on something, | want it. 22 (RECESS, 11:01 am. - 11:02 am.)

www.L exitasl egal.com/Premier Lexitas 888-267-1200 (13) Pages 49 - 52
APP0878



Caég‘?@éryrgé%%ggeﬁ-e-BK Document 280-23 Filed 07/06/21 Page 16 of 89 Pagelp

I%I Cotton

ruary 7, 2020

Page 53 Page 55
1 MR. COLLINS: I think you asked him 1 don't recall any written document.
2 what factsdid herely on. 2 Q. Beforeyou put that away, isthat
3 MR. DICKIESON: Yes. 3 contract summary an accurate summary of the Oliver
4 MR. COLLINS: Wewill allow himto 4 North contract with Ackerman McQueen?
5 answer what facts. 5 A. Wéll, aswe learned later, no.
6 THE WITNESS: The factsthat | 6 Q. What'sinaccurate about it?
7 personally relied upon in recommending adoptionof | 7 A. He'saW2 employee, and his involvement
8 thisresolution concerning the Oliver North contract | 8 as an employee of AcMc isnot limited to TV shows.
9 wasthefact that he was an independent contractor 9 Q. Anddoesthisindicatethat heisnot a
10 that wasunder contract to be the talent, if you 10 W2 employee?
11 will, inatota of 36 TV shows, 12 monthly -- | 11 A. Wédll, the document speaks for itself.
12 mean, 12 annually for three years. 12 Q. Butwhat isit about a W2 employee that
13 BY MR. DICKIESON: 13 you think isinaccurate about this contract summary?
14 Q. Any other facts? 14 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
15 A. Thosethat arelisted here, his 15 A. Okay. I'msorry. Try that question
16 notoriety, hisvalue to the NRA intermsof apublic |16 again. I'msorry. | wasreading it.
17 figureand all of that. 17 Q. Your testimony was that this contract
18 (Cotton Exhibit 3, North Contract Summary, was |18 summary was not accurate because it didn't represent
19 marked for identification.) 19 hisW2 employee status.
20 Q. Let meshow you what we'll mark as 20 A. Correct.
21 Exhibit 3, a contract summary that was used during (21 Q. What status does this represent?
22 the Hart deposition. 22 A. lIt'ssilent asto the status, but it is
Page 54 Page 56
1 Do you recognize this contract 1 limited to 12 feature-length episodes will be
2 summary? 2 produced during each 12 month of the three-year
3 A. | dontrecall ever seeing this. 3 contract.
4 MR. COLLINS: Would you hold on a 4 Q. You say that'sinaccurate?
5 minute. 5 A. Yes.
6 Okay. Gotcha. Okay. Please go 6 Q. What'sinaccurate about that?
7 ahead. | apologize. 7 A. HesaW2 employee without any
8 A. | don'trecall ever seeing this. 8 limitation on what he will be doing for AcMc.
9 Q. Didyou ask for something like a 9 Q. Haveyou seen the contract for Oliver
10 contract summary to be drafted for the audit 10 North?
11 committee? 11 A. No.
12 A. No. 12 Q. Sohow do you know that there's no
13 Q. Doyou know if anyone did prepare a 13 limitation on what he does for Ackerman McQueen?
14 contract summary for the audit committee? 14 A. Based on discussion with counsel.
15 A. | don't know who prepared Exhibit 3, 15 Q. Which counsdl?
16 but -- so the answer isno, | don't know if someone |16 A. Bill Brewer, Sarah, perhaps John Frazer.
17 asked for it or not. 17 I'm not sure about John.
18 Q. | believeyou said it's your testimony 18 Q. Okay. Did the audit committee have the
19 that there was no written document that wasbeing |19 compensation levelsthat's -- before it when it was
20 considered by the audit committee that summarized |20 considering the Oliver North contract?
21 the North contract; is that right? 21 A. Il don'trecal. | don't recal that,
22 A. | don'trecal testifying to that, but | 22 no.
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1 Q. Do you consider that afactor that 1 employee, that was a huge change. It wasasea
2 should be considered by the committee? 2 change.
3 A. No. 3 Now, whether or not there were any
4 Q. Itdidn't matter if it was 25 million or 4 amendments to his employment contract after the
5 $25,000? 5 point hefirst signed it, | don't know.
6 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 6 Q. Your testimony just said that there was
7 A. No. | mean, whatever Colonel North and 7 arepresentation of an independent contractor
8 AcMc -- whatever they decided to pay him for, that's | 8 status. Areyou again referring to representations
9 fine. That's between them, not us. 9 by Mr. Hart and Mr. North?
10 Q. Doyou think that there's a greater 10 A. I'mnot going to --
11 possibility for personal interest and conflict if 11 MR. COLLINS: Objection to what --
12 theamount isvery large? 12 A. I'mnot going into what counsel said.
13 A. Notif it'struly an independent 13 MR. COLLINS: Objection.
14 contract. If al hewas under contract to dois 14 WEéll, you can certainly answer as to
15 make TV shows, then there was no risk to the NRA. |15 Mr. North or Colonel North. Excuse me.
16 If hedidn't perform under his contract, that's an 16 Q. Areyou relying on arepresentation of
17 AcMc issue, not ours. 17  Mr. North that he was going to be -- that he was an
18 Q. Asfar asdivided loyalty between the 18 independent contractor?
19 NRA, do you think that loyalty would be greater 19 A. Yes. | trusted him.
20 towardsan employer that's paying you $2 million |20 Q. Okay. And that representation was made
21 than an employer that's paying you $2,000? 21 inaphonecal?
22 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 22 A. Yes.
Page 58 Page 60
1 A. If hewasaW2 employee, absolutely. If 1 Q. And how long was that phone call?
2 hewas an independent contractor, no. 2 A. A few minutes.
3 Q. Sothat statusisreally the most 3 Q. What was the purpose of the phone call?
4 important thing in your mind; isthat right? 4 A. Hewas-- hewas-- number one, as|
5 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 5 mentioned earlier, seemed to be concerned that
6 A. Asl'vesad earlier, it is not the most 6 somebody was out to get him. And | assured him, no,
7 important. It isanimportant issue. 7 we'reworried about the AG. We have to document
8 Q. Okay. What isthe most important issue? 8 everything.
9 A. Thereisno singleissue. 9 And heaso -- well, | can't be sure
10 Q. Okay. Theresolution on Exhibit 2, 10 what else he wastalking about. | don't remember.
11 second page, has the second criteriathat, "That any |11 Q. Thiswas before the audit committee
12 materia change in the terms of the AMc contract or |12 meeting in September of 2018; is that correct?
13 dutiesunder the AMc contract bedisclosedtothe |13 A. Asl told you before, | cannot tell you
14 committee and approved prior to execution." 14 if it was before that or if it was between the
15 Were you aware of any material 15 September meeting and the annual meeting in the next
16 changein the terms of the Ackerman McQueen contract |16  April.
17 during that time period after the audit committee 17 Q. So my question goes to when you were at
18 and before April of 2019? 18 the audit committee meeting in September 2018, and
19 A. Therewas materia changein that we 19 your belief isthat thisis an independent contract
20 adopted this resolution based upon the understanding |20 and not an employee contract?
21 and the representation that he was an independent |21 A. Correct.
22 contractor. When it turned out that he was a W2 22 Q. Andyoudon't know if you talked to
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Page 61 Page 63
1 Colonel North before the meeting. What was the 1 Q. Okay.
2 basisfor your understanding that this was an 2 A. | --1won't say that.
3 independent contract? 3 MR. COLLINS: Okay.
4 A. Ijusttoldyou. 4 Q. Now, wereyou aware that Wayne LaPierre
5 Q. Thediscussion with Colonel North? 5 negotiated the contract and selected that this would
6 A. That was one of the things, yes. 6 bean employment contract?
7 Q. But that happened after the meeting? 7 A. I'm--
8 A. | don'tknow if it did or not, | told 8 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
9 youearlier. Youkeeptryingtopinmedownonthe | 9 A. I'mawarethat that is not the case.
10 time. | don't know. | can tell you sequence for 10 Q. What are you aware about Wayne
11 most of it, but | don't know. 11 LaPierre'srole in negotiating the contract with
12 Q. Soif youdon't know if it happened 12 Oliver North?
13 before, then how do you know that it was an 13 A. I'maware that he did not.
14 independent contract at the time of the meeting? 14 Q. How do you know that?
15 A. Because that was discussed in the 15 A. Talkedto Wayne.
16 meeting. 16 Q. And he said that he was not involved in
17 Q. By whom? 17 negotiating the Oliver North's contract?
18 A. By the entire committee. 18 A. Now you're going off track.
19 Q. The entire committee had information 19 Asto whether or not he was an
20 that you didn't have? 20 independent contractor or employee, Wayne had
21 A. No, the entire committee -- fellow 21 nothing to do with that. Now, if he had any other
22 members of the committee didn't have any more 22 discussions, | don't know.
Page 62 Page 64
1 information. We were given information by our 1 Q. Okay. Sowasheinvolved inthe
2 lawyersin the meeting. 2 negotiations of the contract?
3 Q. Sooneof your lawyers said that there 3 A. Youwill haveto ask Wayne.
4 was -- thiswas an independent contract; is that 4 Q. Wedid.
5 correct? 5 Do you know --
6 A. | don'trecal the specific discussion. 6 A. Okay. You got your answer.
7 Q. Did someone at the meeting say this was 7 Q. Doyouknow if he wasinvolved?
8 anindependent contract? 8 MR. COLLINS: Do you know?
9 A. How many times| do haveto say, | don't 9 A. | donot know.
10 remember the conversations. 10 Q. Do you know that he was the person who
11 Q. How did you cometo the conclusion this 11 was pushing for the Ackerman McQueen contract with
12 was an independent contract? 12 Oliver North?
13 A. Based onthediscussion. Based onthe 13 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
14 information that we were provided. 14 A. I'msorry. Askit agan.
15 Q. And my question s, if you remember 15 Q. Do you know if he was the main driver
16 that, when did you get that information that this 16 behind the proposal to have Oliver North become
17 was an independent contract? 17 president of the NRA, and to take ajob with
18 A. We had that information as of that 18 Ackerman McQueen to replace the income he was going
19 meeting. 19 toloseat Fox News.
20 Q. Okay. 20 A. Compound question. You're going to have
21 A. By whom, | can't tell you right now. 21 tobreak it down.
22 I'mnot sure. 22 Q. Okay.
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A. No.

13 presidents?

1
2 Q. Sonoone ever told you before the

3 meeting that the purpose of the Ackerman McQueen
4 contract wasto give Oliver North apaid position so
5 that he could become president of the NRA?

6 A. What | wastold wasthat Ackerman

7 McQueen had been recruiting Colonel North for quite
8 sometimeto do TV shows, and that he was going to
9 bedoing TV shows. That'sal | knew.

10 Q. Okay. Do you know why Oliver North was

11 asked to be president of the NRA outside of the

12 normal course of the election process for

14 A. Pete Brownell, the then president, was

15 not going to -- | say run for his second year in

16 office because his-- he -- he was running

17 Brownells, his company, and he just didn't have time
18 todoit, so we had to have someone else.

19 Q. But this had nothing to do with he

20 wasn't going to run again. He was actualy

21 resigning; isthat correct?

22 A. No. If | remember correctly, thiswas

ruary 7, 2020
Page 65 Page 67
1 Do you know if Oliver North was 1 al at the annual meeting week and he would have
2 working for Fox News prior to coming to Ackerman | 2 been up for reelection at the board meeting, so...
3  McQueen? 3 Q. Doyou recal that Carolyn Meadows was
4 A. | know hewasacontributor. | don't 4 aninterim president after Pete Brownell resigned?
5 know what his status was. 5 A. Yes.
6 Q. Do you know that he was -- he had ajob 6 Q. Sohedidresign; isthat your
7 that he was working, making money? 7 understanding?
8 A. Likel say, | know he was a contributor 8 A. No, shewas-- that'swhat | get for
9 for Fox News. | don't know what his status was. 9 answering before you finished your question.
10 Q. Okay. So do you know that the NRA 10 Carolyn Meadows was second vice
11 doesn't pay its current presidents? 11 president. She was elected president by the board
12 A. Correct. That's... 12 @t the elections.
13 Q. Do you know that Oliver North would not 13 Q. In--inthe spring of 20187
14 takethe position of president unless he had 14 A. Yeah. April, whatever the meeting --
15 something to replace the income he was going to 15 meeting date wasin April 2019 -- '18 -- '19. My
16 lose? 16 Yyearsarerunning together.
17 A. Youwill haveto ask Ollie about that. 17 Q. Colonel North was removed from president
18 | don't know. 18 in 2019, so thiswould be 2018; isthat correct?
19 Q. Youdidn't know -- 19 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
20 A. No. 20 A. He-- Oliver North was not removed from
21 Q. --that wasthe reason for the Ackerman 21 thepresidency.
22 McQueen contract? 22 Q. Allright. But that'swhen histerm
Page 66 Page 68

1 ended; isthat correct?

2 A. Exactly.
3 Q. Soitwas2018--
4 A. '19.

5 Q. 2018 when Mr. Brownell was no longer
6 president of the NRA, and Carolyn Meadows became the
7 interim president; isthat right?
8 A. No.
9 Q. Allright.
10 A. I don'tthink.
11 Q. WEell leaveit there.
12 MR. COLLINS: Just what you
13 remember.
14 Q. Soisityour testimony today that when
15 Steven Hart told you that this was an independent
16 contract, that he waslying to you?
17 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
18 We're going to stay away from Steve Hart
19 conversation until 1 get back to you no later than
20 lunchtime, and let you know our position.
21 Q. Areyou going to refuse to answer that
22 question?
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Page 69 Page 71

1 MR. COLLINS: I'm instructing you on 1 consideration?

2 behalf of the NRA to -- 2 A. Itdidn't come to the audit committee.

3 A. Yes 3 Q. Isittypical that the audit committee

4 By the way, let me correct that 4 would approve and ratify a contract it had never

5 earlier. You'reright. Pete Brownell stepped -- he 5 seen?

6 didn't take a second term in 2018. That's when 6 MR. COLLINS: One second.

7 Colonel North -- in that interim there, there was a 7 Objection to the form.

8 period of time because of our structure Carolyn 8 A. Wedon't approve or reject contracts.

9 moved from second VP to president. And then 9 We make adecision on whether or not thereis an
10 sometime later before the next year, Colonel 10 irreconcilable conflict between one of the board
11 North -- | think Colonel North, at that meeting, was |11 members and some third party. We don't approve
12 elected second VP, and then some months later, but |12  contracts.
13 before the annual meeting -- it'samusical chairs, 13 Q. Allright. Solook at the resolution in
14 basicaly. 14 Exhibit 2 where it says, "Resolve that Lieutenant
15 But Carolyn resigns. Richard 15 Colonel North's continued participation in the AMc
16 Childress says he can't take it, can't take the 16 contract during his service on the NRA board and as
17 presidency because of hisjob duties. Carolyn -- 17 NRA officer is hereby approved and ratified.”
18 then Oliver North moved up to president, andwe |18 Do you see that?
19 later elected Carolyn second VP again. 19 A. | seeit.
20 So | tell you, it'skind of a 20 Q. Soisyour testimony that the audit
21 musical chairs deal to do that. 21 committee does not approve or ratify contracts?
22 Q. Andisit your understanding that that 22 A. Correct.

Page 70 Page 72

1 musical chairs scenario was planned at the time of 1 Q. Isthisstatement wrong in the

2 Pete Brownell's decision not to remain as president, | 2 resolution?

3 that Oliver North was going to replace him, but 3 A. It'spoorly worded. We don't have the

4 could not replace him right away? 4 authority to approve anything. All wecandois

5 A. Yes 5 havearuling, doesirreconcilable conflict exist?

6 Q. Do you know why Oliver North could not 6 Sothat's poor wording.

7 replace him right away? 7 Q. Andin the whereas clause before that,

8 A. | donot. 8 whereit says, "Whereas, the audit committee has

9 Q. Doyouknow if there was a conflict with 9 therefore determined that it is fair, reasonable and
10 his Fox News contract? 10 inthe best interests of the NRA to approve and
11 A. | don't know. 11 ratify Lieutenant Colonel North's continued
12 Q. Sothat issue never made it to the audit 12 participation in the AMc contract.”
13 committee, | takeit? 13 Isthat poor wording, too?
14 A. Doesn't come within the purview of the 14 A. Samewording, yes.

15 audit committee. 15 Q. And you reviewed that wording before you
16 Q. So Oliver North's contract with Fox News 16 signed this--
17 wasnever anissue when Oliver Northwasaboard |17 A. Yes.
18 member? 18 Q. --thisreport?
19 A. Issuefor whom? 19 Did the audit committee at some
20 Q. FortheNRA. 20 subsequent point reverse its decision?
21 A. | don't know. 21 A. Yes.
22 Q. It never came to the audit committee's 22 Q. Whenwasthat?
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Page 73 Page 75
1 A. Itwasat our -- | don't remember the 1 from the Bates stamp, was provided to us by the NRA,
2 date, but it was at the audit committee meeting 2 but it doesn't have your signature.
3 during the annual meeting, which would have been | 3 Do you believe that you signed
4 April of 2019. 4 these-- thisreport?
5 Q. What brought the issue back to the audit 5 A. NOo, becauseit says here that we met via
6 committee? 6 teleconference.
7 A. Wefound out that he was not an 7 Q. Youwould not sign reports where there
8 independent contractor, he was a W2 employee. 8 was attendance viateleconference?
9 Q. That'sthe onefact? 9 A. I'mnot at headquartersto sign.
10 A. That's-- that's enough, yes. 10 Q. Would they FedEx the --
11 Q. Who brought that fact to the attention 11 A. No.
12  of the audit committee? 12 Q. --report to you?
13 MR. COLLINS: Y ou can say who. 13 MR. COLLINS: Objection.
14 A. It had to be Bill Brewer. 14 Let him finish.
15 (Clarification requested by the Court Reporter.) 15 THE WITNESS: Sorry.
16 A. Let merephrasethat. It'seither Bill 16 MR. COLLINS: It'sfine. Sometimes
17 Brewer or genera counsel, John Frazer. 17 helll pause.
18 Q. Okay. Did you have discussions with 18 THE WITNESS: Yeah, | know. I'm
19 Bill Brewer, without getting into the substance of |19  getting into the conversation.
20 thediscussions, did you have discussionswith Bill |20 Q. So does this refresh your recollection
21 Brewer about the Oliver North contract? 21 that the discussion about the Oliver North contract
22 MR. COLLINS: Answer that yes or no. 22 revocation did not occur at the annual meeting, but
Page 74 Page 76
1 A. About the details or the terms of the 1 during atelephone conference?
2 contract, no, because | never saw it. | had 2 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
3 discussions -- 3 A. No, it doesn't.
4 MR. COLLINS: Wdll, just -- | can 4 There -- can we do --
5 let you answer about whether you had other 5 MR. DICKIESON: Why don't we take a
6 discussions about the contract with him, yes or no, 6 five-minute break.
7 but otherwise, any substance, I'm going to instruct 7 MR. COLLINS: Okay. Grest.
8 you not to answer as privileged at thistime. 8 (RECESS, 11:28am. - 11:35am.)
9 A. | had discussions with Bill Brewer about 9 MR. DICKIESON: All set?
10 the Oliver North contract in general terms. 10 MR. COLLINS: Yes.
11 Q. Okay. Did you have discussions with 11 BY MR. DICKIESON:
12 John Frazer about the Oliver North contract? 12 Q. Okay. We were discussing Exhibit 4 when
13 A. | cantrecal, but | strongly suspect | 13 you had a question for counsel and you took a break.
14 did. 14 Let me get back to Exhibit 4.
15 (Cotton Exhibit 4, NRA Report of Audit Committee, |15 Thisisthe May 30, 2019 report of
16 5.30.2019, NRA-AMc_00071202-205, was marked for |16 the audit committee that took place via
17 identification.) 17 teleconference; isthat right?
18 Q. Let'shave marked as Exhibit 4 the 18 A. Yes, gir.
19 report of the audit committee of the National Rifle |19 Q. The teleconference took place on
20 Association of America dated May 30, 2019. 20 May 30th a 3 p.m., correct?
21 Mr. Cotton, let me ask the 21 A. That'swhat it says.
22 introductory question: Thisexhibit, you can see 22 Q. Didyou call this board meeting -- |
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Page 77

mean, the committee meeting?
A. | hadto officialy call it and it had
to be officially approved by the president, but I'm
sure we all got together and decided when can we --
when can we all make ateleconference.
Q. Atthistime, Carolyn Meadowsisthe
president of the NRA; isthat right?
8 A. Yes
9 Q. She'sasoon the audit committee,
10 right?
11 A. Yes.
12 Q. Sowhat led you to call this
13 teleconference meeting?
14 A. During the audit committee meeting at
15 the-- during the annual meeting week, we addressed
16 the Oliver North contract. By thistime, we knew
17 that he was a W2 employee.
18 At that meeting, we withdrew our,
19 hateto use the word "approval," approval, sanction,
20 whatever you want to cal it, we withdrew that
21 pending further investigation.
22 Q. Okay. Wasthere further investigation

N o ok WON PP

Page 78

from the April board meeting prior to this May 30,
2019 teleconference?

A. Thereason we worded it that way, quite
frankly, was to give Colonel North an opportunity to
rectify the problem; either resign from the NRA
board and keep working for Ackerman McQueen, or
resign as an employee with Ackerman McQueen and stay
on the board. We were just trying to give Ollie
some more time.

Q. Soyoudidn't do any further

11 investigation?

12 A. No, there was no investigation.

13 Q. Look at the second page of Exhibit 4.

14 A. Okay.
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Page 81 Page 83
1 Q. Wasit Mr. Brewer who did the analysis
2 of the contract?

3 A. Agan--

4 MR. COLLINS: Y ou can answer that

5 yesorno.

6 A. You'reasking meif it was solely Bill

7 Brewer doing the analysis?

8 Q. Yes

9 A. No.

10 Q. Wasit the Brewer law firm that did the
11  analysis?

12 A. | don't know who al wasinvolved.

13 Q. Do you think somebody did an analysis of

14 the contract before the September 6, 2018 meeting?
15 A. Wadll, you'retrying to aim your flag on

16 theword "analysis," and | don't know what you mean
17 by that. It wasdiscussed. | wasinvolved in the

18 discussion with Bill Brewer. | was -- before the
19 meeting. | wasinvolved in the discussion during
20 themeetingitself. That'sall | can tell you.

21 Q. Okay. Andto your knowledge, there are

22 no written communications that relate to any

Page 84

1 analysis prior to the September 6, 2018 meeting; is
2 that right?

3 A. Nonewere created by me, nor have | seen

4 any.

5 Q. Okay. The next whereas clause states,
"Whereas, the audit committee based its analysis on
information made available to it by Lieutenant
Colonel North and Ackerman, including a purported
summary of the material terms of the Ackerman

10 contract (the 'summary of terms)."

11 Do you recall asummary of terms

12 being prepared and presented at the audit committee
13 meeting?

14 A. | dont.

15 Q. Doyou believe that thisreport is

16 accurate, or inaccurate when it talks about a

17 summary of terms?

18 A. If I could recall what -- if | could

19 recall what went on in that meeting, | could answer
20 that question, but since | can recall it, | can't

21 answer that.

22 Q. Haveyou looked for inyour filesa

()]

© 0
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Page 85 Page 87
1 summary of terms of the audit committee meeting-- | 1 A. | did not.
2 presented at the audit committee September 6, 20187 | 2 Q. Have you turned over to your counsel
3 A. | don't have any separate filesto look 3 your e-mail records relating to the Ackerman McQueen
4 through. 4 dispute?
5 Q. Do you keep separate files on each audit 5 A. | cansay this: Everythingthat | have
6 committee meeting? 6 related to NRA, everything, going back to 2001, if
7 A. No. 7 it'sstill on my computer, which | know it's not
8 Q. Does anyone keep separate files on each 8 because I've had computer failures, but everything |
9 audit committee meeting? 9 had wasturned over.
10 A. | canonly speak for myself. | mean, 10 Q. When wasthat done?
11 obvioudly, we keep it at headquarters, but | don't 11 A. I'mnot certain. Towards the end of
12 know if any audit committee members do. 12 last quarter of last year, I'm guessing.
13 Q. Who at headquarters keeps those audit 13 That's a guess.
14 committee meeting minutes or notes? 14 Q. The-- towardsthe end of 2019?
15 A. If they are kept -- well, it would be 15 A. That's-- that's aguess.
16 speculation. | would have to guessthe committee |16 Q. Okay. By "everything," isthat --
17 secretary. 17 you're talking about paper files?
18 Q. For purposes of thisteleconference, 18 A. | don't keep paper files.
19 David Warrenislisted as committee secretary; is |19 Q. Okay. Sowhen you receive areport like
20 that correct? 20 Exhihit 4 or Exhibit 2, do you receive them in paper
21 A. Heis. 21 form?
22 Q. WhoisDavid Warren? 22 A. Yeah, they'rein paper form. It's not
Page 86 Page 88
1 A. Heworksinthetreasurer's office. 1 senttome. It'sliteraly on my desk at the board
2 Q. Doeshework for Mr. Tedrick? 2 meeting.
3 A. | don't know what the hierarchy is 3 Q. Okay. And then what happensto the --
4 there. | don't know if he -- | don't know if the -- 4 your copy of those reports?
5 if the corporate chart would show him under our 5 A. | leaveit there and the staff picksit
6 treasurer or under Rick. 6 up.
7 Q. Do you take notes at meetings? 7 Q. Soyou don't have, either in your home
8 A. No. 8 orinyour office back in Houston, any NRA paper
9 Q. Doyouknow if other members of the 9 files?
10 audit committee take notes during the meetings? 10 A. No.
11 A. Theshort answer is, no, | don't know, 11 Q. Doyou have --
12 and| don't recall seeing anybody take notes. 12 A. Wedll, okay. Let meback up.
13 Q. Do you have any handwritten notes at all 13 I'll have some of our minute books,
14 related to NRA work? 14 but | just keep them for some period of time and
15 A. No. 15 then pitch them. Well, | shred them.
16 Q. That'snot your way of doing business? 16 Q. Arethose the sort of the colorful
17 A. My handwriting is so terrible, | can't 17 front --
18 read it after about an hour. If | can't typeit, | 18 A. Yeah.
19 don'tdoit. 19 Q. -- spird-ring --
20 Q. Doyou recall whether or not you 20 A. Yeah. Exactly, exactly.
21 prepared any typewritten notes of audit committee |21 Q. -- books?
22  meetings? 22 Do you have an NRA e-mail address?
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1 A. |do. 1 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
2 Q. Doyouuseit? 2 A. Again, | may be way off on thetiming
3 A. | have never gotten anything fromit. 3 here. | just don't know when | did it.
4 Q. Youmean, no one has ever sent you an 4 Q. Okay.
5 e-mail on that address? 5 A. But, yes, | turned over all emails, all
6 A. Some people have told me they sent an 6 texts. | didn't have any documents. Yeah. All of
7 e-mail, and why haven't you gotten back withme, and | 7 thee-mailsand al of the texts.
8 | never gotit. Sol don't know if it's not working 8 Q. Doyou recal the volume -- how would
9 orwhat. 9 youturnit over; did you turn over -- do you print
10 Q. Youdon't usethe NRA address? 10 them out and then send them?
11 A. Oh, no, | never send anything from it. 11 A. Oh,lord, no.
12 It'sjust away -- | do alot of public speaking and 12 MR. COLLINS: Just slow down a
13 | hand out cards at events, and the last thing | 13 littlebit. You'realittle bit talking over.
14 want isthousands of people sendingmeane-mail |14 A. I'mfrom Texas. | can't do that.
15 saying, what's going on? 15 No, | -- twowaystodoit. | used
16 So that's the way to send it there. 16 Dropbox for legal files and personal and everything
17 It'sforwarded to -- | don't know, domains. And 17 €lse.
18 it'sforwarded to a separate e-mail addressso | can |18 | created a separate file for
19 havethem all there and be ableto look at them, and |19 everything that | was going to put over there. |
20 there's never anything there. Maybe peoplearen't |20 use Outlook for my e-mails. And if you are familiar
21 sendingittome. | don't know. 21 withitornot, | created aPS-- it's called a PST
22 Q. But you have apersona e-mail 22 file, it'san export file, and | sent everything
Page 90 Page 92
1 address-- 1 that wasrelated to -- well, | put everything that
2 A. Yes 2 wasNRA related in an NRA folder on Outlook. Then
3 Q. --isthat right? 3 exported that asa PST file to that DropBox folder.
4 I know I've seen it, but what's your 4 Then for my text messages, didn't
5 personal email address? 5 have-- | didn't have any e-mails on there related
6 A. Waél, | got more than one. 6 toit, but my text messages, anything that was
7 Q. Right. 7 related to NRA, | used a program called Droid
8 A. | would say the primary one, if thereis 8 Transfer, | think it is, to transfer all of those
9 one, is charles@cottonfamily.com. 9 over to that DropBox folder, and then shared that
10 Q. That'sthe onel've seen. 10 folder with whatever company they used for
11 What other e-mail addresses do you 11 e-discovery iswhat | presuming.
12 use? 12 Q. Do you know the volume of documents that
13 A. Charles@texasshooting.com. I've got one 13 you transferred to NRA counsel?
14 that just goesto my phoneonly. | get too many 14 A. Ireally don't. | don't even remember
15 e-mailsto forward any of that other stuff to my 15 the, you know, the size and megabytes. | just don't
16 phone. I've got onethat goesto that. That's all 16 remember.
17 the personal stuff I've got. 17 Q. Youdidthat for al of your personal
18 Q. Okay. And so when you say you turned 18 accounts?
19 over everything to counsel for the NRA towardsthe |19 A. | didthat for all of my accounts,
20 end of 2019, are you talking about e-mailsyou 20 period. If it related to NRA.
21 receiveto your persona e-mails? 21 Q. Okay. Okay.
22 A. Yes. 22 Let's go back to Exhibit 4. Do you
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1 recall ever seeing something called a summary of 1 showed thein and out timeor not. Asl recal, it
2 termsthat was presented to the audit committee? 2 wasvery short because -- well, it -- all | recall
3 A. | don'trecdl it, no. 3 isitwasvery short.
4 Q. Aswesdit heretoday, isit your belief 4 Q. Doyou know if this resolution was
5 that thisreport is accurate, that there was a 5 prepared prior to the meeting and presented to the
6 summary of terms, or that thisreport isinaccurate? | 6 audit committee, or prepared after?
7 A. | don't know. | don't know. 7 A. Wadl, sinceit was on aconference call,

8 | don't know if thisreport is 8 | don't know. You know, | couldn't see what was
9 referring to awritten document, even. 9 in--wdl, it wouldn't have been David. It would
10 Q. Weéll, let'slook at the next whereas 10 havebeenin Frazer's hand or something, so | can't

11 clause, it says, "Whereas, the Summary of Terms, |11 tell you sinceit was a phone call.
12 capitalized, appeared consistent with the amendment |12 Q. Did you have any papersin front of you
13 which treated Lieutenant Colonel Northasathird |13  during this meeting --
14 party contractor of Ackerman and provided further |14 A. No.
15 that in exchange for specified compensation to 15 Q. -- onthetelephone?
16 Lieutenant Colonel North, 12 feature-length episodes |16 Did you participate in the meeting
17 of American Heroes would be produced duringeach 12 |17  or did you just listen?
18 months of athree-year contract.” 18 A. Wadll, aschairman, | had to participate.
19 When something says, "Appeared 19 | hadtocall it to order. | had to cal for the
20 consistent,” doesthat mean it'sin written form, or |20 votes.
21 isit someone's statement? 21 Q. Well, so my question is, there'salot
22 A. ldon'tknow. | may have seenit. | 22 of dates and specific facts here that if you don't
Page 94 Page 96
1 just don't recal it now. 1 have documentsin front of you, how do you remember
2 Q. Okay. Whenit says, "Appeared 2 those dates and those facts; is someone telling you
3 consistent with the amendment,” what'sthe amendment | 3  all of these facts in the conversation?
4 that they're referring to there? 4 MR. COLLINS: Y ou can answer that
5 A. | don't know. 5 Yyesorno.
6 Q. Do you know who prepared this -- this 6 THE WITNESS: What?
7 report? 7 MR. COLLINS: Y ou can answer it yes
8 A. | dontknow. My guessisDavid Warren. 8 or no, that question.
9 Q. Do you know if thiswas prepared by 9 A. Wdl, let mereadit.
10 counsel? 10 MR. COLLINS: Can we go off the
11 A. By one of the lawyers? 11 record.
12 Q. Yes. 12 (Off therecord.)
13 A. I don't know that. 13 (RECESS, 11:56 am. - 11:58 am.)
14 Q. Doyou recal discussions of an 14 THE WITNESS: Okay.
15 amendment during this teleconference? 15 BY MR. DICKIESON:
16 A. | don'trecal it, no. 16 Q. Soyou've had achanceto read the
17 Q. What do you recall about this May 30th 17 entire Exhibit 4, the report of the audit committee
18 3 p.m. teleconference? 18 for May 30, 2019.
19 A. About the substance of the meeting 19 Does that refresh your recollection
20 itself? 20 that this document was prepared by counsel ?
21 Q. Yes. 21 A. Widll, first of all, | didn't read the
22 A. Not much, because | don't know if we 22 wholething, | just read the part dealing with
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1 Oliver North. 1 togetintothat. It'sattorney-client privilege.
2 It doesn't refresh my recollection 2 Q. You'regoing to refuseto answer the
3 of who drafted it, because again, it was atelephone | 3 question about what is meant by "multiple material
4 conference. | surmisefrom reading thisthatitwas | 4 breaches' that's reported in the report of the audit
5 crafted by general counsel. 5 committee; isthat right?
6 Q. What leadsyou to that conclusion? 6 A. Wadl, that's adifferent question.
7 A. Just frankly, the wording of the writing 7 Q. Wadl, answer it, please.
8 syle. 8 MR. COLLINS: Wait --
9 Q. Doesthewording reflect what actually 9 A. Redtateit.
10 took place during the phone call? 10 Q. Youdidn't understand it?
11 A. 1 don't remember the full details of it, 11 A. No.
12 but the overall substance of it, yes. 12 Q. Okay. So areyou not going to provide
m 13 any testimony about what it means when it says,
m T 14 "Multiple material breaches of its services
m T 15 agreement with the NRA," in the report of the audit
m I 16 committee dated May 30th?
H T L A That paragraph means we discussed the
m I 1 foctsof those cases
m I . O Okay. Sowhat factsdid you discuss.
m T MR. COLLINS: Was counsel in the
m I > ooma that time?
n I 22 THE WITNESS: Absolutely.
Page 98 Page 100
1 During your conference call, do you 1 MR. COLLINS: Was counsel --
2 recall adiscussion of the case numbers of the two 2 THE WITNESS: Well, counsel was on
3 Ackerman suits? 3 thephone. Thisisateleconference.
4 A. Dol specifically recal the case 4 MR. COLLINS: Oh, I'm sorry.
5 number, no. 5 Were those facts being related for
6 Q. Do you recall discussion of the multiple 6 purposes of obtaining legal advice?
7 material breaches of the services agreement that 7 THE WITNESS: Y eah.
8 Ackerman had committed? 8 MR. COLLINS: Based on that, we're
9 A. Yes 9 going to instruct you not to answer, to the extent
10 Q. Why wasthat being discussed at the 10 that it would divulge conversations with counsel.
11 audit committee meeting? 11 Q. You'regoing to refuseto answer?
12 A. Itwasbeing discussed, because 12 A. Yes.
13 remember, our role as the audit committeein dealing |13 Q. Have you since learned that any of those
14 with related party transactionsisto determineis 14 factsare not true?
15 thereanirreconcilable conflict. 15 A. No.
16 Q. Okay. 16 Q. Wasone of the factsthat Oliver North
17 A. Those facts were relevant to the 17 had refused to allow the NRA to see his contract?
18 existence or nonexistence of an irreconcilable 18 MR. COLLINS: Excuse me. Areyou
19 conflict. 19 asking from what was discussed at the meeting,
20 Q. What were the multiple material breaches 20 whether one of those factsisthe Oliver North
21 that was discussed in the call? 21 contract -- can you reword it to just say whether --
22 A. That waswith counsel, so I'm not going 22 wasthat one of the reasons related to that meeting?
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1 MR. DICKIESON: No, that's one of 1 A. There-- 1 don't know if therewasa
2 thefactsaleged in those lawsuits. 2 written document, but the factorsthat | had listed
3 MR. COLLINS: Right. 3  now -- | mean, enumerated several times now were
4 MR. DICKIESON: And I'm asking if he 4  discussed, yes.
5 hassincelearned that that's not true. 5 Q. Andwasit accurate that at the
6 MR. COLLINS: Okay. 6 September 6, 2018 meeting, Ackerman indicated that
7 Do you understand the question? 7 the NRA's counsel would be permitted to review the
8 A. Which paragraph are we talking about 8 Ackerman contract in full?
9 now, on page 2? 9 A. That wasreported to us.
10 Q. No, I'mtalking about your testimony 10 Q. By whom?
11 that you were given facts during this meeting about |11 MR. COLLINS: Okay. We're going to
12 thetwo lawsuits filed by the NRA against Ackerman. |12 haveto be careful on privilege purposes. Wasit
13 And my question was, did you subsequently learnthat |13 reported by counsel?
14 any of the factsthat you were provided turned out |14 THE WITNESS.: Yes.
15 to benot true? 15 MR. COLLINS: I'm going to instruct
16 MR. COLLINS: Answer that yes or no. 16 you not to answer.
17 A. No. 17 MR. DICKIESON: By whom? Who isthe
18 Q. Let'sgo up to the fourth whereas 18 counsel?
19 clause. 19 MR. COLLINS: Oh, I'm sorry. The
20 A. I'msorry, which page? 20 questionisjust who isthe counsel that you are
21 Q. The second page. 21 referring to.
22 It says, "Whereas, at its September 22 A. General counsel. John Frazer.
Page 102 Page 104
1 6, 2018 meeting, the audit committee approved and | 1 Q. John Frazer.
2 ratified Lieutenant Colonel North's continued 2 Did John Frazer indicate that this
3 participation in the Ackerman contract during his 3 was Ackerman that had told him this and not Colonel
4 serviceasan NRA director and officer based on 4 North?
5 consideration of the factors set forth in NY-NPC 5 A. |dontrecal that.
6 Section 715, aswell as based on the summary of 6 Q. Doyouknow if there was areview of the
7 termsand Ackerman'sindication that the NRA's 7 Ackerman contract in full at or about the time of
8 counsel would be permitted to review the Ackerman | 8 the September 6, 2018 by Steven Hart?
9 contractin full." 9 MR. COLLINS: Y ou can answer that
10 Do you see that? 10 yesor no.
11 A. | do. 11 A. By Steven Hart, | don't know.
12 Q. Isthat an accurate statement of what 12 Q. Didyou ever have any discussions with
13 occurred at the September 16, 2018 [sic] meeting? |13  Steven Hart about the contents of the Oliver North
14 MR. COLLINS: One second. 14 contract?
15 Y ou can answer that yes or no. 15 A. Theonel described earlier.
16 THE WITNESS: Hmm? 16 Q. Theonewhereyou -- where he told you
17 MR. COLLINS: Y ou can answer that 17 that this was an independent contract and not an
18 yesor no. 18 employment contract?
19 A. Yes 19 MR. COLLINS: Objection -- well.
20 Q. So at the September 6, 2018 meeting, 20 MR. DICKIESON: He's already
21 there was asummary of termsthat was considered? |21 testified to this.
22 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 22 MR. COLLINS: Right, but I'm saying
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1 we'retaking that that's privileged. You can ask it 1 either resign -- number one, drop the lawsuit, which
2 inadifferent way, but if you don't want to ask it 2 would have meant the end of our charter.
3 inadifferent way, we're going to contend that's 3 Q. "He"isLieutenant Colonel North; is
4 privileged, subject to coming back to you duringthe | 4 that right?
5 lunch break. 5 A. Yes.
6 MR. DICKIESON: Okay. 6 Q. How doyou tiein Ackerman McQueen into
7 Q. Didyou ever have any discussions with 7 what Lieutenant Colonel North is saying?
8 Woody Phillips about the Ackerman/North contract? | 8 A. Hewanted us to drop the lawsuit against
9 A. No. 9 Ackerman McQueen.
10 Q. Wereyou aware that Woody Phillips was 10 Q. Sothat's-- that's your evidence of a
11 involved in the review and negotiation of the Oliver |11  conspiracy?
12 North contract? 12 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
13 A. | havenoinformation on that at all. 13 A. That'sone evidence, as of thistime.
14 Q. Wereyou aware that Woody Phillips 14 Q. Okay.
15 actualy reviewed the Oliver North contract? 15 A. Wehavesince --
16 A. | don't know if hedid or not. 16 Q. Do you have anything else that shows a
17 Q. So at this May 30th teleconference, do 17 conspiracy between -- at the time this was drafted
18 Yyou believe you had al of the facts about the 18 and May of 20197
19 Oliver North contract you needed to revoke the prior |19 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
20 approval and ratification of the contract? 20 A. Asof thisparticular time, not now,
21 A. Yes. 21 right, or not any time subsequent?
22 Q. Down towards the bottom, second to the 22 Q. When thiswas drafted, May 2019.
Page 106 Page 108
1 last whereas clause on the second page, it says, 1 A. Okay.
2 "Whereas, the NRA believesthat Lieutenant Colonel | 2 Q. Yeah.
3 North subsequently conspired with Ackerman to 3 A. Dan Boren made acall to Wayne;, same
4 attempt to coerce the resignation of Wayne 4 threat. Chris Cox cameto Wayne; made the same
5 LaPiere” 5 threat. What elsewasit? | think there was
6 What is that based on? 6 something else, but | can't remember what it was.
7 A. Based on al of the events during annual 7 Q. Isityour understanding that Chris Cox
8 meeting week. 8 was conspiring with Ackerman McQueen, too?
9 Q. What events are you talking about? 9 A. Atthattime?
10 A. Talking about Oliver North's phone call 10 Q. Yes.
11 to Millie Hallow where he was essentially 11 A. lcan'tsay --al | can say isthat at
12 threatening Wayne, if you don't resign, AcCMcis 12 thattime, | certainly had a strong suspicion based
13 going to release a bunch of slanderous statementsto |13 on the fact that every one of these guys wanted
14 thepress. Andif youresign -- if you first 14 AcMc -- wanted the investigation of AcMc to stop.
15 non-suit the AcMc lawsuit and then resign, I'll 15 Q. Why?
16 negotiate agreat retirement package for you. 16 A. Why what?
17 Q. And what about that indicates that there 17 Q. Why did you think they wanted it to
18 wasaconspiracy between Lieutenant Colonel North |18  stop?
19 and Ackerman McQueen? 19 A. They're hiding something.
20 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 20 Q. And do you know what that something was?
21 A. I'msorry, but isthat a serious 21 A. Atthat time, no. Wewere till trying
22 question? He'sextorting our CEO, telling himto 22 tofind out.
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1 Q. Doyou know what it is now? 1 Q. Onthethird page of this Exhibit 4, it
2 A. | can't tell you anything that | haven't 2 dtates, "Whereas' -- the fourth whereas clause on
3 learned from counsel, Bill Brewer. 3 that page, "Whereas, in consideration of the above
4 Q. Okay. Hasthe audit committee taken any 4 information, the audit committee undertook to
5 stepstoinvestigate what Ackerman McQueenistrying | 5 reassess Colonel North's relationship with Ackerman
6 tohide? 6 based on the factors set forth in New York, NPC
7 A. We have an attorney and alaw firm doing 7 Section 715."
8 that. 8 Was there a consideration of that
9 Q. On behalf of the audit committee? 9 New York Non-Profit Code a section during that
10 A. On behalf of the NRA. 10 telephone conference?
11 Q. But my question is, hasthe audit 11 MR. COLLINS: Y ou can answer yes or
12 committee taken any stepsto find out what thefacts |12 no.
13 arewith the Ackerman McQueen dispute? 13 A. | don'trecdl it, butifit'sin here,
14 A. Youmean, have we -- asindividua audit 14 we had to.
15 committee members, have we done any investigationon |15 Q. Do you recall what that Section 715
16 our own? 16 relatesto?
17 Q. Hasthe audit committee done any 17 A. No. Wehave New Y ork counsel for that.
18 investigation? 18 Q. Whoisthe New York counsel?
19 A. Asindividua members or what? 19 A. Wadl, Whit Davisis board counsel and
20 Q. No, hasthe audit committee, as an 20 he's got someone with -- | don't remember the name
21 agendaitem, looked at the Ackerman McQueen dispute? |21  of the firm.
22 A. Weget -- the audit committee gets 22 Q. | seethat Whit Davis was present at the
Page 110 Page 112
1 periodic updates from Bill Brewer as to where we 1 teleconference. Isthere anyone else from hisfirm
2 ae 2 that's present at this board meeting -- | mean, this
3 Q. Okay. By "periodic," how often isthat? 3 audit committee meeting?
4 A. Whenever Bill has something to tell us. 4 A. | don'trecall, but if they're not
5 Q. And how often does the audit committee 5 listed, then they weren't.
6 meet? 6 | mean, it's possible for David to
7 A. Our scheduled meetings are threetimes a 7 make amistake, but | kind of doubt it.
8 year, but we can have additional meetings as 8 Q. What do you mean "for Davisto make a
9 necessary. 9 mistake;" what do you mean by that?
10 Q. Doyou recal any specia meetingsto 10 A. Possiblethat, you know, somebody was on
11 get areport from Bill Brewer? 11 the phone that he didn't get on thelist here, but |
12 A. Wéll, yeah. Probably ever special 12 doubt that's the case because he's good about
13 meeting we have, we get an update from Bill. 13 confirming.
14 Q. Okay. How many special meetings have 14 Q. Okay. Do you recall what the factors
15 you had since April of 20197 15 arethat are set forth in Section 715?
16 A. Couldn't tell you unlesstherewasa 16 A. | don't specifically. | do remember
17 report. Therewould be areport generated, so | 17 that it was going to be a problem under New Y ork
18 don't know. 18 not-for-profit law, but | can't tell you what the
19 MR. DICKIESON: Counsel, we haven't 19 specific...
20 seen any such reports, so we would ask those be 20 Q. Now, asyou sit here today, isit your
21 produced. 21 testimony that these whereas clausesin this
22 MR. COLLINS: Okay. Well check. 22 resolution accurately reflect the substance of the
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1 conversation, or that they were simply prepared 1 A. | cantel you what | think her function
2 dfter the call to clarify what the NRA's position 2 is. | don't know what her official titleis. |
3 was? 3 would call her an executive assistant.
4 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 4 Q. HasMillie Hallow's financial
5 A. | don't remember thiscall, but | can 5 transactions been brought to the attention of the
6 tell youwhat our procedure normaly is; that is, 6 audit committee at any time, to your knowledge?
7 when counsdl -- John Frazer, he'stheguy who,tomy | 7 A. No. | mean, no. It wouldn't come
8 knowledge, always doesthis. 8 within the scope of the audit committee.
9 He will prepare these dmost asa 9 Q. If Millie Hallow had been using NRA
10 discussion outline, and then we'll go through them. |10 fundsfor personal purposes, that would not come
11 WEell go through each lineitem. You know, what |11  within the scope of the audit committee?
12 ultimately winds up in the report may be that 12 A. That would be dealt with with personnel
13 origina version or it may be something different, 13 and her boss or whoever.
14 but likel say, that's the procedure. | can't tell 14 Q. If awhistleblower complained about
15 Yyou about that specific call. 15 Millie Hallow's personal use of NRA funds, would
16 Q. Okay. Soisit your understanding that 16 that come to the audit committee?
17  John Frazer led this discussion by going through 17 A. They could -- awhistleblower could
18 these points? 18 make -- could provide that information to us, but
19 A. No, that's not my recollection. 19 that'sthe kind of thing that we would refer back to
20 | don't know who led the discussion. 20 that person's boss and/or HR. Maybe general
21 My guessiscounsel, at least in part. 1'm just 21 counsel. Probably genera counsel.
22 saying asto who drafted the resolution. 22 Q. Areyou aware of any discipline action
Page 114 Page 116
1 Q. Okay. Soyou think it might have been 1 that wastaken against Millie Hallow for personal
2 drafted in advance, and then approved by the 2 useof NRA funds?
3 committee? 3 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
4 A. Wl -- 4 A. No.
5 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 5 Q. Areyou awarethat Millie Hallow used
6 A. ItisJohn'susual, but not, you know, 6 NRA fundsto pay for her son's wedding in Minnesota?
7 ironclad procedure to draft such resolutions, again, 7 A. | had adiscussion with Bill Brewer
8 asadiscussion point, an outline, if you will. 8 about that subject. And theonly --
9 | don't know if he doesit to save 9 MR. COLLINS: Wait. Not getting
10 timefor himself or what, but what he draftsmay or |10 into the substance.
11 may not be what ultimately winds up being adopted by |11 THE WITNESS: I'm not getting into
12 the committee, and asreflected in various reports. |12 that.
13 Q. Okay. You referred to Millie Hallow in 13 A. Theonly information | would haveis
14 your answer about the allegations against Oliver 14 what Bill gave me.
15 North conspiring with Ackerman McQueen; isthat |15 Q. Did Bill Brewer refer to Millie Hallow
16 right? 16 asaseria larcenist?
17 A. Her receiving aphone call from him? 17 A. Pardon me?
18 Q. Yes. 18 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
19 A. Yes. 19 Q. Did Bill Brewer refer to Millie Hallow
20 Q. WhoisMillie Hallow? 20 asaseria larcenist?
21 A. Sheworkswiththe NRA. 21 MR. COLLINS: We're anot getting
22 Q. Do you know what capacity? 22 into your conversations with Bill Brewer if the
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1 conversation was for the purpose of obtaininglegal | 1 Q. Have you seen document retention orders
2 advice. 2 that relate to other government investigations?
3 A. My entire discussion with Bill about 3 A. I dontrecal if | have seen one.
4 Milliewasto obtain legal opinions, legal advice. 4 Q. Okay.
5 Q. About Millie Hallow? 5 A. | mean, other than that one.
6 A. About anything. 6 Q. Areyouaware of aninvestigation by
7 Q. Why would you be getting -- seeking 7 Senate subcommittees against the NRA?
8 legal advice about Millie Hallow? 8 A. | don't recall any discussions about
9 A. Becausel wanted it. 9 that outside of privileged conversations with Bill
10 Q. Why would you want it? 10 Brewer.
11 A. Becausel did. 11 Q. Soyou are aware of Senate subcommittee
12 Q. And wasthere a context for why you 12 interest in the NRA?
13 wanted it? 13 MR. COLLINS: Y ou can answer that
14 A. No. Wéll, yeah, thereis. 14 yesor no.
15 We have the New York AG coming after 15 A. Yes.
16 us. Andwe have got to make sure that we arein 16 Q. Let'shave marked asthe next exhibit,
17  full compliance with New Y ork not-for-profit law. |17 Exhibit 5, aletter from the United States Senate
18 Thatisall | have focused on since we first found 18 Minority Leader Charles Schumer, and a ranking
19 out they were coming after us. Everything that | 19 member of the Senate Committee on Finance Ron Wyden
20 have done with the NRA sincethat time hasbeenfor |20 dated October 2, 2019.
21 that purpose. 21 (Cotton Exhibit 5, Senate letter, 10.2.2019, was
22 Q. Okay. What isthe New Y ork Attorney 22 marked for identification.)
Page 118 Page 120
1 Generd's officelooking at at the NRA? 1 Q. Let meask the genera question first.
2 A. Youdhaveto ask Bill that. | don't 2 Have you seen this letter before?
3 know. 3 A. No.
4 Q. That's been your entire focus, and yet, 4 Q. Takeaminute and read through it.
5 you don't know what they're looking at? 5 MR. DICKIESON: Well go off the
6 A. | know -- | know -- | know what they're 6 record while he doesthat.
7 looking at. 7 (RECESS, 12:25 p.m. - 12:27 p.m.)
8 Q. Soyoujust said you don't know. 8 THE WITNESS: Okay.
9 A. | said you'd haveto ask Bill. | didn't 9 BY MR. DICKIESON:
10 say | don't know. 10 Q. Soyour testimony isthat you've never
11 Q. Okay. Soyou do know? 11 seenthisletter before?
12 A. | know what Bill told me. 12 A. Correct.
13 Q. Okay. Youdon't -- you don't have 13 Q. Sofootnote 3 on the second page, | want
14 any -- you don't review things from -- that were 14 todirect your attention to. On the third line, it
15 received from the New Y ork Attorney General's 15 refersto, "Allegations contained in amemo prepared
16 office? 16 by NRA accountants and presented to NRA's audit
17 A. Oh, no. | have never seen any of that. 17 committee." Then it goeson to lead a number of --
18 That -- | need to correct that answer. 18 tolist anumber of -- well, just problematic
19 | saw a document retention order 19 transactions.
20 that was sent by the AG. 20 Do you know what they're referring
21 Q. A document retention order? 21 towhen they talk about NRA -- amemo prepared by
22 A. Yes. 22 NRA counsel presented to NRA's audit committee?
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1 A. Ithink I do.

2 Q. What doesthat refer to?

3 A. lItrefersto ameeting that we had with

4 whistleblowers, with the audit committee and with
5 counsel present.

6 Q. When wasthat?

7 A. Oh, God. I'm not sure.

8 Q. What year wasit?

© 00 N o b~ W NP

Page 123

Q. Asaresult of that report, did the
audit committee take any actions with respect to
these transactions?
MR. COLLINS: I'm going to object to
the form, but...
A. I'mtrying to remember.
Direct action by the audit
committee, no. We receive reports of actions being

9 A. Itwould have been reasonably close to taken.
10 thetimethat weretained the Brewer firm. I'mnot |10 Q. Okay. What actions were being taken?
11 sure. It would have been close to the time that 11 A. That wasall privileged information,
12 we-- closeto and after the time that we had 12 discussions with Bill Brewer.
13 retained the Brewer firm. 13 Q. Wadll, but actions are not privileged.
14 Q. That'sinthe early part of 2018; is 14 Sowhat actions did the NRA take?
15 that correct? 15 A. | don't know.
16 A. If I knew when that was, | would give 16 Q. Youdon't have any idea?
17 you the date, but it was shortly after we hired the 17 A. Theonly thing | can think of right now,
18 Brewer firm. 18 we conducted seminars on best practices and internal
19 Q. Andwhat actions did the NRA audit 19 control stuff. We had that for all of our
20 committee take in response to that memo prepared by (20 employees.
21 NRA accountants? 21 Q. And when were these seminars taken?
22 A. Wewere getting reports from the Brewer 22 A. | don't know.
Page 122 Page 124
1 firm more often then, finding out -- 1 Q. Wasthis after the Bill Brewer firm was
2 MR. DICKIESON: | note for the 2 advising you?
3 record that the witnessis speaking with his 3 A. | don't know when it was.
4 counsel. 4 Q. Wasit yearsago and had no relationship
5 MR. COLLINS: About a privilege 5 tothis, or wasthis one of the actions that was
6 issue. Butlet'sjust take a minute. 6 taken by the NRA asaresult of this memo by the NRA
7 THE WITNESS: Hang on a second. No, 7 accountants?
8 if he'sgoing to do that, okay. 8 A. | don't know how | can say | don't know
9 A. | can'ttell you becauseit'sal 9 sothat you will understand it. | don't know.
10 privileged information, discussions with Bill 10 Q. Okay. All right. Youcansay ita
11 Brewer. 11 number of ways.
12 Q. Didthe audit committee take any action 12 So let me look at -- focus your
13 other than discussing it with Bill Brewer? 13 attention on afew of these transactionsthat are
14 A. No. 14 referenced in Exhibit 5.
15 Q. Didthe audit committee investigate any 15 It says, "Including,” these are what
16 of these payments or actions? 16 the NRA accountants presented to the NRA's audit
17 A. That was being done for us. 17 committee, "Including paymentsto an IT consulting
18 Q. By whom? 18 firmwith linksto NRA CFO and treasurer Woody
19 A. The Brewer firm. 19 Phillips."
20 Q. Didthe Brewer firm provide areport 20 Was there any action taken by the
21 with respect to these issues? 21 audit committee with respect to those payments with
22 A. Verba updates, yes. 22 linksto Woody Phillips?
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1 A. Yes 1 A. | don't remember that memo at all.
2 Q. What action was taken? 2 Q. Okay. Areyou aware of the next issue,
3 A. They were -- it went through our regular 3 "senior management override of internal controls,
4 related party transaction process, came before the 4 that led to violations of accounts payable
5 committee, and it was -- if | remember correctly, we | 5 procedures and HR policy"?
6 found noirreconcilable conflict. | don't remember | 6 A. | remember adiscussion of it. | know
7 if therewere any provisonsaong withthat or not. | 7 that it was being investigated by the Brewer firm.
8 Q. Sothat was-- that action was ratified 8 | don't remember the results of that investigation.
9 dfter thefact; isthat correct? 9 Q. Toyour knowledge, the audit committee
10 A. Correct. 10 didn't do anything with respect to that issue?
11 Q. Okay. Thenextissueis, "A $1.8 11 A. Wadl, we haven't yet. | don't know if
12 million rental of ahome belonging to afilm 12 theinvestigations are ongoing or not.
13 producer who had arelationship with executivevice |13 Q. Okay. But it's been amost two years
14 president Wayne LaPierre." 14 since this memo was provided to the audit committeg;
15 What action was taken by the audit 15 isthat right?
16 committee with respect to that transaction? 16 A. Yeah. And we're still trying to get
17 A. Ifitiswhat I'm thinking about, no 17 documents from your client.
18 action was necessary because the allegation was 18 Q. What documentsis the audit committee
19 false 19 tryingto get from Ackerman McQueen?
20 Q. Youdon' think that the NRA did pay 1.8 20 A. "We" being NRA, not the audit committee.
21 million for rental of ahome belonging to afilm 21 Q. Okay. What documentsisthe NRA trying
22 producer? 22 to get from Ackerman McQueen?
Page 126 Page 128
1 A. Forrental of ahome, no. 1 A. Youdhaveto look at our pleadings.
2 Q. Wasit for rental of something else? 2 I'm quite sure you know which ones.
3 A. If | remember -- if thisiswhat were 3 Q. Isthat something you reviewed, the
4 talking about, it was -- your clients claimed it was 4 pleadings, NRA's pleadings?
5 afilming location. 5 A. No.
6 Q. Sotheaudit committee reviewed that and 6 Q. Sohow do you know which documents the
7 found nothing improper about it? 7 NRA istrying to get?
8 A. ldont--1don't--well, | don't 8 A. | don't know which documents. | know we
9 remember addressing that one. 9 need documents supporting all of the charges that
10 Q. Okay. Do you know -- 10 you haveinvoiced to us, and we haven't gotten them.
11 A. Becauseit wasn't arelated party 11 Q. Haveyou had adiscussion about that
12 transaction. 12 with the treasurer, Craig Spray?
13 Q. Doyou know if the film producer had a 13 A. About?
14 relationship with executive vice president Wayne |14 Q. About that the NRA hasn't received
15 LaPierre? 15 backup for invoices.
16 A. | don't remember anything like that. 16 A. All of theinvoices?
17 No. 17 Q. Yes.
18 Q. Okay. Isthat the way it was presented 18 A. No, | have not had a discussion with
19 inthe memo? 19 Craig Spray about that.
20 A. Inwhat memo? 20 Q. Okay.
21 Q. The memo prepared by NRA accountants and 21 A. | discussed that with our counse.
22 presented to NRA's audit committee. 22 Q. Okay. ThisisBill Brewer?
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A. Brewer.

Q. Okay. Areyou aware of any conflict of
interest that Bill Brewer may have with Ackerman
McQueen?

A. No.

Q. Areyou awarethat he'sthe
brother-in-law of Revan McQueen, the CEO of Ackerman
8 McQueen?
9 A. Who?

10 Q. Revan McQueen.

N o ok WON PP

© 00 N o b~ W NP

1

o

Q. Thenext item on Exhibit 5in this
footnote is, "Reimbursement of expenses relating to
apartments and living expenses beyond the NRA HR
policy manual's stipulations, and on a permanent
basis."

Did the audit committee look into

that issue?

A. No, because that wouldn't come within
the purview of the audit committee.

Q. Thismemo was presented to the audit

11 A. Okay. What about him? 11 committee, though, correct?
12 Q. He'sthe brother-in-law of Revan McQueen 12 A. Correct.
13 at Ackerman McQueen. 13 Q. Did that issue get farmed out to some
14 A. Okay. 14 other committee for analysis?
15 Q. Didyou know that? 15 A. Not another committee, no.
16 A. Yeah. 16 Q. Didit get farmed out to some other
17 Q. Didyou know that he's the son-in-law of 17 place?
18 Angus McQueen? 18 A. Tothe Brewer firm.
19 A. Yeah. 19 Q. Okay. Thenextitem on thislistis,
20 Q. Sotoyour mind, did that create any 20 "Allegations of extortion related to alleged
21 conflict of interest for Bill Brewer? 21 financial improprietiesinvolving more than $200,000
22 A. No. 22 inwardrobe purchases by NRA executive vice
Page 130 Page 132
1 Q. Wereyou aware that Steven Hart has 1 president Wayne LaPierre."
2 tedtified that he repeatedly complained that there 2 Did that issue -- what -- did the
3 wasaconflict of interest between Bill Brewer and 3 audit committee take any action on that issue?
4 Ackerman McQueen? 4 A. That wasnot included in any -- it was
5 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 5 never brought up in this audit committee meeting, so
6 A. | amnot awarethat he testified to 6 | don't know where Chuck Schumer got this.
7 that, but if hedid, it's quite the opposite of what 7 Q. Okay. Did that issue come up at some
8 hetold me. 8 subsequent meeting of the audit committee?
9 Q. What did hetell you? 9 A. Wadll, after you guys put that
10 MR. COLLINS: Wasit for legal 10 information out in the public media, yeah.
11  advice or wasit just -- 11 Q. Okay.
12 MR. DICKIESON: He's aready opened 12 A. Wédll, not with the audit committee, but
13 thedoor on this. 13 with Bill Brewer.
14 MR. COLLINS: No, he hasn't. He 14 Q. Sotheaudit committee did not address
15 just said agenera statement. 15 the Zegnawardrobe purchases?
16 Wasit for purposes -- 16 A. Again, that doesn't come within the
17 THE WITNESS: Of course. 17 purview of the committee. It was being investigated
18 MR. COLLINS: So we're going to 18 by our counsel.
19 instruct you nhot to answer. 19 Q. Do you have any evidence -- when you say
20 Q. Soyou're going to refuse to answer what 20 that you guys released this to the public, do you
21 you meant by your last answer? 21 have any evidence that that, in fact, is the case,
22 A. Based oninstructions of counsdl, yes. 22 that Ackerman McQueen released that information to
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1 thepublic? 1 middleof an answer. 1'd like him to finish his
2 A. Yeah 2 answer.
3 Q. What isyour basisfor that? 3 THE WITNESS: I'm going to take a
4 A. I'mtrying to remember the sequence of 4  break.
5 events. Ollie North, was part of his attempt to get 5 MR. COLLINS: It'sbased on a
6 LaPierreto drop the AcMc lawsuit, to non-suit it, 6 privilegeissuethat you want some advice now?
7 andresign. That was one of thethingsthat hesaid | 7 MR. DICKIESON: It wasn't him that
8 that AcMc was going to release to the media. 8 wasasking for advice. You interrupted him. Hewas
9 Q. Areyou aware of anything released to 9 answering.
10 the mediaafter the Oliver North phone call? 10 MR. COLLINS: Sorry. Asyou know,
11 A. There have been alot of things released 11 you're not allowed to waive the privilege -- NRA's
12 tothemediathat, in my gut, as you were asking 12 privilege on its behalf.
13 earlier, | know your clients did, and whether or not |13 THE WITNESS: Understand.
14 we have proof of that yet, | don't know. 14 MR. COLLINS: Okay. Would this
15 Q. It'sagutimpression, but nothing that 15 answer require you to divulge privileged
16 you have got any evidence for? 16 information?
17 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 17 THE WITNESS: No.
18 A. No hard evidence. It'sjust when you 18 MR. COLLINS: Perfect. Great.
19 guysreleaseinformation like the alleged wardrobe |19 A. He sent an e-mail out with -- an e-mail,
20 purchases, you're the only one that would havethat. |20 | believe -- there was an attachment. | don't
21 We have been trying to get those documentsforever. |21 remember if it was an e-mail or not. I'm pretty
22 So based on -- based on who had sole possession of |22 sureit was. From Winkler, your client. Which |
Page 134 Page 136
1 theinformation or document, yeah, that'swhat'sthe | 1 found most interesting.
2 basisof my gut opinion. And the fact that your 2 Q. And that was done on April 22, 2019,
3 employee -- well, I'm sorry, your client'semployee, | 3 right?
4 Colonel North, said they were going to. 4 A. | havenoidea
5 Q. When you say that we've been looking for 5 Q. That was done before the Oliver North
6 thoserecordsforever, you say the audit committee | 6 call to Millie Hallow; isthat right?
7 has been looking for those records? 7 A. Idon't--1dontknow.
8 A. | never said that. 8 Q. Isityour understanding -- did you know
9 Q. What did you mean when you said "we"? 9 that Steven Hart was terminated on April 22nd after
10 A. TheNRA. 10 hesent that?
11 Q. TheNRA. 11 A. | know he wasterminated, but | don't
12 And are you aware that Steven Hart 12 know the date.
13 provided the Zegnaclothing letter prior to Colonel |13 Q. After that -- after you received that
14 North's phone call to selected members of the NRA |14 e-mail.
15 board? 15 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
16 A. Yeah. Hesent -- he sent an e-mail out, 16 A. | don't know when he was terminated.
17 if | remember correctly. 17 Q. Okay. | should actually use the term
18 Q. And you received that -- 18 "suspended.”
19 A. Which wasinteresting because -- 19 A. I'msorry.
20 MR. COLLINS: Wait. Can we take two 20 Q. | should use the term "suspended.”
21 minutes on that one. 21 Do you know whether he was
22 MR. DICKIESON: He'sright in the 22 suspended?
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1 A. No. 1 committee who may have provided information to the
2 Q. Didyou do anything with the Steven Hart 2 reporters?
3 e-mail and materials he provided attached to that 3 A. No.
4 e-mail on April 22nd? 4 Q. Doyouknow if Bill Brewer provides
5 A. No. 5 information to reporters?
6 Q. Youindicated that you think that that 6 A. |--no. | know good and well Bill
7 information about the Zegna clothing and the Winkler | 7 wouldn't do that.
8 letterswasonly in the possession of Ackerman 8 Q. Doyouknow if Bill Brewer communicates
9 McQueen; isthat right? 9 with reporters on aregular basis?
10 Isthat fair to say that that's how 10 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
11 you characterized it? 11 A. That, | don't know.
12 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 12 Q. Haveyou seen Bill Brewer quoted in
13 A. | didn't characterize the Winkler e-mail 13 newspaper articles?
14 inany fashion. All | know is-- in reference to 14 A. Yes
15 that email, isthat Hart sent the e-mail out, and 15 Q. Do you know how he gets quoted if
16 the attached letter was from Winkler, which was, to |16 he's-- if he's not communicating with reporters?
17 me, asalawyer, it was quite interesting. 17 A. | don't know if he'scommunicating. |
18 Q. And do you know how the information that 18 don't know if it goes through someone at his firm.
19 Steven Hart sent to you and other board memberswas |19 Q. Do you believe people at hisfirm are
20 released to the press? 20 communicating with reporters?
21 A. Dol know the mechanism that it was 21 A. | don't believethey're leaking
22 released, no. 22 information, if that's what you mean. Do they talk
Page 138 Page 140
1 Q. Do you know that it was released to the 1 tothe press, | would say, | think so just based on
2 press? 2 what you just said. | have seen quotes from Bill.
3 A. Wadl, | saw it in news spots. 3 Q. Doyou have any evidence that Ackerman
4 Q. Okay. Soisntit truethat people 4 McQueen isthe source of any leak to the press?
5 other than Ackerman McQueen had access to the 5 A. I'veaready answered that question
6 Winkler letters? 6 twice.
7 Y ou had access to the Winkler 7 Q. Justagut feeling?
8 letters, correct? 8 A. A gut feeling based on the release of
9 A. If you -- if you mean the original 9 information that only you guys would have.
10 letter, | don't know. If you mean the Hart e-mail, 10 Q. And areyou aware that we have beenin
11 yes. 11 litigation for coming up on ten months, and it's
12 Q. Okay. Do you know if the press got the 12 ill just agut feeling about Ackerman McQueen's
13 origina letter, or it got a copy of it 13 leaks?
14 electronicaly? 14 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
15 A. | have noway to know that. 15 A. For mepersonally, yes.
16 Q. Okay. Do you know -- did you leak the 16 Q. Okay. Let'sgo back to the top of this
17 Hart email and the Winkler letters to the press? 17 footnote, even before it talks about the memo
18 A. No. 18 prepared by NRA accountants -- let me clarify that.
19 Q. Doyou have any -- have you ever 19 What do they mean by "NRA
20 provided NRA information to areporter? 20 accountants'? Are these whistleblowers peoplein
21 A. No. 21 thetreasurer's office?
22 Q. Do you know anyone on the audit 22 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
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1 A. You'regoing to have to ask Senator 1 Q. Didyou get amemo that addressed some
2 Schumer what he means by his own letter. | don't 2 of thoseissue?
3 know. 3 A. Some, yes. Andwhen| say | got it, it
4 Q. You say you're aware of this memo, 4 was amemo was discussed in the audit committee
5 correct, that was provided to the audit committee? 5 meeting.
6 A. | amaware of amemo. 6 Q. Let'shave marked as Exhibit 6 --
7 Q. Okay. 7 MR. COLLINS: David, at some point,
8 A. What he means, | don't know. 8 it we can take alunch break, but I'm not --
9 Q. You're aware of amemo that addresses 9 MR. DICKIESON: What timeisit now?
10 theseissues; isthat right? 10 MR. COLLINS: 12:50.
11 A. I'maware of amemo. | don't know what 11 MR. DICKIESON: At 1:00, we'll take
12 was provided to Schumer. 12 abreak.
13 Q. Okay. SoI'msurethat we're all aware 13 MR. COLLINS: Of course.
14 of amemo. The question is, are you aware of amemo |14 (Cotton Exhibit 6, memo, List of Top Concerns for
15 that addresses these concerns? 15 the Audit Committee, NRA-AMc_00068916-917, was
16 A. I'vegot to say, no, because that one 16 marked for identification.)
17 thing in there that you were talking about, that 17 Q. Let'shave marked as Exhibit 6 amemo
18 was-- unless| amrealy forgetful, that wasnever |18 entitled List of Top Concerns for the Audit
19 discussed. 19 Committee.
20 Q. Okay. So prior to the $200,000 20 Mr. Cotton, are you familiar with
21 wardrobe, which seemsto be cited to an articleand |21 thismemo?
22 not to the memo, are you aware of the priorissues |22 A. Let meread it.
Page 142 Page 144
1 being addressed in amemo that was providedtothe | 1 (Off therecord, 12:51 p.m. - 12:52 p.m.)
2 audit committee? 2 MR. COLLINS: And, David, my
3 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 3 understanding isthat in prior depositions, we have
4 A. Whichissue? 4 taken the position that it may be privileged. |
5 Q. Letmereadit again. 5 think that at one deposition, | may have, with your
6 "Allegations contained in a memo 6 agreement, allowed you to ask questions with the
7 prepared by NRA accountants and presented to NRA's | 7 agreement that it wouldn't be awaiver.
8 audit committee, including paymentstoan IT 8 | am told at other depositions, it
9 consulting firm with linksto NRA's CFO and 9 wasaobjected to on privilege. Canwe get an
10 treasurer Woody Phillips; a$1.8 millionrental of a |10 agreement -- we have waived so far -- before we
11 home belonging to afilm producer who had a 11 raisetheissue about privilege, we raised it
12 relationship with executive vice president Wayne |12 earlier on, but can you agree that you're asking
13 LaPierre; senior management override of internal 13 questions about thisis not awaiver in of itsalf,
14 controlsthat led to violations of accountspayable |14 if | allow him to ask questions about this, then |
15 procedures.” 15 can preserve my objection?
16 A. | don't mean to interrupt you, but if 16 MR. DICKIESON: Y ou can preserve
17 you are going to ask meto say globally yesor no, | |17 your objection. It's clear thiswasdisclosed to a
18 won'tdoit. If you are going to ask me after each 18 Senate subcommittee, though.
19 one | candoit. 19 MR. COLLINS: Okay. But canyou
20 Q. Didyou get amemo that addressed all of 20 agree?
21 thoseissues? 21 MR. DICKIESON: Yes.
22 A. No. 22 MR. COLLINS: If | dlow him to
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1 answer those questions, that itself will not be a 1 And if you look, that languageis
2 waiver? 2 quoted in the Senate letter, " Senior management
3 MR. DICKIESON: Sure. 3 override of internal controls."
4 MR. COLLINS: Thank you. 4 Does that influence your thought
5 MR. DICKIESON: With the caveat that 5 that this may have been provided to the Senate
6 any prior failure to make a -- an objection to this 6 subcommittee?
7 question, which | believe happened at one 7 A. | don't doubt that something was
8 deposition, where you were not present, couldbea | 8 provided to the Senate subcommittee. What | doubt
9 considered awaiver. 9 isSchumer's version of what was in that memo.
10 MR. COLLINS: Of course. I'm just 10 Q. Okay. Andwho provided it to the Senate
11 talking about today. 11 subcommittee from the audit committee?
12 (Off therecord, 12:53 p.m. - 12:54 p.m.) 12 A. No one from the audit committee.
13 THE WITNESS: Okay. I'veread it. 13 Q. Do you know how it got to the United
14 BY MR. DICKIESON: 14 States Senate?
15 Q. Areyou familiar -- have you seen this 15 A. | don't know if it was a document
16 list of top concerns for the audit committee before? |16 request. | don't know.
17 A. | can'tsay asl sit here, | remember 17 Q. Isityour gut feeling that Ackerman
18 thisdocument. | remember adiscussiononthese |18 McQueen provided thisto the United States Senate?
19 topics. 19 A. | don't know.
20 Q. Okay. Doesthis appear to be the memo 20 Q. Would Ackerman McQueen have any access
21 that'sreferred to in the Senate letter? 21 tothismemo?
22 A. No. 22 A. Steve Hart would have been at the
Page 146 Page 148
1 Q. Itdoesnot. 1 mesting.
2 What do you base that on? 2 Q. Andis Steve Hart acounsel for Ackerman
3 A. Wadll, for instance, look at the $1.8 3  McQueen?
4 million on Exhibit 5, the Schumer version, a 1.8 4 A. Not supposed to be.
5 million rental of ahome belonging to afilm 5 Q. Isityour testimony that heis?
6 producer who had arelationship with executivevice | 6 A. | don't know.
7 president Wayne LaPierre. 7 Q. Sowhy do you mention Steve Hart?
8 On the Exhibit 6, it says, "Billing 8 A. Because he wasthere.
9 of $1.8 million for arental home that belongs to 9 Q. Isit--isityour impression that
10 Stanton/McKenzie, an owner of Associated TV." 10 Steve Hart would act against the interests of his
11 Two completely different things. 11 client, the board members of the NRA?
12 Q. Okay. 12 A. | can't answer that question.
13 Isit your testimony that 13 Q. Wadll, you'reimplying it, so my question
14  Stanton/McKenzie does not have arelationship with |14 is, are you going to state that explicitly or just
15 WayneLaPierre? 15 goingtoimply it?
16 A. | know of no relationship with him. 16 A. I'mnot going to state anything else.
17 Q. Okay. Let medraw your -- 17 I'veanswered your question. | can't answer your
18 A. | said him, it may be an entity. | 18 last question.
19 don't know. 19 Q. Okay. Soif you -- can you provide any
20 Q. Let medraw your attention to Item 2 on 20 evidencethat Ackerman McQueen would have leaked
21 Exhibit 6. It says, "Senior management override of |21 thislist of top concerns for the audit committee to
22 internal controls.” 22 the United States Senate?

www.L exitasl egal.com/Premier

Lexitas ~ 888-267-1200 (37) Pages 145 - 148
APP0902



Ca%?é\éryr%éﬁ\ﬁ%ge?eﬁ'GBK Document 280-23 Filed 07/06/21 Page 40 of 89 Pagel'[_)e%t%gry Cf%gg
Page 149 Page 151
1 A. I'vedready told you | have noideaif 1 said nobody from the NRA goesto Moscow -- goesto
2 they did or not. 2 Russiaasarepresentative of the NRA. That'sal |
3 Q. Okay. Wereyou aware of aleak problem 3 know.
4 coming from the treasurer's office at NRA? 4 Q. Somy question is, are you aware that
5 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 5 the NRA paid for parts of the Moscow trip?
6 A. I'maware of asuspected leak problem, 6 A. Anyinformation | may or may not have on
7 yes. 7 that issue would have come from the discussions with
8 Q. What do you know about that? 8 Bill Brewer.
9 A. That we suspect there is or was aleak 9 Q. And those discussionswith Bill Brewer
10 from the treasurer's office. 10 led you to believe that the NRA did not sponsor the
11 Q. Andwhat do you know about that? 11 trip to Moscow; isthat your testimony?
12 A. Nothing more than what | just said. 12 A. My discussions with Wayne LaPierre and
13 Q. And do you know who was the suspected 13 others, not Bill, led meto believe that we -- that
14 leaker? 14 Wayne not only didn't authorize it, forbid it.
15 A. No. 15 Q. Do you have any knowledge asto -- do
16 Q. And how did you learn about this 16 Yyou dispute the fact that the NRA actually paid
17 suspicion? 17 money towards the trip expenses?
18 A. Discussion with Bill Brewer. 18 A. | can't go into discussions with Bill
19 Q. Any other way you learned about that 19 Brewer.
20 suspicion? 20 Q. Thisisayesor no question.
21 A. | can't remember talking to anybody else 21 Isit your testimony that the NRA
22 about it, no. 22 did not contribute to the payments for the trip to
Page 150 Page 152
1 Q. Let'sgo back to Exhibit 5. On the 1 Moscow?
2 first page of Exhibit 5, there's extended discussion 2 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
3 about the NRA's delegation to Moscow. Didtheaudit | 3 A. | don't know how to answer that without
4 committee have any involvement with approvingor | 4 going into what Bill talked about.
5 reviewing or ratifying the NRA's participation in 5 MR. COLLINS: Okay.
6 thisdelegation to Moscow? 6 THE WITNESS: Even ayesor no. My
7 A. linvestigated that when | heard about 7 opinion would be based on advice from counsal.
8 it, and Schumer's statement isfalse. We had no 8 MR. COLLINS: Okay. Sowell
9 delegation going to Russia. 9 instruct you not to answer on behalf of that.
10 Q. Sowhat did your investigation consist 10 A. | can't answer.
11 of? 11 Q. Areyou awarethat other people have
12 A. Taking with Wayne LaPierre. Taking 12 testified that the NRA did, in fact, contribute to
13 with Bill Brewer. | can't remember. | know | 13 that trip to Moscow?
14 talked to some other board members. | can't 14 A. I'mnot aware of any other testimony in
15 remember who it was. 15 thiscase. | haven't read depos or anything.
16 Q. Isityour testimony that no officers or 16 Q. Areyou aware of press reports that the
17 board members of the NRA went to Moscow? 17 NRA paid for parts of thetrip to Moscow?
18 A. Thatisnot my testimony. My testimony 18 A. I'mawaregeneraly -- generaly aware
19 isthe NRA did not authorize anyoneto goto Moscow. |19 that one of the many false allegations against the
20 Q. Isityour testimony the NRA did not pay 20 NRA and Wayne include something to do with Maria
21 for anyoneto go to Moscow? 21 Butinaand the Russians.
22 A. It'smy testimony that Wayne LaPierre 22 Q. Areyou aware that there are press
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1 reportsthat the NRA paid for the trip to Moscow, 1 to be advancing personal business interests of the
2 portions of the trip? 2 NRA participants.
3 A. | don't specifically remember any press 3 Would that be an areawithin the
4 releaseslike that, no. 4 ambit of the audit committee?
5 Q. Didyou take any stepsto investigate 5 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
6 whether or not the NRA paid any portion of thetrip | 6 A. No.
7 toMaoscow? 7 Q. lsn't that the conflict of interest
8 A. Not beyond what the Brewer firmis 8 issuethat you discussed the audit committee would
9 doing. 9 beaddressing?
10 Q. Hasthe Brewer firm reported to you on 10 A. If the NRA did not send anybody to
11 theresults of their investigation on that issue? 11 Russia, then, no, it doesn't -- it has nothing to do
12 MR. COLLINS: Say yes or no. 12 with conflict of interest.
13 A. Yes 13 If any board member decidesto go on
14 Q. Andisthere any further stepsthat the 14 their own, not part of the NRA, there's no conflict
15 audit committee or you are taking as a result of 15 of interest there.
16 that report? 16 Q. Soit'syour position as chairman of the
17 A. No, because the issue doesn't come 17 audit committee that because lawyerstold you that
18 within the purview of the audit committee. It's 18 the NRA had no involvement in thistrip, that's the
19 being handled. 19 position you're accepting, and you don't need to
20 Q. Okay. So do you have an understanding 20 investigateit?
21 astowhy the Brewer firm reported the results of 21 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
22 that investigation to you? 22 A. For thefourth time, | talked to Wayne,
Page 154 Page 156
1 A. Becausel asked for it. 1 | talked to other board members, | can't remember
2 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 2 who now, and to a person, they said Wayne not only
3 Q. Andwhy did you ask for it? 3 saidyou can't go asthe NRA, they said don't go at
4 A. Becausel wanted to know. 4 dal. And some apparently chose to go on their own.
5 Q. Becauseit'simportant to you; isthat 5 Q. Didyou tak to anyone who actually went
6 right? Isthat right? 6 onthetrip?
7 A. Yeah 7 A. Yes
8 Q. Haveyou -- are you aware that Millie 8 Q. Who wasthat?
9 Hallow has acknowledged that the NRA paid for 9 A. PeteBrownell.
10 portions of thetrip, but she had misstated that 10 Q. What did Pete Brownell tell you?
11  Wayne LaPierre had approved those payments? 11 A. Hetold methat he went on hisown. Do
12 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 12 you know why -- thisisn't aloaded question. Do
13 A. I'mnot aware of that. 13 you know who Brownellsis, the company?
14 Q. Areyou aware from your -- any 14 Q. Yes
15 information you've gained on the audit committeeor |15 A. Waéll, he told me that he went on the
16 from any other source that Millie Hallow had 16 trip on hisown, and was going to talk to some
17 reported that Wayne had approved paymentsfor the |17 manufacturer, thisis, my gut tells me, probably
18 Moscow trip? 18 WOLF Ammunition manufacturing about doing business
19 A. No. That'sthe same question you just 19 with him. That'swhat he told me.
20 asked me. No, I'm not aware of that. 20 Q. Doyou know if the NRA paid
21 Q. Okay. The Senate letter, Exhibit 5, 21 Mr. Brownell's participation in advance?
22 focuses on the Russian trip because of, it appears |22 A. Again, no, | don't know.
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1 Q. Okay. Didyou ask for any information
2 from the treasurer's office about whether or not the
3 NRA had paid for a portion of the trip?
4 A. No, because Bill's investigating that.
5 Q. Do you know what the results of Bill
6 Brewer'sinvestigation has been?
7 A. Yes
8 Q. What arethose results?
9 MR. COLLINS: I'm going to instruct
10 you hot to answer.
11 A. Attorney-client privilege.
12 Q. Asaresult of Bill Brewer's
13 investigation, has the audit committee taken any
14  stepswith respect to the Moscow trip?
15 A. I'msorry. With respect to what?
16 Q. With respect to the Moscow trip by NRA
17 board members.
18 A. No.
19 Q. Thefootnote on the second page of the
20 Senate letter also goesinto a number of other
21 issuesthat we haven't even touched on yet.
22 It refersto, "Allegations NRA

Page 158

approved excessive payments to outside law firm of
William A. Brewer, 111, (ProPublica, 'New Documents
Raise Ethical and Billing Concerns About the NRA's
Outside Counsel')."

Has the audit committee looked into
excessive payments to Bill Brewer'sfirm?

o O~ WN PP

MR. DICKIESON: Let's break for
[unch now.
MR. COLLINS: Okay. Thank you.
14 (RECESS, 1:10 p.m. - 1:54 p.m.)
15 BY MR. DICKIESON:
16 Q. Let'stakealook at Exhibit 6, the list
17 of thetop concernsfor the audit committee.
18 | believe | asked, and | did not get
19 ananswer to, if you, Mr. Cotton, know who actualy
20 prepared thislist?
21 A. No, | don't.
22 Q. | believeyou said it was done by

PP
N H.-----

A
w
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1 whistleblowersin the treasurer's office; is that a 1 A. Yes
2 fair statement? 2 Q. Okay. Wasthere any follow-up meeting
3 A. Weéll, the subject matter was brought up 3 with those persons about these concerns?
4 by them. If they cameinto the meeting with that, 4 A. Specific meetings for that purpose, no.
5 or somebody in the treasurer's office, you know, 5 But alot of those people, probably every one of
6 took their concerns and typed it up, | can't tell 6 theml| just listed anyway, would be in some of the
7 you. 7 audit committee meetings, or part of the meeting,
8 Q. Do you know who those persons were in 8 but not the whole thing.
9 thetreasurer's office? 9 Q. Doyouknow if these concerns were also
10 A. | cantel youwho al wasin the 10 addressed in the finance committee meetings?
11 meeting, | think. 11 A. | don't remember.
12 Q. Okay. 12 Q. Let'shave marked as Exhibit 7 something
13 A. Rick Tedrick would have been there. 13 caled aResolution of NRA Board of Directors Points
14 Mike Erstling. Please don't ask meto spell his 14 of Concern and Legal Exposure.
15 name, | don't know. SonyaRowling. Emily would |15 (Cotton Exhibit 7, Resolution of NRA Board of
16 have been there. 16 Directors Points of Concern and Legal Exposure,
17 Q. Emily Cummins? 17 NRA-AMc_00069540-542, was marked for
18 A. Yeah. From thetreasurer's office, 18 identification.)
19 that'swho would have been there. | can'tthink of |19 Q. For therecord, thisisthe document
20 anyoneelse. 20 that wasturned over by the NRA, Bates stamps
21 Now I'm embarrassed. | don't 21 numbered NRA-AMc_69540 through 69542.
22 remember if Woody was still treasurer then. It had |22 Let me ask ageneral question while
Page 162 Page 164
1 to have been Woody at that point. Soitwould have | 1 you'relooking at it. Have you seen this document
2 been Woody. UnlessI'm wrong onthedate, andthen | 2 before?
3 it would have been Craig. 3 A. Il don'trecall seeing this.
4 Q. Well, do you recall approximately what 4 MR. COLLINS: Do you need more
5 date thiswas? 5 water?
6 A. |dont. That, too, was early on after 6 THE WITNESS: I'm okay. If I'mdry,
7 Bill got involved. 7 I'll get some.
8 Q. WasPortia Padillathere? 8 Q. Allright. Soitlooked like you looked
9 A. I'msorry? 9 ait.
10 Q. PortiaPadilla. Do you know who that 10 A. | haven'treadit. | looked at it
11 is? 11 enough to know | haven't seen it before.
12 A. Honestly, | never met thelady. | don't 12 Q. Okay. Andareyou --isit your
13 recall anyone other than those people | wastalking |13 understanding that thisisor is not an actual
14 about there. 14 resolution of the NRA board of directors?
15 Q. Did those persons from the treasurer's 15 A. Oh, it absolutely is not aresolution of
16 office participate in the discussion of these 16 theboard of directors. It's not the right format
17 concerns? 17 or language or anything.
18 A. I'm--yeah. | don't recall anybody 18 Q. Look at point 12, and it raises the
19 sitting quiet and not talking, but... 19 issue, "Isthe NRA inimminent danger of not being
20 Q. Allright. Andwasit your 20 ableto makeits payroll?*
21 understanding that they were the ones advancing 21 Was that aconcernin late 2018 into
22 these concernsto the audit committee? 22 2019?
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A. No.
Q. Doyouknow if the

Page 165

NRA had to cut back

on vendor contracts during late 2018?
A. Excuseme. Let me back up.
| have seen -- | have seen a
document with some of these bullet points, not
this-- not the document in thisformat. | have
seen a document with some of these bullet points.
Q. Wheredid you see that?

A. | don't know. | say

that only because

when I'm reading these, some of the -- some of the

bullet points are famili
remember where.

ar, but | -- 1 can't

Q. Okay. Wasthe NRA cutting back on
vendor contracts in the end of -- towards the end of

2018 and into 2019?

A. I'm not sure what you mean by cutting

back on contracts. If y
yeah.

ou mean making budget cuts,

Q. Okay. Do you know what the reason for
those budget cuts were?
A. The ongoing issue we had with the State

Page 167

1 Q. Wasthe finance committee making

2 recommendations as far as vendor cutbacks?

3 A. No. Not specific vendor cutbacks, no.

4 Q. Do you know how determinations of vendor

5 cutbacks were being made towards the end of 2018?
6 A. No.

7 Q. Do you know who was in charge of that

8 project?

9 A. Itwould haveto have been the treasurer

10 and the EVP, Wayne or whoever the treasurer was,
11 Woody or Craig.

12 Q. Doyouknow if Bill Brewer wasinvolved

13 inthat process?

14 A. Youdhaveto ask Bill. | don't know.

15 Q. The next Item 13 on this Exhibit 7,

16 states, "Who has overseen internal auditing within
17 the NRA office?'

18 Isthere an internal auditor?

19 A. Thereisno internal auditing.

20 Q. Istheaudit committee supposed to

21 function as an interna auditor of the NRA?

22 A. No.
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22

Page 166

of New Y ork, what we're having to deal with them.

The impact of -- thank
Guard revenue. All of

you, sir -- theloss of Carry
that.

Q. Didthe NRA freeze pensions of its

employees during this

time period?

A. We had a soft freeze of the pensions,
but it had nothing -- it wouldn't have been during
thistime frame. It would have been significantly

earlier.
Q. Yearsearlier?

A. Yearsin the sense more than one, yeah.
| just don't remember exactly when we did it, but it
was -- as | recall, it was done because of some IRS
changes or something. Something to do with how we
had to book it or something like that.

Q. Okay.
A. I'msorry. How we
sorry.

had to fund it. I'm

Q. Would your knowledge of the financial
condition of the NRA come from your audit committee
work or the finance committee work?

A. Finance committee.

Page 168

Q. Isthereareason why thereisnot an
internal auditor for the NRA?
A. If thereisaspecific reason, | don't
know it. It hasn't had one the whole 19 yearsI've
been on the board.
Q. Istherean accounting firm that audits
the NRA on aregular basis?
A. Yes.
Q. What's the name of that accounting firm?
A. Wadl, we've had different ones over the
11 years. Thecurrent oneis Aronson, A-R-O-N-S-O-N,
12 LLP. Priortothat, it wasRSM. Andthey had a
13 nameprior to going toinitials. | just don't
14 remember. | think it was McGladrey.
15 MR. COX: McGladrey.
16 Q. Do you know why there was a change from
17 RSM to Aronson?
18 A. They got -- they got off the account.
19 Q. Do you know why they got off the
20 account?
21 A. They gaveusno reason at all.
22 Q. When did Aronson take over the function?

© 00 N o b W NP
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o
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1 A. Thisyear. 1 A. Theonly thing I'm aware of were
2 Q. 20207 2 attemptsto review documents as part of our
3 A. Wedl, okay. Youreright. 2019. 3 preparation for the New York AG coming after us.
4 Q. Doyou know whenin 20197 4 Butinprior years, | don't know. That would have
5 A. | don't remember the -- | don't remember 5 been handled through the treasurer's office.
6 themeeting. We had an audit committee meeting 6 Q. SooncetheNew York Attorney General's
7 where we evaluated the firms that wanted to -- 7 investigation was threatened or began, which | think
8 wanted the job, and | don't remember when that 8 you said wasright before Bill Brewer was involved?
9 meeting was. 9 A. Yes, because that was the impetus to
10 Q. Wasit the audit committee's 10 hireBiIll.
11 responsibility to retain the accounting firm? 11 Q. Okay. So then what investigation or
12 A. Itwasthe--inaway, yes. | mean, 12 what examination of Ackerman McQueen's books are you
13 thelegwork was done by the treasurer's office, in 13 awareof?
14 sending out the RFP, and then find out who is 14 A. Theonly information I've got came from
15 interested, give us the specs, fees, estimate the 15 Bill.
16 fees, that kind of stuff, staffing ability, that 16 Q. Areyou awarethat the Brewer firm sent
17  kind of stuff, expertise. 17 itspeopleinto Ackerman McQueen to look at their
18 But then the audit committee meets 18 recordsin September of 20187
19 and goes over dl of that, interviews the 19 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
20 prospective firms and then selects the firm. 20 A. | don't know.
21 Q. Doesthe audit committee also have a 21 Q. Didtheaudit committee have any rolein
22 rolein selecting areviewer or examiner that would |22 approving that or reviewing the results of that
Page 170 Page 172
1 look at avendors records, like Ackerman McQueen? | 1 examination?
2 A. No. 2 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
3 Q. Do you know who would have 3 A. No, that -- sorry about that. 1'm too
4 responsibility for approving an outside auditor or 4 quick onthetrigger. I'm sorry.
5 examiner to go look at avendor's records? 5 No, because that wouldn't come
6 A. To my knowledge, that wasn't done until 6 within the scope of the audit committee.
7 wegot in thislawsuit, but to my knowledge, that 7 Q. Okay. Wereyou even aware that they had
8 wasn't done. 8 donethat?
9 Now, if our CPA firm, the external 9 A. | wasgeneraly aware of effortsto look
10 firm hired somebody on a contract basis, | don't 10 at AcMc documents, but | can't give you the
11 know. 11 specifics.
12 Q. Sowereyou aware that Ackerman 12 Q. Wereyou aware that the Cooper law firm
13 McQueen's services agreement allowed the NRA togo |13  did an examination of Ackerman McQueen's booksin
14 and review its-- examine its books and records? 14 December of 2018?
15 A. That's my understanding. 15 A. Areyou taking about Chuck Cooper?
16 Q. Okay. Wereyou -- are you aware of any 16 Q. Yes.
17 circumstances or instances where the NRA exercised |17 A. | don't remember if -- | don't know
18 that authority to go look at Ackerman McQueen's |18 if -- | don't remember now. | don't know if | knew
19 records? 19 about it then or not.
20 A. You mean prior to thislawsuit that's 20 Q. Wereyou aware of an entity called
21 ongoing? 21 Forensic Risk Alliance, or FRA, did a nine-day
22 Q. Atanytime. 22 examination of Ackerman McQueen's books in February
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1 of 20197 . 0000
2 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 1 T
3 A. | don't know the name, but | know there y. ]
4 wasan independent third party that wastryingtodo | § |GGG
5 that, and then they were ordered to |eave. 1
6 Q. Who ordered them to leave? 1
7 A. AcMc 1 I
8 Q. Andwho told you this? w0000
9 A. I don't remember. 1 I
10 Q. Okay. Did you do any follow-up to m
11 figure out why they were ordered to leave? u
12 A. No, that'swhat we have the Brewer firm m
13 for. um T
14 Q. Sodo you think that the Brewer firm may 14 Q. Doyourecal if there was any Brewer
15 havetold you that FRA was ordered to leave? 15 update that made representations that FRA was
16 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 16 ordered to leave?
17 A. | don't remember. 17 A. I don't recall.
18 Q. Okay. Were you aware that we've taken 18 Q. But that just sticksin your head that
19 the deposition of the representative of Forensic 19 Yyou think that they were ordered to leave; isthat
20 Risk Alliance? 20 right?
21 A. No. 21 A. Yes.
22 Q. Soyoudon't know that we have learned 22 Q. Didyou, inyour role as either an
Page 174 Page 176
that they were not ordered to leave? 1 officer or chairman of the audit committee, ever see
A. Widll, | don't know what the situation is 2 any results of any of these audits of Ackerman
because | don't know if your statement iscorrect or | 3 McQueen'srecords?
not. 4 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.

EEEREEEEREEER - 00 rwne

Q. All right. Did the audit committee
receive any of the results of these examinations of
Ackerman McQueen's books?
MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
A. Theaudit committee did not receive any
reports directly from any entity. The audit
committee had periodic updates from the Brewer firm.

5 A. No.

6 Q. Didyou ask ever ask to see any of them?

7 A. No.

8 Q. | believeyou testified that you knew

9 about the Zegna clothing purchases that was in one
10 of the Winkler letters about Wayne LaPierre's
11 expenses at the Zegna clothing store?
12 A. | don't know anything about which store,
13 but | knew -- | knew that there was the claim that
14 therewas-- | think it was -- | think the number
15 was $274,000 in clothing purchases, but | can't tell
16 you when or where or anything like that.
17 Q. And did the audit committee investigate
18 any of the backup documentsto those clothing
19 purchases?
20 A. Itriedtofind out -- | went to Wayne
21 tofind out what was going on. What documents do we
22 have? Hesaid, none. Wedidn't get any documents.
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1 AcMc handled al of that. They told him whereto 1 time. | just don't know.
2 go. They even picked out the suits. | can 2 But it's my understanding that he
3 understand because Wayne'staste in clothing sucks. | 3 wastold by AcMc that, number one, you got to have a
4 And so he went there, and they had 4 certain wardrobe for your videos and personal
5 thesuitspicked out. They fitted him for it, as| 5 appearances. Andif | remember correctly, even, you
6 understand it, and heleft. And they were shipped 6 know, sound like akid in trouble at school, send
7 tohim. 7 him home, said, you can't wear that. At least once.
8 And that's avery summary statement. 8 But they would tell him where to go
9 That -- but that's all | know about it. 9 and they literally picked out these suits for him.
10 Q. Allright. 10 Andthey fitted him. And he left, and they were
11 Y ou may be aware that your 11 sentto him. He never -- you know, he didn't get an
12 deposition testimony may be public, sowhenyou say, |12 invoice or anything, because apparently, it was paid
13  "Wayne'stastein clothing sucks," that could get 13 for by AcMc, and then billed back.
14 out there. But | also suspect that they're going to 14 Q. Soit'syour understanding that it was
15 designate that portion of the transcript as 15 Ackerman McQueen picking out the suits and not the
16 confidential for some unknown reason. 16 Zegnastore personnel?
17 A. | appreciate you taking care of me, but 17 A. No, | can't say that. Someone picked
18 | assure you, we used to kid him because hewould be |18 out the suits other than Wayne. Now, wasit AcMc or
19 wearing atiethat was -- it was frayed, and oneof |19 did they have a, you know, tailor or something that
20 uswould take atie and say, put on thetie. But | 20 theyrelied on, | just can't say.
21 do appreciate you taking care of me here. 21 Q. Isityour testimony that someone from
22 Q. Sodidyou ask for any follow-up 22 Ackerman McQueen accompanied him to the store for
Page 178 Page 180
1 documentation on the clothing purchases? 1 these purchases?
2 A. Short answer isyes. 2 A. That'snot my testimony. | don't know
3 Let me put it thisway: | was 3 if that'sthe case or not.
4 asking for documentation. | was wanting to see 4 Q. Okay. Isityour testimony that when he
5 documentation, if we ever got it, on any number of | 5 purchased the clothing, that the store did not give
6 thesethings. That would include the wardrobe 6 himareceipt?
7 stuff. Butl can't sit here and say, | remember 7 A. Agan, hedidn't purchaseit. It was my
8 walking up to somebody and saying, get usthe 8 understanding that they were purchased by AcMc and
9 documentation of the wardrobe, becauseitwasmy | 9 then apparently billed back to the NRA in some of
10 understanding at that point that your clientshadit |10 theinvoices.
11 al. 11 Q. Okay. Wereyou aware of thiswhen it
12 Q. And did you discuss with Wayne how he 12 wasgoing on?
13 actually went about purchasing the clothes? 13 A. No, becauseit quit -- it stopped
14 A. Yeah, | just described it. 14 sometime back. | don't know how long.
15 Q. Did hewalk into the store and actually 15 Q. Didit stop before you became chairman
16 buy them himself? 16 of the audit committee?
17 A. No. 17 A. Ilthink so. I'mtrying -- | don't
18 Q. They were sent to him; isthat your 18 remember exactly when Wayne said it stopped, but if
19 understanding? 19 | remember correctly, yes.
20 A. It'smy understanding that he went to 20 Q. When you were serving on the audit
21 the-- to the store -- and remember, thisis over a 21 committee, was this practice in place?
22 15-year period, so | can't say that every single 22 A. | don't know.
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Page 181 Page 183

1 Q. Sotoyour knowledge, when you were on 1 committee responsibility?

2 the audit committee, did you have any knowledgeof | 2 A. Correct.

3 these purchases of clothing for Wayne LaPierre? 3 Q. Who -- which committee would have

4 A. No. 4 responsibility for that?

5 Q. When did you first learn about the 5 A. I'msorry. Which one?

6 purchases of clothing? 6 Q. Which committee would have

7 A. It wasduring that annual meeting week, 7 responsibility for that?

8 and again, those -- it isincredibly busy, so the 8 A. Nocommitteewould doit. That would be

9 daysjust kind of run together. 9 theresponsibility of the treasurer's office, and in
10 Q. Didyou learn about -- 10 thisparticular case, responsibility of our lawyers
11 MR. COLLINS: Objection. He 11 tolook into that, find out what's going on.
12 wasn't -- were you done? 12 (Cotton Exhibit 8, e-mail, Zezima/Arulanandam,
13 A. Weéll, | mean -- 13 5.30.2019, NRA-AMc_00069741-743, was marked for
14 MR. COLLINS: I'm sorry. 14 identification.)
15 Q. Didyou learn about through the Winkler 15 Q. Let's have marked asthe next exhibit,
16 letter of April 22nd -- 16 8, ane-mail from Katie Zezimato Andrew Arulanandam
17 A. Obvioudly, itwasinthat. I'm sorry, | 17 dated May 30, 2019.
18 cut you off. | didn't mean to do that. 18 For the record, this Exhibit 8
19 Obvioudly, it wasin there, but | 19 appearsto be a series of questions from the
20 don't know if that'sthefirst timel heard it. 20 Washington Post to Andrew Arulanandam at the NRA
21 Q. Doyouthink -- 21 about transactionsinvolving NRA board members.
22 A. Thereason | say that, for some reason, 22 Have you seen this e-mail before?

Page 182 Page 184

1 somereason, | want to tie it to Steve Hart, too, 1 A. No.

2 but it may be because Steve sent that e-mail out 2 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.

3 with the Winkler letter attached. So I'm not sure. 3 Q. Areyou aware of theissuesthat are

4 Q. Would it have been -- would you have 4 raised in thise-mail about board members gaining

5 learned about this more than a month before the 5 some sort of personal compensation arising out of

6 April 22nd letter was sent to you? 6 therelationship with the NRA?

7 A. | dontthink so. 7 A. Okay. I'msorry. Say again.

8 Q. Okay. Did you view this as some sort of 8 MR. DICKIESON: Why don't you read

9 aproblem, that potentially personal expenses of the | 9 back the question.
10 executive vice president, for years, had beenrouted |10 (Therecord was read back by the Court Reporter.)
11 through Ackerman McQueen to the NRA inaway that |11 A. Yes.
12 the board or the audit committee was unawareof? |12 Q. Isthisof particular concern to what
13 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 13 you said was your main concern about the New Y ork
14 A. Okay. That'sacompound question. 14 Attorney Genera'sinvestigation?
15 Was | concerned about what was 15 A. Okay. Therewas-- theresnot a
16 stated, yes. Was| concerned that it was not routed |16 concern. Thiswas areporter finding a bunch of
17 through the audit committee, no, becausethat'snot |17 garbage trying to write astory. There was no
18 within our purview. We have avery limited 18 concern. The reason why | answered yes to your
19 operation. But that's what prompted meto go to 19 question isthose are considered related party
20 Wayne and find out what the heck's going on. 20 transactions and they come before the committee.
21 Q. Soinyour purview, using NRA fundsfor 21 Q. Allright. Sothisreferstointhe
22 persona purchasesis not part of the audit 22  middle -- well, two-thirds down the first page, "Why
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1 werethe expensesfor clothes at the Zegnastorein | 1 membership can get acommission on those who join.
2 Beverly Hillsand trips, $267,000 in travel deemed | 2 Q. And so that's a program that you
3 appropriate?’ 3 participated in?
4 Is that something that came before 4 A. Wdll, I'msigned up, but | can't
5 the audit committee? 5 remember the last time |'ve gotten a check from the
6 A. No. 6 NRA.
7 Q. Wasthere aboard meeting where a number 7 Q. But--
8 of these personal compensation issues raised and 8 A. My audiences are all NRA members
9 ratified by the audit committee? 9 dready.
10 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 10 Q. Soisthis statement accurate, that you
11 A. Therewas -- every time the audit 11 did receive some undisclosed amount of money through
12 committeeissued areport dealing with these, it 12 the NRA recruiter program?
13 went to the full board. 13 A. No, that'sfalse.
14 Q. Okay. And do you recall this-- these 14 Q. Youdid not receive any amount of money?
15 issues going to the full board sometime after May |15 A. Well, no. It's-- | did -- | think the
16 30, 2019? 16 last check was three, four years ago for $20, and it
17 A. You'retalking about all of the issues 17 was absolutely disclosed.
18 inthisdocument? 18 Q. Okay. What does an NRA membership cost
19 Q. Yes 19 thesedays?
20 A. No. 20 A. Annual -- oh, God. You're putting me on
21 Q. Were some of these issues sent to the 21 the spot here. | think annual membership is either
22 full board? 22 $350r $40. Thelife membership is $1500.
Page 186 Page 188
1 A. Everything that came to the audit 1 Q. Do you know who Gayle Stanford is?
2 committee went to the full board. 2 A. Thenameringsabell, but | don't know
3 Q. Everything? 3 why.
4 A. Everything that went to the -- 4 Q. Doyou know that she'sthe travel agent
5 everything in the way of related party transactions | 5 that Wayne LaPierre uses?
6 that were dealt with by the audit committeewentto | 6 A. Oh. Oh, oh, oh. She'sthelady who
7 thefull board. 7 booksthe corporate jets. At least that's my
8 Q. Okay. | needto ask you about what's on 8 understanding.
9 thelast page of this exhibit. There's a paragraph 9 Q. Anddid the audit committee review her
10 hafway down that says, "Additionaly, our 10 contract on aregular basis?
11  membership commissions and commissionsfromthe NRA |11 A. | really don't remember. We'd have to
12 recruiter program, the sasmething. Wehavefound |12 look at some of the audit reports. | don't know.
13 that Brownell, Nugent and Owen Millsreceived 13 Q. Let mehand you the contract file from
14 membership commissions, while LindaWalker, R. Lee |14 Gayle Stanford's business that we'll have marked as
15 Ermey and Charles Cotton received an undisclosed |15 Exhibit 9.
16 amount of money through the NRA recruiter program. |16 (Cotton Exhibit 9, Business Case Analysis, 3.8.2019,
17 How much did each get? Why arethese payments |17 Supernaugh, was marked for identification.)
18 appropriate to directors?' 18 THE WITNESS: | hate to do thisto
19 Do you know what that paragraph is 19 you guys, but | have to run to the restroom while
20 referring to? 20 she'sdoing this.
21 A. They'retalking about to the NRA 21 MR. DICKIESON: Sure. Take abreak.
22 recruiter program, where anyone who solicits NRA |22 (RECESS, 2:28 p.m. - 2:31 p.m.)
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1 BY MR. DICKIESON: 1 A. | don't remember that -- | don't
2 Q. Wereyou, as aboard member or the chair 2 remember seeing acontract. 1'm not saying |
3 of the audit committee or finance committee, aware | 3 didn't. If it -- well, again, I'm sorry. That's
4 that the NRA was paying $318,000 annually to Gayle | 4 not true.
5 Stanford's business to be available for making 5 It would not have been sent to the
6 travel arrangementsfor Wayne LaPierre? 6 NRA audit committee unless it was arelated party
7 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 7 transaction. Did | seeit asan officer, | don't
8 A. Having aproblem with your -- | don't 8 know. | don'trecall it. Again, | sign--1sign
9 remember if the NRA audit committee -- well, the 9 the acknowledgement for a number of them. | just
10 audit committee wouldn't have seen thisunlessthere |10 don't remember that one.
11 wasarelated party transaction. 11 (Cotton Exhibit 10, invoice, 1.3.2017, Corporate
12 The officers may or -- | guessthe 12  AmericaAviation, Inc., was marked for
13 officers would have seen the contract as part of 13 identification.)
14 that acknowledgement, but | -- | don't recall this. 14 Q. Let'shave marked as Exhibit 10 some
15 Q. Youdon't recall any issue, in any role 15 invoices from Gayle Stanford related to travel by
16 you had at the NRA, about this travel agent 16 thelLaPierres.
17 arrangement that Wayne LaPierre had? 17 Mr. Cotton, for the record, I've
18 A. | donot. 18 handed to you as Exhibit 10 three separate invoices
19 Q. Wereyou aware, just in general, that 19 from Gayle Stanford as forwarding from Corporate
20 the NRA was paying $26,500 per month to atravel |20 AmericaAviation for private jet travel provided to
21 agent for Wayne LaPierre? 21  Wayne LaPierre and Susan LaPierre.
22 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 22 Was the audit committee at al
Page 190 Page 192
1 A. No. 1 involved in reviewing the travel arrangements and
2 Q. Wereyou aware that at the sametime 2 thecosts for Wayne LaPierre's travel ?
3 that the NRA was being billed $26,500 per month, | 3 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
4 that Ackerman McQueen was also getting abill for | 4 A. Wasthe audit committee involved?
5 $4,000 amonth from Gayle Stanford for Wayne 5 Q. Yes.
6 LaPiere'stravel arrangements? 6 A. No.
7 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 7 Q. Wasthe finance committee involved?
8 A. Youguyswere paying 4 grand and we were 8 A. Youmean involved with the -- the
9 paying 26? No, | didn't know that. 9 gpecific transactions?
10 Q. Isthat atransaction that you have any 10 Q. Yes.
11 understanding why it would be split between Ackerman |11 A. No.
12 McQueen and the NRA? 12 Q. Do you know who had responsibility for
13 A. Noideaat all. 13 reviewing the transactions?
14 Q. Isthat something that the audit 14 A. Inwhat respect?
15 committee would look into if they were awarethat |15 Q. To seeif they were appropriate?
16 there was some reason part of Gayle Stanford's 16 A. I'mnot trying to be hard. Appropriate
17 monthly pay was being routed through avendor? |17 inwhat sense?
18 A. | can't answer that question because it 18 Q. Wasthere awhistleblower that
19 assumesfactsthat | don't know are the says. 19 complained about Wayne LaPierre's travel expenses?
20 Q. Okay. Areyou awarethat Gayle 20 A. I don'trecal that. | mean, it was
21 Stanford's contract was recently renegotiated asa |21 general knowledge to the board that we had him
22 result of thislitigation? 22 traveling by private aircraft.
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1 Q. Takealook at thethird invoicein this 1 about what you meant by monitoring.
2 packet. 2 Q. Allright. Soyou think the treasurer's
3 A. Okay. 3 office had responsibility for monitoring, and would
4 Q. Thisisaninvoice for $121,300 relating 4 it approve these expenses in advance?
5 toatripwhichisidentified as January 15th 5 A. Inadvance?
6 through January 26th. Theitinerary isfrom 6 Q. Yes
7 Washington, DC to Dallas, Texasto North Platte, 7 A. No.
8 Nebraskato LasVegas, Nevada, Van Nuys, California | 8 Q. Would it approve them retroactively?
9 back to Washington, DC; do you see that? 9 A. There'sno approval -- individual
10 A. Yes 10 approval. Well, that's not true.
11 Q. Doyou know what business that Wayne 11 There is an approval processesin
12 LaPierre would have in North Platte, Nebraska? 12 that we have to have documentation to support the
13 A. Specificaly, that town, no. 13 invoicescoming in.
14 Q. Doyou know if hisniecelivesin North 14 Q. Okay. Who wasinvolved in that approval
15 Platte, Nebraska? 15 process?
16 A. | havenoideawhere hisfamily lives. 16 A. Thetreasurer's office.
17 Q. Okay. Do you know anything about a 17 Q. Do you know who in the treasurer's
18 Hawker 850XP aircraft? 18 office hasthat responsibility?
19 A. I'mapilot, and I'm familiar with 19 A. | don't know. I'msorry, | didn't mean
20 aircraft, but not awholelot of jets. 20 tocutyou off. | don't.
21 Q. Do you know that that seats nine people? 21 Q. Toyour knowledge, no whistleblower ever
22 A. | don't know what the capacity or the 22 brought to the audit committee's attention that
Page 194 Page 196
1 weight limits are for the Hawker -- that Hawker. 1 these kinds of expenses were being incurred for
2 Q. Didyou know that thisjet travel would 2 Mr. LaPierre?
3 runinthe range of $121,000 per trip? 3 A. I dontrecal that, no. Andif -- if
4 A. No. 4 they did, would have told him why he's flying
5 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 5 privatejets.
6 Q. And do you know who was monitoring 6 Q. Do you know what the budget was for
7 Mr. LaPierre's expensesfor jet travel ? 7 Mr. Wayne LaPierre's annual private jet travel?
8 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 8 A. | can't-- | know what the budget isfor
9 A. What do you mean by "monitoring"? 9 hisoffice, if youwill. All inclusive.
10 Q. Who would make sure that these expenses 10 Q. Okay.
11 were not personal and that they were NRA related? |11 A. But| mean, let merestatethat. That's
12 A. | guessit would be both Wayne and the 12 part of the annual, quote, unquote, budget, every
13 treasurer's office. 13 year. So | would have seen that, but | can't tell
14 Q. Wayne would monitor his own travel? 14 youwhat itisfor any given year as| sit here.
15 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 15 Q. What's the amount approved for his
16 A. Wadll, of course he would. 16 office's budget for 2019?
17 Q. Okay. 17 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
18 A. Areyou suggesting that he would take a 18 A. | justtoldyou, | -- | can't tell you
19 trip and not know what we were being charged? 19 theindividua years.
20 Q. By monitor, you mean that he would get a 20 Q. Okay. Canyou tell mefor any year,
21 copy of it? 21 approximately?
22 A. Wadll, that'sthe reason | was asking you 22 A. No.
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1 Q. What about for thisyear? 1 Gayle Stanford was deriving additional compensation
2 A. | don't know. 2 from this relationship that was not being disclosed
3 Q. Doyouknow in generd, isit -- 3 inher contract?
4 A. No. 4 A. I'mtrying to think of away that we
5 Q. --inthemillions of dollars? 5 would have jurisdiction over that. I'm sorry.
6 A. No. 6 Lawyer-speak. How we would have -- that would come
7 Q. It'sbelow amillion? 7 under the scope for our operations.
8 A. | dontknow. That'swhat I'm saying. 8 Q. For example, if sheisgetting a 10
9 You asked meif | know. 9 percent commission on thisjet travel, that would --
10 Q. Didyou -- you looked at them, though, 10 that would add quite a bit of money to what she's
11 at some point? 11 earning off Wayne LaPierre'stravel; isthat
12 A. | looked at it in the budget committee 12 correct?
13 meeting, yeah. 13 A. That would be 10 percent.
14 Q. Okay. Andwho in the budget committee 14 Q. If onetrip costs $121,000, that could
15 would make a determination of how much would be |15 add up to quite abit over the course of ayear; is
16 alocated to Mr. LaPierre's office? 16 that right?
17 A. Thebudget is put together by the entire 17 A. Waéll, onetrip is$121,000, what's the
18 organization. It's-- as| understand it, and | 18 others, 50? | don't know. | mean, al | can say is
19 believethem, it'sazero budget. And they al put 19 if what you're saying is correct, then she got an
20 it together, and then it goes to whom in the 20 additional 10 percent.
21 treasurer's office, | don't know. Then it comesto 21 Q. Okay. And that's okay with the audit
22 thefinance committee, and we look at it, wediscuss |22 committee, that she's deriving additional
Page 198 Page 200
1 it, get explanations for various line items, and 1 undisclosed compensation from Wayne LaPierre's
2 then either approve it or require amendmentsto it. 2 trave?
3 Q. And-- 3 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
4 A. Letme--I'msorry. | -- 1 misspoke. 4 A. It doesn't come within the scope of the
5 Then we either recommend it to the 5 audit committee.
6 full board for approval, or require amendments to 6 Q. Whose -- whose scope would that come
7 it 7 within?
8 Q. Andwould the members of the board 8 A. What?
9 actuadly seethelineitemsthat, for example, are 9 Q. That she's potentially deriving
10 attributed to Mr. LaPierre's office? 10 outside -- additional funds from Wayne LaPierre's
11 A. Yeah. 11 trave that's not being disclosed to the NRA?
12 Q. Doyouknow if therewasalineitem 12 A. There's no way that could happen without
13 devoted to clothing for Mr. LaPierre? 13 thetreasurer's office getting backup for that
14 A. | don't think so. 14 additional amount, whatever that may be.
15 Q. Wastherealineitem devoted to 15 Q. You mean without them becoming aware
16 Ackerman McQueen expenses that were passed through |16 that that's a possibility?
17 the NRA related to Wayne LaPierre? 17 A. Thetreasurer's office hasto cut the
18 A. I'mtrying to remember how we -- well, 18 check. If he hasaninvoice for $100,000, he's not
19 how the treasurer's office aggregates all of that 19 going to cut a check for $110,000 without backup for
20 and presentsit. | don't recall a separate line 20 it.
21 itemlikethat. 21 Q. Youwork with travel agents. Y ou know
22 Q. Would the audit committee be involved if 22 they take acommission on the travel they arrange;
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1 isthat correct? 1 Do you see that?
2 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 2 A. Ido.
3 A. | have not worked with travel agents. 3 Q. Soyour testimony isthat no entity
4 Peopledoitforme. I -- 4 within the NRA would be looking at her commission
5 Q. Okay. 5 schedule or what commission sheis deriving from the
6 A. They obviously haveto make aliving 6 private et travel that she's arranged for Wayne
7 somehow. So they're going to get a piece of the 7 LaPierre; isthat your testimony?
8 action somewhere. 8 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
9 Q. Allright. Inthe contract, Exhibit 9, 9 A. That's not my testimony.
10 it provides what the agreement is, and she'sgetting |10 Q. Waell, whoislooking at that issue for
11 $26,500 a month, that doesn't include any 11 the NRA?
12 commissions that she may receive from travel 12 A. Asl told you, the treasurer's office.
13 arrangements, isthat right? 13 Q. Okay. Andwho in thetreasurer's office
14 A. 1don't know. 14 iskeeping track of this?
15 Q. Canyou see anywhere in there where her 15 A. Asl told you, | don't know which
16 commissions are supposed to be turned over tothe |16 individua within the office.
17 NRA or anything like that? 17 Q. Okay. And do you understand the
18 A. | don't see anything one way or the 18 difference between anet or gross pricing option?
19 other. 19 A. | don't know what she means by that.
20 Q. And as an independent contractor, she's 20 Q. Let'slook at thefirst page of Exhibit
21 under no duty to voluntarily turn over her 21 10. Thisisatrip for Wayne and Susan LaPierre
22 commission; isthat right? 22 from Nassau, Bahamas to Washington, DC for $21,850.
Page 202 Page 204
1 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 1 Isit your understanding that the NRA would pay for
2 A. That'stoo global astatement. | don't 2 persona vacations for Wayne LaPierre, private jet
3 know. 3 travel?
4 Q. Okay. 4 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
5 (Cotton Exhibit 11, web page, Corporate America 5 A. It'smy understanding that we -- because
6 Aviation, was marked for identification.) 6 of extreme security issues, we require him to travel
7 Q. Solet's have marked as Exhibit 11 a 7 by privatejet. He cannot get on acommercial
8 screenshot from Corporate AmericaAviation'sweb | 8 aircraft. He can't walk through an airport.
9 page 9 Q. Because?
10 Do you see how the -- thisweb page 10 A. Because of death threats. Because of
11 isfrom Corporate America Aviation and that'sthe |11 assaults on the man. Because he has been spit on.
12 same company that'sissuing the invoicesin Exhibit |12 Had drinksthrown in hisface. And we have security
13 10? 13 personnel, our security personnel have to get
14 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 14 involved in that, and it's just too much risk to the
15 A. If you say so. 15 association in case they have to take somebody down.
16 Q. Okay. Andin the second paragraph of 16 Q. Doeshereimbursethe NRA for that
17 thise-mail, it says, "Corporate Americaisthe 17 portion of the private jet travel that hiswife
18 smart travel agent's secret weapon and new best 18 flies?
19 friend. Welovetravel agents and we still pay 19 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
20 commissionswith no caps. And we don't sell fares, |20 A. | don't know that thereisa-- any kind
21 dl our pricingiscustom. Andyou may requesta |21 of per-passenger alocation.
22 net or gross pricing option." 22 Q. Sotoyour knowledge, he does not
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1 reimburse the NRA for that -- for hiswife's use of 1 Q. Yes
2 that travel service? 2 A. No.
3 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 3 Q. Wereyou aware -- were you aware in any
4 A. Firstof al, I don't know what he does. 4 of your roles of the effort to purchase a home for
5 Secondly, | don't know that thereisaper-passenger | 5 Wayne LaPierre outside of Dallas?
6 alocation of the expense. And if there's not, 6 A. I'mawareof an alegation. I'm aware
7 there's nothing to reimburse. 7 of the facts surrounding it, yes.
8 Q. Sothisisanissueyou don't think is 8 Q. Wasthe audit committee involved in
9 of any interest to the NRA audit committee; isthat | 9 looking into that issue?
10 correct? 10 A. | personadly did so, asthe audit chair,
11 A. It doesn't come within the scope of our 11 and told my committee that | would report back what
12 operation. Whether we're interested or not is not 12 | learned.
13 anissue, it'sdo we have jurisdiction over the 13 Q. What did you learn?
14 matter. 14 A. That everything's reported to the media
15 Q. Okay. If awnhistleblower brought this 15 isfase.
16 to your attention, would the audit committeetakea |16 Q. What was reported to the mediathat was
17 look at it? 17 false?
18 A. Yeah. 18 A. Everything, including it was not --
19 Q. To your knowledge, no whistleblower has 19 Waynewasn't trying to get AcMc to buy a house for
20 brought thisto your attention? 20 him.
21 A. Idon'trecdl it, but since | know why 21 AcMc was going to buy ahouse. At
22 wedothis, if awhistleblower had said anything, | |22 the-- after Parkland is when the death threats to
Page 206 Page 208
1 could havetold them, here's why. 1 Waynegot worse. He was SWATted in his home at 1:00
2 Q. | want to hand out what's now going to 2 inthe morning or whatever it was. Everything got
3 bemarked as Exhibit 12. 3 worse. So whenever our security personnel would get
4 (Cotton Exhibit 12, Plaintiff's Responses and 4 information and say, you got to get out --
5 Objectionsto Defendant Ackerman McQueen, Inc.'s | 5 literally, you got to get out of town. | know that
6 First Set of Interrogatories, was marked for 6 soundslike an old western movie. You got to get
7 identification.) 7 out of you town. Hewould then go to various hotels
8 Q. TheNRA's Responses and Objectionsto 8 and literally spend one, maybe two nights, and go
9 Defendant Ackerman McQueen's First Set of 9 someplace else until he got the okay to come back.
10 Interrogatories. 10 Angus McQueen, this obviously was
11 Did you ever make arequest to see 11 related to me, do you want me to continue that way?
12 therecords of Ackerman McQueen? 12 Q. Yes.
13 A. Mepersonaly? 13 A. Angus McQueen contacted Wayne and said,
14 Q. Yes. 14 look, we're going to buy ahouse in Dallas. Nobody
15 A. No. 15 loses money on real estate in Texas, which isfunny.
16 Q. Didtheaudit committee ever make a 16 But we're going to buy ahousein
17 request to see the records of Ackerman McQueen? |17 Dallas. It would be better for to you useit asa
18 A. No. 18 safe house when we're not using it, and you don't
19 Q. Toyour knowledge, did Ackerman McQueen 19 haveto go to various hotels. He said, that would
20 ever refuse anyone access to see their recordsfrom |20 begreat. Very generous. Appreciate it.
21 theNRA? 21 At some point, he would say, why
22 A. Tomy personal knowledge? 22 don't you come down here and look at something. |
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Page 209 Page 211
1 don't know if it was a house or alocation or 1 A. |think so.
2 whatever. And hewas-- hisresponsewas, it'syour | 2 Q. Did you ever try to reach out to Woody
3 house. You know, it's the safe house for me on an 3 Phillipsto find out what his story was?
4 occasiona basis. 4 A. No, he doesn't work for us anymore.
5 Later, he found out, when he was 5 Q. Doesthat mean there would be no
6 traveling, apparently, somebody from AcMc contacted | 6 interest in checking hisversion of the facts?
7 Woody Phillips and said -- | don't remember what 7 A. Interest or not, | don't think it would
8 Woody said -- we need some help with the down 8 be prudent for meto do so.
9 payment or something. That may befar off whatthe | 9 Q. Why isthat?
10 actual conversation was. 10 A. I'mnot going to -- I'm not going to do
11 But for some reason, they got Woody 11 something outside of the -- ongoing investigation by
12 tocut acheck for $77,000. Wayne gets back in 12 our lawyers.
13 town, finds out about it, and says, heck, no, we're 13 Q. Soyour lawyers are investigating that
14 not going to -- NRA's not buying ahouse, and heput |14 issue?
15 the stop to the deal. 15 A. Youwill haveto ask them.
16 Now, whether or not you guys went 16 Q. Wall, I'm asking you. You're saying
17 ahead and -- I'm sorry, your clientswent ahead and |17 you're not going to do anything outside of their
18 bought the house, | don't know. 18 investigation. If they're not investigating it,
19 Q. Didyouknow if Wayne LaPierre and his 19 there's-- you don't have to worry about that.
20 wife made an application to belong to the country |20 So isit your understanding that
21 club that the community that the house belonged to? |21 you're limited because they're investigating; is
22 A. |don't know. 22 that your testimony?
Page 210 Page 212
1 Q. Okay. You learned your factsfrom 1 A. I'mtelling you, I'm not going to give
2 Mr. LaPierre or from what other source? 2 you any information that | got from the Brewer firm.
3 A. From Wayne. 3 Q. Okay. Did you limit your investigation
4 Q. Okay. Do you know whether or not an 4 because the Brewer firm was looking at this?
5 entity was set up that the NRA owned 99 percent of | 5 A. | didn't limit my investigation because
6 for the purpose of buying this house? 6 of anything.
7 A. Theonly information -- I'm not sure 7 Q. Soyoudidn't think it was necessary to
8 what you're talking about, but the only additional 8 tak to Woody Phillips about the potential purchase
9 information | had came through discussionswith Bill | 9 of the house in Dallas?
10 Brewer. 10 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
11 Q. Okay. Did you ever discuss thiswith 11 A. I'vealready answered that question.
12 Woody Phillips? 12 Q. Do you think that you got every -- all
13 A. | haven't talked to Woody since -- since 13 of the facts you needed about this potential
14 heleft. 14 purchase?
15 Q. Wéll, I -- when did you investigate this 15 A. Yeah.
16 issue? 16 Q. Okay. Did you know that the entity that
17 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 17 was set up to purchase the house was listed on the
18 A. Again, | can't tell you the date, but | 18 NRA'sForm 990 that it hasto file with the IRS?
19 cantdl you it was after that information hit the 19 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
20 media 20 A. | don'trecall what all waslisted on
21 Q. Okay. Sothiswas after Woody Phillips 21 the 990.
22 wasgone, then? 22 Q. Didyou review the IRS 990 Form that the
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NRA submitsto the IRS?
A. We, "we" being the audit committee, we
review the 990, yes.

Page 213

Page 215

MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
A. You mean, are you talking about coding
the check itself?

1 1
2 2
3 3
4 Q. Inthat review, did you notice that 4 Q. | assumethat there's specific pockets
5 therewas an entity set up to purchasethe housefor | 5 of money that you can use to buy things at the NRA,;
6 WayneLaPierre? 6 isthat right?
7 A. No. 7 A. No. | mean, there's one big pocket.
8 MR. DICKIESON: Let me go off the 8 Q. Okay.
9 record whilel find this. 9 A. Andwhether you're authorized to do it.
10 MR. COLLINS: Sure. 10 Q. Allright.
11 (RECESS, 3:01 p.m. - 3:04 p.m.) 11 A. If you aretalking about coding the
12 MR. DICKIESON: Let's go back on the 12 check, which | think iswhat you're saying --
13 record. 13 Q. Okay. When it comes back?
14 BY MR. DICKIESON: 14 A. I'msorry?
15 Q. Let me show you the 990 Form, the most 15 Q. After the payment comes back, you get a
16 recent onefiled by the NRA. You seethereference |16 receipt for the payment, and it gets coded; is that
17 thereto WBB? 17 what you're talking about?
18 A. | do. 18 A. No, no, no. Okay. Like, my personal
19 Q. Itshowsthat it's 99 percent owned by 19 account. When | write a check for something, | use
20 theNRA. Do you know what WBB was for? 20 QuickBooks for my personal stuff aswell asmy law
21 A. |donot. 21 firm, it's going to go into one account. One
22 Q. When you reviewed the Form 990, did you 22 expense account, okay. If that'swhat you mean, no,
Page 214 Page 216
1 ask anyone any questions about what WBB might be? | 1 | don't know where that would have been coded. But
2 A. | don'trecall that. 2 when the money came back, it would have been a
3 Q. Isityour understanding that someone, 3 reverse entry because it's awash.
4 maybe Woody Phillips or someone else, set up an 4 Q. Do you know who authorized Woody
5 entity that the NRA owned 99 percent of without 5 Phillipsto create -- to pay that check that you
6 Wayne LaPierre's knowledge? 6 know of?
7 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 7 A. | donot.
8 A. Theonly -- | can't give you any 8 Do you want this back?
9 gpecifics. What | am aware of isthat Woody cuta | 9 Q. Theseinterrogatoriesthat werein front
10 check for $77,000, may have done something else |10 of you, these were signed by Josh Powell. Who is
11 after having been prompted by Angus himself, and |11 Josh Powell?
12 that when Wayne found out about it, he quashed the |12 A. He'saformer employee of the NRA.
13 ded. Butthat'sall | know. | can't giveyou any 13 Q. Now, when you say "former," when he did
14  specifics. 14 leavethe NRA?
15 Q. Do you know what budget that $77,000 15 A. Very recently. I'm not sure of the
16 check would have come out of ? 16 exact date.
17 A. Wadl, it was refunded, so it may have 17 Q. And do you know why he left the NRA?
18 been -- well, it would have been awash. Wouldit |18 A. Hewasterminated.
19 have hit any budget item, | don't know. 19 Q. Who made the decision to terminate him?
20 Q. Waéll, you mean, you can write a check 20 A. | speculate, but Wayne's our CEO.
21 and allocate it to a budget item after it's written 21 Q. Do you know why he was terminated?
22 and paid? 22 A. Theonly thing | know is based on
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Page 217

Page 219

16 A. No.

17 Q. Sothen thisdoesn't
18 withthelegal advice; i
19 A. Yes, itdoes.

21 A. No. | will.
22 Q. Okay.

14 have something to do with the New Y ork Attorney
15 Generd'sinvestigation?

20 Q. Okay. Do you want to explain that?

1 discussions with Wayne LaPierre. I'm sorry, not 1 A. Didit have-- did the New York AG stay
2 Wayne LaPierre, with Bill Brewer. 2 fire Josh Powell, no.
3 Q. Didyou have a separate discussion with 3 Did the reason for doing so have the
4 Wayne LaPierre about it? 4 impact or potential impact with the AG's
5 A. No. 5 investigation, yes.
6 Q. And sowhat was the reason? 6 Q. Inwhat way?
7 A. | --itwasbased on discussionswith 7 A. I'mnot going to answer that question.
8 BIll. 8 Q. IstheNRA involved in any ongoing
9 MR. COLLINS: Okay. 9 arbitration, dispute or litigation with Josh Powell
10 Q. Washegiving you legal advice when he 10 now?
11 wastelling you this? 11 A. Not to my knowledge.
12 A. Every --1 -- | know the game were 12 Q. Was Josh Powell on some sort of leave
13 playing. Okay. Everything| find out from Bill is |13 before he was terminated from the NRA?
14 for alegal purpose. 14 A. | believethat's correct. | believe so.
15 Q. You believethat everything hetellsyou 15 Q. Doyou know if that leave was paid?
16 wasprivileged? 16 A. Let me-- let me answer that again.
17 A. 1do. 17 | think he was taken accrued
18 Q. Soif hetellsyou what the weather is 18 vacation time, and if so, he would -- he would be
19 outside, isthat privileged? 19 paid. And there may have been aleave by whatever
20 A. Comeon, Bob. Why do that, man, come 20 terminology you want to give it, where he would have
21 on. You know what I'm talking about. 21 been paid during that period of time.
22 Q. I'masking questions. 22 Q. Was-- wereyou aware of the harassment
Page 218 Page 220
1 A. Thisconversation | consider privileged 1 claimsdirected against Josh Powell?
2 because | was seeking legal advice, yes. 2 A. By whom?
3 MR. COLLINS: Instruct you not to 3 Q. By anyone at the NRA or anyone, for
4 answer, but you can -- I'm sorry. | apologize. | 4 example, a Ackerman McQueen?
5 didn't mean to cut you off. 5 A. Yes.
6 Q. What was the subject area that you were 6 Q. Areyou awarethat the NRA paid a
7 seeking legal advice from Mr. Brewer -- was it 7 settlement of a harassment claim for Josh Powell?
8 Mr. Brewer you were talking to? 8 A. Thatisnot my understanding.
9 A. Yes 9 Q. What isyour understanding?
10 Q. And what was going on that you needed 10 A. There may have been a settlement based
11 lega advice from Mr. Brewer? 11 onan employment claim, but not harassment.
12 A. TheNew York AG. 12 Q. Okay. What was the employment claim?
13 Q. Okay. So did Josh Powell's termination 13 A. | don't know if it was an alleged

have anything to do
sthat correct?

14 discrimination on atermination or promotion or
15 something like that, but it was not harassment in
16 the sensethat we all think of harassment.

17 Q. Woasit like arace discrimination claim?

18 A. No.

19 Q. When you say adiscrimination claim,

20 what was the nature of the discrimination?

21 A. | don'tremember. | mean, | just -- |

22 got the information aimost casualy. Andas|
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Page 221 Page 223
1 recdl -- God, I'm hesitant to say this because | 1 because Josh wasn't there ten years ago, but, no, |
2 don't know if I'm right or not. 2 don't know.
3 Q. Just give usyour best understanding. 3 Q. Doyou know how many months she worked
4 A. Oh, | know what itis. Yes. I'm sorry. 4 onthat project?
5 | do remember. 5 A. Theonly thing | know about, Bob, is
6 Yeah. We had hired alady who was 6 that.
7 anexpert on -- I'll use the wrong terminology, but 7 Q. Didyousay "Bob"?
8 basically website metrics and all of that kind of 8 A. I'msorry. Isthat your name?
9 stuff. I think if | remember correctly she worked 9 Q. No.
10 for Google, and then we were using her -- "we" being |10 MR. COLLINS: He's Bab.
11 the NRA, not the audit committee, wasusing herto |11 MR. COX: He's Dave.
12 try to get someinformation about the numbersthat |12 A. Okay. Get some cards out here, guy.
13 we were being given about views and engagementsand |13 What's your name?
14 al of that stuff for NRATV, and therewasameeting |14 Q. Dave.
15 when Revan blew up andtold himtoget-- I'mnot |15 A. I'msorry, Dave. I'mrealy not doing
16 going to repeat him. Get thiswoman out of the 16 that intentionally.
17 office. Sheleft. Then sometime later, | think she |17 The only thing | know isthat she
18 wasterminated. | don't know -- | don't know if she |18 was hired to work on the metricsto find out if the
19 did anything wrong. It may have been, okay, we 19 numbers we were being given are accurate. They went
20 can't use her for what we need, and then she filed 20 toameeting, that was discussed, Revan got mad
21 a-- something -- aclaim based on her termination. |21 because she was asking for it, and they left. And
22 | don't know if it was wrongful termination or what. |22 that's the sum total of what | know about it.
Page 222 Page 224
1 If I'm thinking of the one you're 1 Q. When you say "she was asking for it,"
2 talking about. 2 what do you mean by that?
3 Q. And how was Josh Powell involved in 3 A. Shewasasking for whatever data would
4 that? 4 be necessary to measure the metrics.
5 A. Josh had hired her to do that, as| 5 Q. Soshewasn't asking for Revan to get
6 understand it. 6 madat her?
7 Q. Sowastheclaim against him, that he 7 A. Oh, no, no, no. No. No. Shewasn't --
8 wasthe oneinvolved in the wrongful termination? | 8 shewasn't -- she wasn't picking on him.
9 A. That, | don't know. | don't know -- | 9 Q. Allright. Wereyou at that meeting?
10 don't know if she-- I don't know. Obvioudly, it's 10 A. No.
11 against the NRA saying she was wrongfully 11 Q. Didyou ever seethe -- her analysis,
12 terminated. Did she say, Josh wasthe guy who,you |12 the metrics analysis you talked about?
13 know, gave me my pink dlip, | don't know. 13 A. No. Asl recall, shewas never ableto
14 Q. Okay. How long did she work at the NRA? 14 doit, because she couldn't get the information she
15 A. 1don't know. 15 needed.
16 Q. When was she terminated? 16 Q. Okay. How did you learn that?
17 A. I don't know that. 17 A. ltakedto -- who did | talk to?
18 Q. Wasit 2019, 20187 18 Wasn't Josh. | don't remember who |
19 A. | havenoidea 19 taked to.
20 Q. Youdon't know if it was ten years ago 20 Q. Okay. What was her name?
21 orfiveyearsago or four years ago? 21 A. | don't know that.
22 A. It wouldn't have been ten years ago 22 Q. First name, anything?
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1 A. (Thewitness shrugs.) 1 A. No. Not asaresult of anything in the
2 No. 2 AG'soffice.
3 Q. Wereyour aware of any harassment 3 Q. Thenwhat -- what's your explanation for
4 complaint made by anyone at Ackerman McQueen? | 4 why he was terminated?
5 A. Against Josh? 5 A. | canttell you that, because | got
6 Q. Against Josh Powell. 6 that information from Bill.
7 A. Joshtold me, and it was not in any kind 7 Q. Okay. What isthe current status of the
8 of formal capacity, if | remember, wewereat lunch | 8 investigation of the New Y ork Attorney General's
9 or something, and he said, well, | won't be going 9 office?
10 back to AcMc. | said, what's that about? And he 10 A. Their investigation?
11 said, somelady over thereismaking an allegation |11 Q. Yes,
12 against me. | said, what are you talking about? He |12 A. Asfar as| know, document production
13 said, | didn't do anything, but you know, | think 13 dtage.
14 they got mad at me because | was demanding certain |14 Q. Hasthe NRA produced al of the
15 information. But that'sthe sumtotal of what | was |15 requested documentsto the New Y ork Attorney
16 told about it. 16 Generd's office?
17 Q. Did hetell you what information he had 17 A. | wouldn't bein aposition to know
18 been demanding? 18 that.
19 A. I'msorry? 19 Q. Areyoufamiliar with the NRA program
20 Q. Did hetell you what information he had 20 Lexington and Concord?
21 been demanding? 21 A. Program, no.
22 A. No, hedidn't. 22 Q. Areyou aware of aplan to have the NRA
Page 226 Page 228
1 Q. Did you learn anything more about 1 moveits headquarters out of New Y ork?
2 that -- 2 A. No.
3 A. About? 3 Q. Andthat --
4 Q. -- complaint by someone at AcMc? 4 A. Okay. I'msorry. Back up. Wedon't
5 A. No. 5 have aheadquartersin New York. | think you mean
6 Q. Didthe audit committee ever have any 6 the charter.
7 responsibility for reviewing the payment for the 7 Q. Thecharter, yes.
8 wrongful termination charge that you discussed? 8 A. Yeah. | don't know.
9 A. No. 9 Q. And that term, "Lexington and Concord,"
10 Q. Doyou know if there were any other 10 you've not heard that around the NRA?
11 claims against Josh Powell that the NRA had to make |11 A. | have, but not asaplan.
12 apayment for? 12 Q. Wadll, what isyour understanding of what
13 A. Not that | know of. 13 that termis?
14 Q. Do you know how Josh Powell may have 14 A. UnlessI'm mistaken. | wasn't involved
15 created a problem with the New Y ork Attorney 15 init, but unless I'm mistaken, Lexington and
16 General's office? 16 Concord was an option that we were investigating to
17 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 17 start afor-profit captive to handle the insurance
18 A. | don't know that that's the case. 18 side of the amenity programs.
19 Q. Well, I think you testified that he was 19 THE WITNESS: Somebody else call for
20 terminated as aresult of something inthe New York |20 arestroom break so | don't have to do it next.
21 Attorney Generd's office. 21 MR. DICKIESON: We can take a
22 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 22 five-minute break anytime.
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1 (RECESS, 3:20 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.) 1 Q. Okay. Wasthe-- the NRA was sdlling
2 BY MR. DICKIESON: 2 the Carry Guard insurance nationwide; is that right?
3 Q. Allright. Earlier today, we talked 3 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
4 about the New York Attorney Genera'sinvestigation, | 4 Q. The NRA was selling or promoting Carry
5 and whether you were aware of any other government | 5 Guard insurance nationwide; is that right?
6 investigation. We talked about the Senate |etter. 6 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
7 Are you aware of any other 7 A. I don't know if it was us or Lockton.
8 government investigation of the NRA? 8 Q. Okay. What wasthe NRA's connection to
9 A. I'mnot aware of any other 9 Carry Guard?
10 investigations. If | remember correctly, | think 10 A. Thedetailsof it, you'd have to ask
11 the DC Attorney General sent adocument, aretention |11  someone else. | don't know.
12 notice or something like that, but if itsmorethan |12 Q. Why isthe DFSlooking at NRA with
13 that, | don't know. 13 respect to Carry Guard?
14 Q. Andwhat'sthe DC Attorney General's 14 A. Purely political reasons.
15 officeinvestigation related to? 15 Q. What do you mean by that?
16 A. | don't know if thereisone. They just 16 A. | mean, we're the only not-for-profit
17 sent adocument retention notice out. 17 that has ever been examined like this, and proposing
18 Q. Wasthe FEC, the Federal Election 18 sanctionsin the entire history of the DFS.
19 Commission, also looking at the NRA? 19 Q. Haveyou studied the entire history of
20 A. Not to my knowledge. You mean 20 theDFS?
21 currently? Not to my knowledge. 21 A. No.
22 Q. How about in the last couple of years? 22 Q. So how do you make that statement?
Page 230 Page 232
1 A. No. Again, not to my knowledge. 1 MR. COLLINS: From counsel ?
2 Q. How about anything relating to the 2016 2 MR. DICKIESON: No prompting,
3 presidential election? 3 please
4 A. Not to my knowledge. 4 MR. COLLINS: No, he'slooking at
5 Q. Doyouknow if there was any 5 me. | don't know if he'slooking for privilege
6 investigation asto whether or not the NRA was 6 issues.
7 coordinating its media buys with the Republican 7 A. I'vebeentold that.
8 Party, that the FEC was looking into? 8 Q. Okay. Who told you that?
9 A. Notthat | know of. 9 A. | don't know the name of the person.
10 Q. Doyou know of any investigation by the 10 Q. Wasit aperson within the NRA?
11 New York Department of Financial Services? 11 A. | don't know.
12 A. Yeah. The DFS? 12 Q. Didyou believeit?
13 Q. Yeah. 13 A. Yeah, | believeit.
14 A. Yes 14 Q. Why do you believeit?
15 Q. What do you know about that 15 A. Becausethereisnot another single
16 investigation? 16 entity that has, at least publicly, ever been sought
17 A. That started with the Carry Guard deal. 17 after for sanctions when another entity, another
18 Now, they're -- the investigation deals with whether |18 insurance company or a broker has aready accepted
19 or not the NRA was selling insurance, I'll use the 19 responsibility and paid afine.
20 vernacular, without alicense. 20 Q. How do you know that?
21 I'm sorry. Selling insurance in New 21 A. When | heard that statement, | started
22 York without alicense. 22 getting on the internet and doing some Google
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1 searchestrying to find something. 1 premiums."
2 Q. Okay. 2 We didn't collect premiums. So we
3 (Cotton Exhibit 13, WTVB article, "New York charges | 3 couldn't keep any portion of something we didn't
4 NRA...", was marked for identification.) 4 collect.
5 Q. Let'shave marked as Exhibit 13 an 5 Q. Soisityour understanding that Lockton
6 article about the Department of Financial Services | 6 paid acommission to the NRA for its sales?
7 charges against the NRA. 7 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
8 Have you seen this article before? 8 A. | can't answer with persona knowledge
9 A. | havenot. 9 what they did, but the way our affinity programs
10 Q. Let medirect your attention to the 10 work iswe get some kind of -- you can call it
11 second page, the paragraph that states, towardsthe |11 royalty, commission, whatever. So, yes, we derive
12 top of the page, "The NRA was also accused of 12 some revenue from any of those, but certainly not in
13 misleadingly promising coverage for gun collectors, |13 theway thisone-sided article iswritten.
14 dedlers, instructors, clubs and shows at the lowest |14 Q. Okay. Thefirst page states on the
15 possible cost' when, in fact, the group typically 15 second paragraph, "The state Department of Financial
16 kept between 13.7 percent and 21.9 percent of the |16  Services plansto seek civil fines and other
17 premiums paid."” 17 remedies from the gun rights group at an April 6th
18 Do you see that? 18 hearing."
19 A. | seeit. 19 Do you know what fines and remedies
20 Q. Isittruethat the NRA would keep a 20 the Department of Financial Servicesis seeking from
21 portion of the premiums that Lockton would sell 21 theNRA?
22 these policiesfor? 22 A. | donot.
Page 234 Page 236
1 A. | can't answer that. | don't know. 1 Q. Thefirst page also has a paragraph that
2 Q. Didn't you testify earlier that one of 2 says-- hasaquote from William Brewer. It says,
3 thefinancia problemsfacing the NRA wastheloss | 3 "'Today's announcement is about politics, not
4 of commissions from the Carry Guard program? 4 protecting consumers,' William Brewer, alawyer for
5 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 5 theNRA said in astatement. "The NRA acted
6 A. Yes 6 appropriately at all times.™
7 Q. Soyouwere aware that they were 7 Do you see that?
8 deriving some finances from Carry Guard; is that 8 A. |seeit.
9 right? 9 Q. IstheBrewer law firm handling public
10 A. Correct. 10 relations and messaging for the NRA now?
11 Q. Andisthishow they got it, by taking a 11 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
12 commission from the people who purchased it? 12 A. We have our own in-house people that do
13 A. Well, when you say "this," areyou 13 that.
14 referring to this paragraph in this -- 14 Q. Didthe Ackerman McQueen group handle
15 Q. Yes. 15 messaging for the NRA when it was under the
16 A. --politically motivated article? 16 contract, the services agreement?
17 Thisarticle, thereason | can't 17 A. They certainly handle some messaging,
18 answer that one, because it says, "The NRA wasalso |18 probably alot of messaging for, God, what, 40
19 accused of mideadingly promising coverage for gun |19 years.
20 collectors, dedlers, instructors, clubsand showsat |20 Q. And who has taken over that messaging
21 thelowest possible cost, when, in fact, the group 21 responsibility now that they're no longer working
22 typicaly kept between 13.7 and 21.9 percent of the |22 for NRA?
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1 A. Webrought it in-house. 1 Q. Andat subjectis, Re: Allen West
2 Q. Didyou hire more people in-house to 2 statement, dash, reaction, question mark.
3 do--inthepublic relations area? 3 Who is Mark Maremont?
4 A. Idon'tknow. | have nothing to do with 4 A. He'sareporter with the Wall Street
5 PR guys. 5 Journal.
6 Q. Okay. DoesBill Brewer handle some of 6 Q. WasMark Maremont looking for areaction
7 the messaging for the NRA now? 7 toastatement from Allen West?
8 A. | haveseen Bill quoted likethisin 8 A. That, | don't know.
9 various news releases, but that's all | know. 9 Q. Okay. Do you remember the context of
10 Q. Doesthe Brewer law firm prepare 10 thisjoint statement, what caused it to be prepared
11 statementsfor you to release to the press? 11 inthefirst place?
12 A. | don'trecal -- no. No onefrom the 12 A. Don't recall, but according to what it's
13 Brewer firm has ever called me and said, thisisa |13 saying right here, it was something Allen West said.
14 statement to release, or will you -- no. Oneof the |14 Q. Do you remember what that was about?
15 guys, one of our in-house PR guys, Andrew 15 (Clarification requested by the Court Reporter.)
16 Arulanandam, he's done that. 16 A. No.
17 Q. Let'stakealook at 5-14. 17 Q. If you look at the second page, there
18 (Cotton Exhibit 14, e-mail, 5.14.2019, Joint 18 seemsto bealink to something,
19 Statement, NRA-AMc_00069530-531, was marked for |19 "theoldschoolpatriot.com statement regarding NRA.."
20 identification.) 20 That'sfrom Mark Maremont to Travis Carter and
21 Q. Areyou familiar with thisjoint 21 Andrew Arulanandam.
22 statement from the National Rifle Association of 22 Isthat your understanding what this
Page 238 Page 240
1 Americds president Carolyn D. Meadows, first vice | 1 isreacting to?
2 president Charles L. Cotton, and second vice 2 A. ldon'tknow. Thisisthefirst time
3 president -- LTC, isthat Lieutenant Colonel ? 3 that | have seen that, | mean, the second page, but
4 A. Yeah 4 itcould be. | don't know.
5 Q. WillesK. Lee, USA, retired? 5 Q. Okay. Doyou believe -- isit your
6 A. Excuseme. | am. 6 understanding that Allen West wasinvolved in the
7 Q. Didyou prepare this statement? 7 failed attempt to oust Wayne LaPierre?
8 A. |didnot. 8 A. Yes.
9 Q. Doyouknow who did? 9 Q. Andinwhat way was he involved?
10 A. No. My gut tellsmeitis Andrew, but | 10 A. I don't know thefull extent of his
11 don't know that for afact. 11 role
12 Q. | also seethat Travis Carter is copied 12 Q. Doyouknow if he was coordinating with
13 onthee-mail to Mark Maremont. | mean, it's not 13 Ackerman McQueen?
14 evencopied. It'ssent directly to Travis Carter; 14 A. | don't know.
15 doyou seethat? 15 Q. Doyou know if he was coordinating with
16 A. Alongwith Mark, right. 16 Oliver North?
17 Q. Travis Carter iswith the Brewer law 17 A. | don't know.
18 firm, correct? 18 Q. Doyou know if he was coordinating with
19 A. Correct. 19 Dan Boren?
20 Q. Didyouwork with him and Andrew 20 A. | don't know.
21 Arulanandam to produce this statement? 21 Q. Doyou know if he was coordinating with
22 A. Only Andrew. 22 anyone?
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1 A. No, | dont't. 1 under the restrictions of a confidentiality
2 Q. Soonwhat basis do you say he may have 2 agreement under their services agreement?
3 been part of afailed attempt to oust Wayne 3 A. If you'reasking meat thistime, |
4 LaPierre; whose attempt was that? 4 don't know. | have subsequently been aware that
5 A. Wadl, the attempt was the men you just 5 therewas aconfidentiality provision, yes, but |
6 talked about, AcMc, Ollie North, Chris Cox, Dan 6 can't tell you exactly when | became aware of it. |
7 Boren and other persons unknown. 7 don't know that | knew it at the time this-- this
8 Weéll, that's my answer. | started 8 pressrelease or whatever it is, went to Mark.
9 toget off on anarrative, and | don't want to make 9 Q. Andthisisdated May 14, 2019?
10 my lawyer... 10 A. Yeah. Andthat'sright after the annual
11 Q. Inthisstatement, I'll read that 11 meetings.
12 paragraph that talks about the failed attempt. It 12 Q. Areyou aware of apress campaign by
13 says, "Inclosing, it occursto us that board 13 Ackerman McQueen subsequent to the April
14 membersvoicing concern may have been part of a |14 Indianapolis annual meeting?
15 failed attempt to oust Wayne LaPierre, CEO and 15 A. Wadll, nothing that we haven't already
16 executive vice president of the NRA, prior to the 16 talked about. | mean, | don't -- | can't say,
17 board meeting in Indianapolis. Infact, wewereall |17 here'sthe document that Revan sent to the Wall
18 warned that a scorched-earth campaign would ensue |18  Street Journal or to Beth or something like that.
19 unless Wayne moved to withdraw the NRA's lawsuit |19 But as| said, information's been
20 against Ackerman McQueen and walked away fromthe |20 released that only you guys would have had.
21 NRA. Wayne chose the principle path and did 21 Q. What information isthat?
22 neither." 22 A. | can't giveyou the specificsright
Page 242 Page 244
1 What are you talking about when you 1 now. | mean, the false claim that NRA leased an
2 aretalking about a scorched-earth campaign? 2 apartment for Wayne's niece. The woman was not
3 A. Talking about Ollie-- I'm sorry -- 3 related to Waynein any way. The stuff about
4 Colonel North's statement that AcMc is going to 4 persona -- persona travel to Italy, and it wasn't
5 release abunch of -- | don't remember what the 5 persond, it was NRA business. That kind of stuff.
6 terminology he used -- damaging press releases or 6 Q. Do you have any evidence that Ackerman
7 something, that would be damaging to both NRA andto | 7 McQueen actually released that to the press?
8 Wayne personaly. 8 A. No. No. It'swhat -- it'swhat | told
9 Q. Doyou think that Oliver North used the 9 you, Dave. That'smy gut feeling. Okay. It's--
10 term "pressreleases'? 10 dl of that stuff started after Ollie told us AcMc
11 A. No. And that thething. That'sthe 11 wasgoingto do this. We have since learned that he
12 message, | can't say that's a quote. 12 wasan employee of AcMc. He wanted us to drop the
13 Q. Wasthere some understanding that 13 lawsuit against AcMc. He wanted to stop the
14  Ackerman McQueen was going to file asuit? 14 investigation.
15 A. No. | mean, nothing that | was ever 15 Do | have -- you know, can | show
16 informed of asuit. The only thing | was -- the 16 Yyou this document, no, | can't. But put all of
17 only thing | got was that, you know, they weregoing |17 those facts together and that's what makes me think,
18 to start releasing stuff. | mean, your clientisa 18 my feelingisthat it was AcMc.
19 PRfirmand avery good PR firm, and they helped us |19 Q. Do you believe that Steve Hart was
20 alot over 40 years until this came up, and we knew |20 conspiring with Ackerman McQueen as far back asthe
21 they were very good at what they do. 21 September audit committee meeting to mislead the
22 Q. Wereyou awarethat Ackerman McQueenwas |22 audit committee into thinking that Oliver North's
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1 contract was athird party contract? 1 Q. Butyou just don't know when that took
2 A. | can't say that | believe Steve Hart 2 place?
3 was conspiring with AcMc, period. | don't know what | 3 A. It wasduring that conversation | was
4 hewasdoing. Thefact that you tell mehereviewed | 4 taking about, but, no, | can't tell you when that
5 the contract before that meeting, or after, and 5 was.
6 didn't tell me, because he knew we were basing 6 Q. Youdon't know if it was before the
7 our -- our position on the Oliver North contract on 7 audit committee meeting or after the audit committee
8 thebelief that it was athird party contract, if, 8 meeting or months later; is that right?
9 infact, he knew it, then, yeah, he was conspiring 9 A. No, | can't.
10 with somebody, but I'm not -- | didn't know that at |10 (Cotton Exhibit 15, memo, 6.13.2019, Analysis of the
11 thetime. 11 2018 NRA Consolidated Financial Statement,
12 Q. Andwe've aready discussed it, but your 12 NRA-AMc_00069987-999, was marked for
13 last answer makes me haveto bring thisupagain. |13 identification.)
14 A. Mm-hmm. = I
15 Q. Isityour testimony that the resolution H T
16 approving and ratifying the contract referstothe (g |GG
17 fact that thisis an independent contractor m
18 contract? =
19 A. I'd haveto look back at the document, um I
20 but | think that'sincluded in there. | can't T
21 imagineit's not, because that was a piece of the m
22 puzzle N
Page 246 [
1 Q. Let'sgo back and take alook at it. xr 0 ]
2 A. Do you remember which exhibit it is? 1 B
3 Q. Yeah. It'sExhibit 2, | believe. x. ]
4 A. Oh,that far back. 1 I
5 Q. Sodo you seein the resolution anywhere 1 I
6 that refersto this being an independent contractor | | [ GGG
7 Status contract? 1 I
8 A. Hangon. I'm looking at it -
9  No,itdoesn't say that in that 1 N
10 resolution. =
11 Q. Okay. Isit still your testimony that m
12 youthink that Steve Hart may have misled the audit g (G
13 committeeinto believing thiswasan independent g [l
14 contractor contract? T
15 A. I'mnot saying that because | don't know um
16 if hewasaware of thereal contract, or if so,when 1 | Gz
17 hebecameawareof it. Sol cantsay thathewas | GGG
18 misleading us. | don't know. m
19 Q. Andisityour testimony that Oliver m
20 North at some point misled you into thinking this |l | EGTGTNGNGEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
21 wasan independent contractor contract? m
|

22 A. Yes.

www.L exitasl egal.com/Premier

Lexitas 888-267-1200 (62) Pages 245 - 248

APP0927



Cotton
, 2020

y

_CV- G- ] i |
Caégfgérynga%%ggeﬁe BK Document 280-23 Filed 07/06/21 Page 65 of 89 Pagelpe%%gr

Page 249

(63) Pages 249 - 252

APP0928

888-267-1200

Lexitas

www.L exitasl egal.com/Premier



Caégﬁgéryngé%%ggeﬁ-e-BK Document 280-23 Filed 07/06/21 Page 66 of 89 Pagelp

@6‘ Cotton

ruary 7, 2020
Page 253 Page 255
1 1 | | Lcoislature. It could be about prayer requests for
1 2 people that have sick family members.
1 I 3 Q. Okay. Doyourecall posting, "An
1 4 important message to NRA members," on the
! I - TesCHLforum.com?
1 6 A. I'd haveto seethe post.
x. 7 Q. Let mefind that important message on
1 | ¢ (heexhibitshere, if you give me a second to do
1 I o that
'] 10  MR. COLLINS: Off the record one
m I 11 second.
m I 12 (Off the record)
m 13 MR. DICKIESON: Let's go back on the
m T 14 record. Back on the record.
m T 15 (Cotton Exhibit 16, letter to NRA Members,
m T 16 5.22.2019, was marked for identification.)
] e 17 BY MR. DICKIESON:
m T 18 Q. WEell have marked as the next exhibit,
m T 19  Exhibit 16, aMay 22nd letter on NRA letterhead from
m 20 anumber of officers and past officers of the NRA.
m I 21 Have you seen thisMay 22nd letter?
m I 22 A. Yes. Excuseme. Yes
[ Page 256
1 1 Q. Didyou help prepare thisletter?
2 BY MR. DICKIESON: 2 A. | didn't help prepareit. | reviewed it
3 Q. Mr. Cotton, I'm going to change gears 3 before-- no, that's not true. That's not true.
4 for alittlebit. Do you put out a podcast? 4 No, | did not -- I did not help
5 A. | have. | haven't done any recently. 5 prepareit. | reviewed it and told them, yes, they
6 I'vebeentoo busy. 6 could add my nameto it.
7 Q. Doesyour podcast relate to NRA matters? 7 Q. Okay. Do you know who did prepareit?
8 A. | mean, that's-- it's not limited to 8 A. |donot.
9 that, no. 9 Q. Do you know who asked you to review it?
10 Q. But it contains information about the 10 A. Dol remember offhand, no, but it had to
11 NRA; isthat correct? 11  beAndrew.
12 A. I'd haveto look back and see some of 12 Q. Andrew Arulanandam?
13 them. | don't know. | don't think | havedoneone |13 A. Yes.
14 intwo years. 14 Q. Why do you think it was Andrew?
15 Q. Okay. Do you post messages on the 15 A. Because he's our PR contact.
16 texaschlforum.com? 16 Q. Wasit your understanding thiswas a PR
17 A. Yes 17  letter?
18 Q. What kind of messages do you typically 18 A. A letterisaletter. You asked me what
19 put on there? 19 hisfunction was.
20 A. There'sno way for meto answer that. 20 Q. Atthe bottom of thefirst page, there's
21 It could be discussion about agun. It could be 21 astatement in bold letters, "We have full
22 discussions about legidation pending inthe Texas |22  confidence in the NRA's accounting practices and
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1 commitment to good governance." 1 thoseareadl true.
2 Do you see that? 2 Would that be an indication of NRA's
3 A |seeit. 3 sound accounting practices?
4 Q. Isthat your current opinion about the 4 A. lcant--
5 NRA? 5 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
6 A. Yes 6 A. -- assumethat'strue.
7 Q. And at the time you signed off on this, 7 MR. COLLINS: Go ahead.
8 wasit your -- did you know -- you knew about the | 8 A. | can't assume that it'strue.
9  Winkler letters with expenses of NRA personsgoing | 9 Q. So areyou assuming that they're false?
10 through Ackerman McQueen, then being billed tothe |10 A. I'm sorry?
11 NRA; isthat right? 11 Q. Areyou assuming those statements are
12 A. | knew that the -- | knew Winkler was 12 false?
13 claiming that. 13 A. | make no assumptions either way.
14 Q. Anddidyou find that that claim was, in 14 Q. Didyou investigate them on your own?
15 fact, accurate? 15 A. I'veaready answered that, no.
16 A. No. 16 Q. No.
17 Q. You found that claim to be false? 17 Y ou relied upon your attorney,
18 A. | can't talk about what | determined 18 Mr. Brewer and hislaw firm, to determine whether or
19 from that becauseit all came through Bill. Bill 19 not the Winkler letter statements were true or
20 Brewer, I'm sorry. 20 falsg isthat right?
21 Q. Soyoudidn't do any independent 21 A. Other than the -- what I'm calling the
22 investigation, Bill Brewer just told you what -- 22 wardrobe stuff.
Page 258 Page 260
1 A. Itwasbeing investigated by our 1 Q. You bdievethat'strue?
2 lawyers. Therewas no pointin meduplicatingthe | 2 A. No.
3 effort. 3 Q. Youbedlievethat'sfalse?
4 Q. Sonow you still believe that the 4 A. |don't know.
5 Winkler letters are false? 5 Q. Isthat the samefor al four of those
6 A. | can'ttell you anything about the 6 Winkler letters?
7 Winkler letter because everything I'velearned about | 7 A. | don't know what they all -- | don't
8 the allegations came from Bill. 8 know what you mean. | don't know the letters. You
9 Q. Okay. Did you learn about something 9 will have to show them to me.
10 from Bill Brewer before or after this messagewent |10 What | mean is| don't know if those
11 out, May 22nd? 11 expenditures were made in the amount of $274,000. |
12 A. | havenoidea 12 don't know if we were billed for clothes that other
13 Q. Okay. So at thetime thisletter went 13 peoplewore, other than Wayne. | have no idea,
14 out, did you think -- well, let's assume that the 14 because we have not been able to get the supporting
15 statements are true that -- in the Winkler 15 documentation.
16 letters-- 16 (Cotton Exhibit 17, letter, 4.22.2019, was marked
17 A. | cant--I'msorry. 17 for identification.)
18 Q. --that expenses were routed through 18 Q. Let's have marked asthe next exhibit,
19 Ackerman McQueen to the NRA for thingslikethe |19 17, an April 22nd letter from Bill Winkler to
20 Landini Brothers Restaurant expenses, the Zegna |20  Mr. LaPierre.
21 clothing expenses, the Tyler Schropp use of the 21 Isthis one of the Winkler letters
22 Ackerman McQueen credit card; let'sassumethat |22 you received an April 22nd from Steve Hart?
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1 A. ldontrecdl. I'mnot -- as| sit 1 that you can point to?
2 here, I'm not sure that | even read all of the 2 A. It'sthat samelitany of things. If you
3 attachment, if it be asingle letter or multiple. | 3 want metodoitagain, | will.
4 don't know. 4 Q. I'mjust talking about the Megan Allen
5 Q. Okay. Earlier, you testified you 5 factsthat you believe tied that to Ackerman
6 thought that Ackerman McQueen had listed the 6 McQueen.
7 apartment rented for someone who was Wayne 7 A. All of the attempts at extorting Wayne
8 LaPierre'sniece; isthat right? 8 todrop thelawsuit, resign from the NRA. Ollie
9 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 9 North phone call. Chris Cox going personally to
10 A. I'msorry. Could you restate that. 10 meet with Wayne. Carolyn Meadows was present. Oh,
11 Q. | believeyou said that one of the false 11 | left out Dan Boren's phone call to Wayne to tell
12 things was that someone had rented -- that therewas |12 him, you need to resign. Exactly what | wastold,
13 areport that the NRA had paid for an apartment for |13 something to the effect of they're going to be
14 Wayne LaPierre's niece for asummer; isthat right? |14  putting stuff out in the media. Again, that's the
15 A. Yes. | testified that that allegation 15 message, hot a quote.
16 wasmade, and it'sfalse. 16 All of that stuff. That's what
17 Q. Okay. Andinthisletter, if you look 17 makes me think it came from AcMc.
18 down at thefourthtothelast line, or evenlook at |18 Q. Okay. Did you ever discuss with Wayne
19 thefifth. You said, "Section C, total $13,804.84 19 LaPierrethe Megan Allen expense?
20 isfor the apartment you require re-rent for the 20 A. Yeah.
21 period May 27th to August 30, 2016 in Fairfax, 21 Q. Wasn't his-- in hisdeposition, I'll
22 Virginiafor Megan Allen and billed to the NRA." |22  represent that he was upset because he thought that
Page 262 Page 264
1 That's what you were referring to; 1 the press wasimplying that there was some sort of
2 isthatright? 2 anillicit relationship he had with a young woman,
3 A. | beievethat'sit. 3 not that it was his niece.
4 Q. Isthereany reference there that Megan 4 A. First-- well, gettingitin
5 AllenisWayne LaPierre's niece? 5 chronological order.
6 A. No, notinthisletter. 6 The first slanderous statement that
7 Q. Do you think that there was another 7 wasissued by the mediawas that it was his niece.
8 letter that identified her as Wayne LaPierre's 8 When we responded to whomever it was, told them,
9 niece? 9 that'sabunch of garbage, it's not -- no relation
10 A. No, that was one of the tabloid articles 10 atall.
11 that werein the media 11 Then sometime later on, | don't know
12 Q. Okay. Soyou think that -- where do you 12 if it'sdays, weeks or whatever, maybe hours, then
13 think the tabloid got that information it was Wayne |13 it hitsthat -- you know, hinting that there was
14 LaPierre'sniece? 14 some kind of inappropriate relationship with this
15 A. Weéll, it certainly didn't come from the 15 young woman.
16 NRA. 16 Q. Okay. Do you have any evidence that
17 Q. Okay. Do you think it came from Bill 17 Ackerman McQueen either said it was his niece or
18  Winkler? 18 therewasanillicit relationship with ayoung
19 A. 1think it camefrom AcMc. 19 woman?
20 Q. What do you base that on, just your gut? 20 A. Dol have any direct evidence?
21 A. All of the factsto that point. 21 Q. Yes.
22 Q. Didyou -- what are facts to that point 22 A. No.
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1 Q. Youjust feel that? 1 A. | don'thave-- | haven't read the
2 A. I'mconnecting the dots, analyzing the 2 petition.
3 evidencethat's out there, and drawing aconclusion. | 3 Q. Okay.
4 Q. Allright. Do you think you have al of 4 A. Or complaint, whatever you guys call it
5 the dots you need to draw that conclusion? 5 up here.
6 A. Yeah 6 Q. Wereyou aware that what's stated in the
7 Q. Okay. Sowhat are the dots? 7 third paragraph, that "At your request, we issued
8 A. Ijusttoldyou. 8 you an American Express card and agreed to the
9 Q. Allright. Sothat'sall you have, 9 trave feefromll & IS," were you aware of that?
10 though? 10 A. | have no knowledge.
11 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 11 Q. That Wayne LaPierre had an Ackerman
12 A. That'sal | knew on my own. | may or 12 McQueen American Express card?
13 may not have other information obtained from 13 A. | had no knowledge of that.
14 counsel, and I'm not going to talk about that. 14 Q. Do you think that's a sound accounting
15 Q. Okay. Do you understand the purpose of 15 practice and commitment to good governance?
16 Mr. Winkler'sletters of April 22nd? 16 A. | have no opinion on that.
17 A. Dol understand the -- 17 Q. You aready testified that you had no
18 Q. Thepurpose. Why did he write these 18 ideathat there was a separate travel feefrom Il &
19 letters? 19 IS, which is Gayle Stanford's organization?
20 A. My opinion? 20 A. | hadno -- | had no information about
21 Q. No. Based -- well, your opinion based 21 that -- well, travel agent or whatever you want to
22 onreading it, what is your understanding? 22 cdl her, at al.
Page 266 Page 268
1 A. Waéll, oneor two things. Either the 1 Q. Wereyou aware that Wayne LaPierre's
2 document speaks for itself, or | can tell you what 2 travel invoices were not sent to the NRA treasurer's
3 | -- my thought asto why he issued the letter. 3 office, but routed to Ackerman McQueen?
4 Which one do you want? 4 A. ldon'tthink | ever -- | don't think |
5 Q. | want your thought. 5 wasever told that.
6 A. My thought. Further trying to attack 6 Q. Wereyou told that there was a need to
7 Wayne, if you will, scare Wayne out of office, scare | 7 make sure that the treasurer's office didn't have
8 Wayneinto dropping the lawsuit. 8 trave information for security reasons because
9 Q. And the stated purpose in the document 9 therewereleaksin the treasurer's office?
10 statesinthethird -- fourth paragraph, "Werequest |10 A. | know -- the answer to that question,
11 that you furnish to usin itemized detail all 11 no.
12 approvals, receipts and/or other support which will |12 I know that Wayne's security is
13 show documentation sufficient to meet the standards |13  paramount.
14 alleged per the lawsuit for all the listed charges, 14 Q. And do you know that he used Ackerman
15 including as attachment number one, total expenses |15 McQueen to enhance his security to keep track of
16 of $267,460.53 to thisletter." 16 those expenses away from people at the NRA?
17 Do you understand he's looking for 17 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
18 backup to these expenses, right? 18 A. Dol know that wasthe rationale, the
19 A. That'swhat the |etter says. 19 reason, no, | don't.
20 Q. Youunderstand, in the lawsuit, the NRA 20 Q. Did Mr. LaPierre ever tell you that he
21 wasclaiming that Ackerman had that backup; isthat |21 was concerned about leaks at the NRA?
22 right? 22 A. Weknew that there were leaks from the
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1 NRA. | don't know if Wayne ever said it or not. 1 you; isthat right?
2 Q. Okay. Did Wayne LaPierre ever tell you 2 A. | think -- you're trying to point to the
3 that he was concerned about Ackerman McQueen 3 mechanism transfer. That's not my issue. My issue
4 leaking? 4 is, why isthe NRA lawyer talking to Winkler?
5 A. | don'trecall him saying that to me. 5 Q. Isityour understanding that this
6 Q. Allright. Didthe audit committee get 6 exhibit that shows Mr. Hart receiving a copy of this
7 involvedinreviewing Wayne LaPierresexpensesfor | 7 indicatesthat he was talking with Mr. Hart as well?
8 travel to the Bahamas, Pam Beach, New York, Los | 8 A. Okay. Which one are we talking about
9 Angeles, Reno, Budapest and Italy asindicated in 9 now? Which exhibit number?
10 thisExhibit 177 10 MS. PINTO: On your right hand.
11 A. Which one? Oh, the one we're looking 11 MR. COLLINS: Thisone.
12 a? 12 THE WITNESS: This one?
13 Q. Yes. 13 MR. COLLINS: Yes.
14 A. Theaudit committee did not review 14 A. Thisisnot the Hart e-mail.
15 those. It doesn't come within the purview of the 15 Q. No.
16 audit committee. 16 A. Which oneisthe Hart e-mail?
17 Q. Didyou view Steve Hart's e-mail to you 17 Q. That'sthe Winkler letter that Mr. Hart
18 on April 22nd attaching these letterslike a 18 received --
19 whistleblower complaint? 19 A. | understand.
20 A. Notat all. 20 Q. -- and forwarded to you.
21 Q. Why not? 21 A. | understand. Where'sthe Hart e-mail?
22 A. Becausel was -- the thing that was most 22 Isthat -- isthat an exhibit?
Page 270 Page 272
1 shocking to me was the fact that NRA'slawyer was | 1 Q. Not yet.
2 Qetting -- obviously having communications with 2 A. Okay. Oh, I'm sorry. Okay.
3 Ackerman McQueen. 3 Q. Butthisisone of the letters that was
4 Q. How did you cometo that conclusion? 4 attached to the Hart e-mail, correct?
5 A. lsn't Winkler with Ackerman or one of 5 A. If you say so.
6 the groups? 6 Q. Okay. Soyou believe that this shows
7 Q. He'swith Ackerman McQueen, yes. 7 that Mr. Hart was talking with Mr. Winkler?
8 A. Okay. Wédll, that explainsit, Dave. We 8 A. Dol -- doesthat indicate it to me?
9 got an e-mail from Hart with correspondence, eemail | 9 Q. Yes.
10 or what, sent to the NRA's lawyer, and thenhesends |10 A. Yes.
11 it tothe board. 11 Q. Inwhat way?
12 Q. Isityour understanding -- isit your 12 A. Wefiled suit against AcMc the 12th --
13 position that Mr. Winkler should not have copied |13 Q. Of April, yes.
14 Steve Hart on this April 22nd letter to Wayne 14 A. --of April. Ten days later, the date
15 LaPierre? 15 on Winkler's|etter istransmitted to the NRA not --
16 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 16 not through our counsel of record, but through Hart?
17 A. | can't say that he did anything -- that 17 Yeah. All kinds of bells and whistles went off on
18 Winkler did anything untoward. What | am sayingis, |18 that one.
19 why isit that our lawyer, our NRA lawyer, is 19 Q. Okay. Did -- was Ackerman McQueen till
20 receiving information from AcMc? 20 providing servicesto the NRA as of April 22, 2019?
21 Q. Allright. Andyou believeit's 21 A. | don't know directly.
22 improper for Steve Hart to have forwarded that to |22 Q. Do you know when the contract -- the
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1 services agreement was terminated? 1 that, inthe middle of the page, it says, "Fact,
2 A. | know it wasterminated. | couldn't 2 over the years, Wayne had been advised by the NRA's
3 tell you when. 3 advertising professionalsto invest in his
4 Q. Soif Ackerman McQueen -- assuming that 4 professional wardrobe due to his numerous public and
5 Ackerman McQueen was still performing servicesfor | 5 mediaappearances. We understand that this was the
6 the NRA asof April 22nd, do you think it'simproper | 6 same agency that facilitated the clothing
7 for Mr. Winkler to send aletter requesting backup 7 purchases."
8 documentsto the NRA? 8 Isit your understanding as a lawyer
9 A. To --to -- when the lawsuit was filed, 9 that the purchase of business clothing can be a
10 he should not have been communicating withus. All |10 business expense for an individual ?
11 communication should have gone through AcMc counsel, |11 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
12 presumably you, and our lawyer. Sendingitdirectly |12 A. 1 think it's probably a better question
13 tothe NRA lawyer, after the lawsuit's filed, any 13 for an accountant, but, yeah, it can, if it's
14 lawyer isgoing to bristle at that. 14 required for -- made Wayne mad when | said it, but |
15 Q. Okay. So do you think that the -- some 15 calledit acostume. | said, are these your
16 100-plus people at Ackerman McQueen who weredoing |16 costumes? So what you're telling meisthese are
17 businesswith the NRA at thispoint in timeshould |17 your costumes for videos and personal appearances,
18 have beenrouting al of their communications 18 and hekind of bristled at that.
19 through lawyers; isthat right? 19 But, yeah, | mean, if it's-- again,
20 A. Communication like this, like Exhibit 20 our expert on PR stuff isyou guys -- well, your
21 17,if, infact, thiswasthe letter, yeah. 21 client. They told him, you can't run around with
22 Q. Andso-- 22 frayedties. You got to wear the clothes
Page 274 Page 276
1 A. Becausethisletter, Exhibit 17, 1 appropriate for whatever it is.
2 expressly relates to the lawsuit, not to ongoing 2 So in that respect, | think, yeah,
3 businessrelations, if any. 3 it would be alegitimate business expense.
4 Q. Okay. So copying the lawyer, do you 4 Q. Doyouknow if he segregated those
5 think that's an appropriate thing to do? 5 clothes and didn't use them for personal matters?
6 A. Not -- not Steve Hart. 6 A. That's precisely what he told me.
7 Q. Why not Steve Hart? 7 Q. When hedid tell you this?
8 A. Because he's not counsel of record. 8 A. When | first asked him about the
9 Q. Inthelitigation? 9 dlegation, when | first saw it. And he said, yeah,
10 A. Inthelitigation. 10 wehaveatotaly separate closet, and he said, we
11 Q. Allright. 11 evencdl itthe TV closet, and that's where all of
12 A. Andthisletter, Exhibit 17, deals with 12 that stuff is.
13 thelitigation. 13 Q. Okay. Doeshe wear that clothing to the
14 Q. Okay. Let'sgo back to the exhibit -- 14 office?
15 the May 22nd letter. 16. 15 A. You'regoingto get mein trouble again.
16 A. 167 16 | have never -- | have never seen Wayne wearing a
17 MS. PINTO: Yes. 17 nicesuit in my entire life, unless -- you better
18 Q. Toyour knowledge, was this letter 18 protect me -- unlessit was at some kind of public
19 vetted by counsel for the NRA before it was sent 19 event. Butl -- | don't know what clothes they
20 out? 20 were, but all kidding aside, | have never seen Wayne
21 A. |don't know. 21 inanexpensive suit unlessit was at annual meeting
22 Q. The representation on the second page 22 oronTV, that kind of stuff.
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1 Q. Okay. Haveyou seen hiscloset, hisTV 1 Q. Did she say that she had testified in
2 closet? 2 the deposition that John Frazer had told her to
3 A. No, | have never been to Wayne's house. 3 destroy them?
4 Q. Okay. Haveyou seen him carry yellow 4 A. No.
5 padsaround with him? 5 Q. That didn't come up in this discussion?
6 A. Yeah 6 A. No. Frazer -- Frazer wouldn't say that.
7 Q. Does he -- have you seen him with a 7 Q. But her personal attorney might?
8 duffel bag full of yellow pads? 8 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
9 A. | have never seen that. 9 A. Shesayshedid. | don't know any more
10 Q. Okay. Haveyou ever seen Carolyn 10 thanthat.
11 Meadows take notes at meetings? 11 Q. Okay. Did sheindicate that she was
12 A. | have seen her -- | have seen her take 12 upset at her personal attorney for giving her that
13 notesover the years. 13  advice?
14 Q. Okay. 14 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
15 A. Butl can't tell you thelast timel saw 15 A. Shedidn't say anything about -- | could
16 her doit. 16 tell shewasupset. | don't know who she was upset
17 Q. Andthisisat NRA meetings that you saw 17 at.
18 that? 18 Q. Okay. Haveyou destroyed any documents
19 A. Yeah, becausethat'sthe only timel see 19 that relate to any of the NRA litigation?
20 Carolyn, isat some kind of NRA meeting. 20 A. No.
21 Q. Wereyou aware that she shredded and 21 Q. Didany attorneystalk to you about
22 burned her NRA notes, handwritten notes? 22 documents that may be subject to subpoena?
Page 278 Page 280
1 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 1 A. I'mnot surel -- in what respect?
2 A. | just recently became aware. 2 Q. You know, the sort of notes of meetings
3 Q. Okay. How did you become aware of that? 3 or anything else that might be subject to subpoena.
4 A. Shetold me. 4 A. You mean my -- my documents?
5 Q. Andwhat did shetell you? 5 Q. Yes.
6 A. Shesaidthat it cameupin her 6 A. No, | don't have any documents.
7 deposition, and she was upset about it. And she 7 Q. Okay. But no attorney told you, apart
8 told methat she had yellow pads, as| understand 8 from you may have gotten anoticeto -- a
9 it, you know, what we would call depo pads, andit | 9 preservation notice, no attorney discussed that with
10 had notes about her husband's medical condition, 10 you, | takeit?
11 whichissignificant. 11 A. Oh, yeah, yeah. But | didn't -- okay.
12 She's on the Stone Mountain Board 12 I'msorry. That'sthereason | was asking you if
13 therein Georgia. Infact, she's president of it 13 you meant my personal documents, because | don't
14 right now. So it had notes about that stuff. And 14 haveany.
15 it -- you know, it had some -- some notes about NRA. |15 Y eah, board counsel, Whit Davis,
16 Shedidn't say what. And that she had gottenrid of |16 explained it numeroustimes. In fact, he doesit at
17 it 17 every board meeting, every meeting that I'min. In
18 Q. Did shetell you that she had consulted 18 fact, we call it the Whit rule. If you put a check
19 with an attorney before destroying them? 19 mark onit, it'syours. And we remind everybody of
20 A. Yes. Shesad shetaked to her 20 that at the board meetings, most, if not all,
21 personal attorney. | can't remember who. Shegave |21 committee meetings we do that.
22 meaname, | just don't remember who it is. 22 So to that extent, yes. He makesit

www.L exitasl egal.com/Premier

Lexitas 888-267-1200 (70) Pages 277 - 280

APP0935



-CV- G- - i legCotton
Caégfgéryrg a%%gge% G-BK Document 280-23 Filed 07/06/21 Page 73 of 89 Pagel'[_)e%t%:?@

ruary 7, 2020

Page 281 Page 283
1 clear to everyone, you can't get rid of documents. 1 (RECESS, 4:47 p.m. - 4:56 p.m.)
2 Q. Andasaresult of that Whit rule, 2 MR. DICKIESON: Back on the record.
3 nobody istaking notes; is that right? 3 BY MR. DICKIESON:
4 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 4 Q. Mr. Cotton, one of the alegationsin
5 A. l'vehad -- | can't tell you ho oneis. 5 thelitigation between the NRA and Ackerman McQueen
6 | cantell youthat | don't. And of course, I'm not 6 isthat the -- isthat Ackerman McQueen hasn't
7 anotetaker anyway. But I've had peoplecomeupto | 7 returned NRA property. Ackerman McQueen submitted
8 meand say, thisistough, | used to keep notes. 8 aninvoice of $1.5 million to the NRA for the cost
9 But how many of them do it, | don't know. 9 of returning that equipment.
10 Q. Okay. Andwhen did Whit Davis begin to 10 Has your role as an officer,
11 make these presentations; was it after Steve Hart 11 chairman of the audit committee or finance committee
12 wasgone? 12 beeninvolved in reviewing that invoice or approving
13 A. Wéll, yeah, because he wasn't onboard 13 it or dealing with it in any way?
14 until after Hart was gone. 14 A. Firgt of al, I'm not chairman of the
15 Q. Okay. 15 finance committee. I'm on the finance committee,
16 A. But | can't tell you when he did that. 16 but I'm not chair.
17 | don't know. Likel say, it happensall thetime. 17 Q. Right.
18 Q. AsaCPA, did you do audit work? 18 A. But, no, we have not -- | have not
19 A. Yeah. 19 looked at it, the audit committee has not, and if
20 Q. Sowhat kind of documentation for 20 anyoneelsehas, | don't know.
21 expenses would you be looking for when you were |21 Q. Areyou aware that such an invoice
22 doing audit work? 22 exists?
Page 282 Page 284
1 A. What kind of what? 1 A. No.
2 Q. Documentation for expenses. 2 Q. Istherediscussion in any of those
3 A. That wasacompletely different world 3 committees about what's happened to the NRA
4 30-some-odd years ago. 4 property?
5 Q. Okay. Do you work with CPAs now who do 5 A. | don't even know which property you're
6 audit work? 6 taking about.
7 A. No. | mean, other than talking to, you 7 Q. For example, al of the digita files,
8 know, our CPA firm. 8 TV showson NRATV and things like that?
9 Q. Okay. 9 A. Youguysareasking $1.5 million to
10 A. But, yeah, that'sall. 10 e-mail the electronic data?
11 Q. Sofor example, even years ago, if you 11 Q. I'masking you, isthere any discussion
12 had acredit card statement that had alist of 12 about any of that?
13 expenses, would that have been sufficient for an 13 A. Until today, | -- | did not know of it.
14 audit? 14 | certainly didn't know that you wanted almost $2
15 A. | can't answer that. It depends-- it 15 million to give us electronic media.
16 would depend on too many different factors. 16 Q. That was an example.
17 Q. Okay. 17 A. Oh, okay.
18 A. And frankly, | can't remember what all 18 Q. But do you know what aterabyteis?
19 wedid 32 yearsago. | just don't know. 19 A. Thesize of afile, yeah.
20 MR. DICKIESON: Okay. Let'stakea 20 Q. Okay. Do you know how big that is?
21 five-minute break. 21 A. Yeah
22 THE WITNESS: Sure. 22 Q. What isaterabyte?
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1 A. Aterabyteor -- 1 discussed in aboard meeting, it hasn't been
2 Q. A terabyte. 2 discussed in an audit committee meeting, and it
3 A. Aterabyteis, what, atrillion bits -- 3 hasn't been discussed in any finance committee
4 bytes, excuse me. 4 meeting that you've attended; is that right?
5 Q. Okay. Soit'salot of data, right? 5 A. Correct. Atleast not whilel was
6 A. |--I'vegot an externa hard drive 6 present and I'm present at al of that, like | say,
7 thissizethat's 2 terabytes. 7 unlessI'min the restroom.
8 Q. Okay. Do you know what a petabyte is? 8 Q. Allright. Didyouwatch NRATV when it
9 A. Okay. You're messing with my knowledge 9 wasoperating?
10 of Roman counting here. No, | don't know what that |10 A. Oh, God. No.
11 oneis. 11 Q. Why not?
12 Q. Allright. Soif there'samost 2 12 A. I'msorry?
13 petabytes, isthat what | said, of data that needs 13 Q. Why not?
14 tobetransferred, that'salot of data, right? 14 A. | just never did. | didn't make a
15 A. | don't know what a petabyteis. 15 decision, I'm not going to watch it. | just never
16 Q. Okay. Soyou don't know how much it 16 did.
17 coststo transfer that much data, right? Do you 17 Q. DidWayne LaPierre promote NRATV at the
18 know what kind of equipment you would need to 18 board meetings?
19 transfer that kind of data? 19 A. I'm not playing games with you, Dave. |
20 A. Dol know specifically what it would 20 don't know what you mean by "promote," but Wayne --
21 take? 21  Waynetalked about in the finance committee
22 Q. Yeah. 22 meetings, we talked about the fact that we were
Page 286 Page 288
1 A. No. 1 given-- oh, | forget what you cal it, it's not
2 Q. Okay. 2 interaction, | forget what it's called, how many
3 A. Dol know that it's not going to be $1.8 3 peoplelooked at it, how many people watched the
4 million for either the receiver or the transmission, 4 whole video versus a portion of it, and --
5 vyeah, | know that. Because |'vetransferred alot 5 engagements| think iswhat it was called. And he
6 of datamyself, but not -- | don't know what a 6 mentioned that we weretrying to get -- what we
7 petabyteis, so | can't say that, but... 7 ultimately needed and wanted to truly evaluate the
8 Q. And there's studio equipment that 8 investment was how many unique visitors did we have
9 Ackerman McQueen used for NRATV. Isthereany | 9 toit. Andwe -- and we were never able to get
10 discussion about what's happened to that equipment? |10 that.
11 A. | don't even know who ownsthe 11 Q. And that's something different from how
12 equipment. 12 many engagements were logged on?
13 Q. Okay. Hasthe board had any discussions 13 A. Asl understand it, yes.
14 about the return of NRA data, NRATV property? |14 Q. Okay. And that's one of the reasonsyou
15 A. Theboard has never discussed it, unless 15 hired the former Google analyst to work on that
16 they did when | wasin therestroom, and | seriously |16 issue; isthat right?
17 doubt that happened. 17 A. Includingthat issue. | can't say that
18 Q. Soto your knowledge, you know nothing 18 wasthe only thing she wasto look at, but that was
19 about the issue of the return of NRA property; is 19 one of the things she was going to try to find out.
20 that fair to say? 20 Q. And can we pin down when that employee
21 A. Correct. 21 washired?
22 Q. And that's because it hasn't been 22 A. | don't know.
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1 Q. Wasit 2017, 2018? 1 AcMc budget?
2 A. | don't know. 2 A. It appeared somewhere on there. | don't
3 Q. Norecollection? 3 know if it was AcMc or | know you guys have some
4 A. No. No. Because, see, | didn't know 4 other subsidiaries. | just don't know.
5 shewashired. | knew nothing about this until the 5 Q. Soisityour understanding that the
6 allegation about some kind of harassment or 6 concerns about the analytics, the viewership of
7 whatever, | don't know, | don't know the proper 7 NRATV, was never discussed at the same time as the
8 terminology, vis-a-vis Josh. And that'swhen | 8 budget approval processfor NRATV was going on; is
9 said, what the heck isthis about? That's when | 9 that your understanding?
10 found out. 10 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
11 Q. Canwe pin down the time when the NRA 11 A. No, that'snot. Infact, it'sjust the
12 became concerned about whether or not it was getting |12 opposite.
13 accurate information about NRATV? 13 Q. Okay.
14 A. | cant. | cantell you--infact, I'd 14 A. That was brought up in some, but not
15 haveto say, | don't know that it was ever 15 dl, finance committee meetings. Now, not all of
16 discussed, thisisn't right or anything like that. 16 them are budget meetings. We only have typically
17 It was more a matter, we need additional information |17 one, sometimes two budget meetings.
18 in order to know -- to evaluate the value of it. 18 But finding out how much this
19 Q. Who was saying they needed additional 19 thing -- we knew we were spending alot of money.
20 information; was that Wayne LaPierre? 20 We knew that one of the things wasto be ableto --
21 A. Wadll, it was being discussed by Waynein 21 if we had enough readership -- I'm sorry,
22 thefinance committee meeting, and frankly, itwas |22 viewership, that we could sell advertising. So we
Page 290 Page 292
1 somebody elsethat was kind of explaining someof | 1 wanted to know, what's the viewership, when do we
2 theterminology that few, if any, of uson the 2 Qet to that magic point when we can sell
3 committee were familiar with. 3 advertising? And that's avery broad-brush,
4 But | don't remember who that was. 4 inartful way to say it, but | mean, that's the best
5 Q. lIsitfair to say that despite those 5 | cando.
6 discussions of needing more information, that the 6 Q. Degspitethefact that you hadn't gotten
7 finance committee would approve or recommend pretty | 7 to that point where you could sell advertising, the
8 substantial expenditures on NRATV; isthat right? 8 budget for NRATV was continuing to be approved and
9 A. No, that'snot right. 9 expanded; isthat right?
10 We looked at the budget. We 10 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
11 evauated the budget. Wetalked to the different 11 A. Wedid not approve any budget. Wedid
12 department heads. How did you achieve your budget? |12 not single out NRATV. It was part -- it was part of
13 How -- what are your plans for making budget, if it |13 some other lineitem. The approval of the overall
14 wasarevenue source. What's your plan for 14 budget, we would make a recommendation to the entire
15 achieving the budget, if it's just an expense 15 board, we recommend that you adopt this, and then
16  segment. 16 the board will adopt it.
17 But we never got drilled down to the 17 Q. Okay. Andyou never -- the finance
18 point where, okay, here'sthe AcMc bill -- or I'm 18 committee never recommended that because of
19 sorry, here'sthe AcMc proposed budget or the PR |19  questions about viewership, that the NRATV budget
20 proposed budget, or whatever it was called, downto |20 should be reduced?
21 theindividua component parts. Wedidn'tdothat. |21 A. No. But again, wedid not have aline
22 Q. And NRATV was acomponent part of the 22 itemfor NRATV budgets. That'swhy we didn't

www.L exitasl egal.com/Premier

Lexitas 888-267-1200 (73) Pages 289 - 292

APP0938



Caé,??é\éryr%éﬁ\ﬁ%ge?eﬁ'GBK Document 280-23 Filed 07/06/21 Page 76 of 89 Pagel'[_)e%t%g'ry Cf%gg
Page 293 Page 295
1 recommend that. There was no such lineitem. 1 Q. Did Wayne LaPierre make presentations
2 Q. Butdoesit make sensetoyou, isit 2 about NRATYV to the board members?
3 fairto say, that if there were concerns about being 3 A. Wayneoccasiondly, during the main
4 mided about the NRATYV viewership, that youhada | 4 board meeting, will have avideo of what we're
5 meansto reduce the budget or cut the budget; is 5 doing, okay, and he will focus on somethings. |
6 that right? 6 mean, he can't do everything with 170-plus programs,
7 A. That's -- the premise of your question 7 plusthe LA stuff. Whether or not he ever did it
8 isnot correct. When | said it was discussed in 8 onNRATV, he may have, | just don't remember.
9 there, it's not as though we went down and said, 9 Q. Didheever show clips of NRATV
10 look at the numbersfor NRATV. Somewhereitwould |10 information at board meetings?
11 beaquestion by one of the finance committee 11 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
12 meetings -- meetings. I'm sorry. Finance committee |12 A. A clip of -- I'm sorry.
13 members, where are we with NRATV? When arewegoing |13 Q. NRATV clipsor NRATV dataon a screen so
14 to start generating revenue? Something to that 14 that the board could see NRATYV information?
15 effect. It wasnot like, okay, the treasurer or the 15 A. | don't recall anything for data, no.
16 chairman of the finance committee says, okay, now |16 We saw clipsof videos. | don't know where they
17 we'regoing to talk about NRATV. That wasnotthe |17 were going to be shown. | don't know if it was
18 case. It awayscame up inthe -- what | would 18 going to be on their own website or part of NRATV, |
19 loosely refer to asthe Q& A session at the end of 19 don't know. But | mean, we saw clips. Likethe
20 thefinance committee meeting. 20 "Lifeof Duty" clip. We had that. Oh, God, going
21 Q. Okay. Didyou get an answer from anyone 21 al theway back to Katrina. We had clips of our
22 astowhen they thought it might begin to generate |22 folksin New Orleans during the gun confiscation.
Page 294 Page 296
1 revenue for promotional or advertising sales? 1 So that kind of stuff is
2 A. | don'trecall ever getting a specific, 2 periodically shown, but | can't -- | don't know that
3 okay, here'sthe drop-dead date. | do remember 3 weweretold whereit would be presented.
4 somebody, | don't know if it was-- | don't know who | 4 Well, okay. | haveto qualify that.
5 itwas. It could have been the chair -- it wouldn't 5 Some of the things that we saw, the campaign-related
6 have beenthe chair. Might have beenthetreasurer. | 6 stuff, we knew where that was going to go. We were
7 Might have been somebody else. Sayingthat, you | 7 goingto beusing that inthe ILA marketsthat they
8 know, AcMc tellsus were doing great, and you know, | 8 decide, you know, for campaign purposes, where we
9 thenumbersaregreat. So it'slooking good, but 9 needtorunit.
10 never gave usanumber -- | mean, adate. I'm 10 Q. You'rereferring to the lobbying arm,
11 sorry. 11 ILA --
12 Q. Sowould it befair to say that Ackerman 12 A. Yes.
13 McQueen never promised by any certain dateit would |13 Q. -- of the NRA?
14 dtart to generate revenue through advertisement 14 A. Yes
15 sales? 15 Q. So NRATV was useful to NRA-ILA's
16 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 16 lobbying efforts and political election efforts; is
17 A. I don't know if they ever promised that 17 that fair?
18 tosomebody else. They didn't promiseit to me. 18 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
19 Q. Okay. To your knowledge, did Ackerman 19 A. | don't know. Becauselikel said, |
20 McQueen attend the finance committee meetings, and |20 never watched NRATYV.
21 make presentations? 21 What we weretold in finance, and
22 A. No. 22 sometimesin legidative policy committee, was that
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1 hereareour ads. We're going to run them in the 1 makethat call?
2 markets where we can make a difference. Andthat, | 2 A. No.
3 tome wasdarn surenot NRATV. Wehadtobuy air | 3 Q. Evenin approving budgets, would it be
4 timein whatever cities we were going to run it. 4 asked to make the call, isit worth this amount of
5 Q. Didthe NRATYV studios produce those -- 5 the budget?
6 A. | don'tknow. 6 A. Agan, there's no separate line item for
7 Q. -- advertisements? 7 that.
8 A. | don't know. 8 Q. Okay.
9 Q. Didthe-- did NRATV getinvolved in any 9 A. TheNRA board isrequired to approve the
10 fund raising efforts for the NRA? 10 budget, which would include -- | don't remember how
11 A. I don't know. | know that part of what 11  weever caledit, advertising, PR, | don't know.
12  weweretold -- you know, the mativation for NRATV |12 But, yeah, the board wasinvolved in that decision,
13 wasto sell advertising or recruit members or 13 but not drilled down to the detail of NRATV.
14 whatever, but whether or not it was actually done, | |14 Q. Do you recall representations being made
15 don't know. 15 that NRATV had millions of viewers?
16 Q. Did there come atimeto your knowledge 16 A. Yeah. Yeah.
17 when Wayne LaPierre decided that NRATV wasno longer |17 Q. Where did those representations take
18 aworthwhile project? 18 place?
19 A. Youdhaveto ask Wayneif he cameto 19 A. Would have been in finance. Would have
20 that conclusion. Obviously, at some point, we 20 been in finance committee meetings by whoever was
21 stopped using it. But the process, what he thought, |21 talking to AcMc trying to get that information.
22 when, | can't tell you. 22 Q. So it was secondhand?
Page 298 Page 300
1 Q. What about in your mind, did there come 1 A. Oh,yeah.
2 atime when you thought that the investment in NRATV | 2 Q. Not from Ackerman McQueen directly?
3 wasnot worth it? 3 A. Correct.
4 A. | can't say that it wasn't worth it, 4 Q. And do you have any idea who was working
5 that | thought that, because | didn't have enough 5 with Ackerman McQueen on that issue?
6 information to know one way or the other. Ifwehad | 6 A. | don't.
7 gotten the data that we wanted; that is, how many 7 Q. Would that person have been Wayne
8 unigue viewersiswhat you care about. | mean, if 8 LaPierre?
9 every timeyou click a page on awebsite, that 9 A. Sincel don't know who was doingit, |
10 countsasahit. But that's not a unique visitor. 10 can't answer that.
11 Without that data, there's no way 11 Q. Fair enough.
12 for meto say, yeah, | thought it was worth it or 12 Did you personally receive any
13 not. 13 communication from Ackerman McQueen about the -- how
14 Q. Didyou make requests for datato make 14 well NRATV was performing?
15 that call? 15 A. No. Tomy knowledge, | never had a
16 A. Mepersonaly? 16 conversation with anybody from AcMc. | wouldn't
17 Q. Yes. 17 know thefolksif | saw them.
18 A. No. Tomakethat call. | -- that's not 18 Q. Okay. | asowanted to follow up on
19 my call to make. | have never beenin apositionon |19 Lexington and Concord. Y ou mentioned that that
20 the NRA board to be able to decide here'swhere 20 was-- your understanding that wasto create a
21 we're goingto advertise. That's not my call. 21 for-profit entity to collect commissions from the
22 Q. Wasthe NRA board in general asked to 22 Carry Guard program; is that right?

www.L exitasl egal.com/Premier

Lexitas 888-267-1200 (75) Pages 297 - 300

APP0940



-CV- G- - i |@3Cotton
Caégfgéryrg a%%gge% G-BK Document 280-23 Filed 07/06/21 Page 78 of 89 Pagelpe‘g@s&a

ruary 7, 2020

Page 301 Page 303

1 A. Weweregoing to set up what they termed 1 not part of aplanto move. | don't even know what

2 acaptive for-profit entity. | believe the name -- 2 it would take to move.

3 I'veheard the name Lexington Concord. | think that | 3 Q. Wereyou aware that one of the thingsit

4 waswhat it was going to be called, but | may be 4 would take to moveisto ensurethat all of the

5 wrong on that. 5 vendors and their contracts were in compliance for

6 Q. Andyouaso--isitfair to say that 6 what might be an audit by New Y ork beforeit could

7 you were also aware of along-range planto change | 7 beallowed to closeits charter there?

8 the charter from New Y ork to some other state? 8 A. | don't know what New York law ison

9 A. No. | -- and the reason I'm chuckling 9 that, but that sounds reasonable.

10 isbecausel -- for 19 years-- well, 18 years back 10 Q. Okay. Wereyou aware of aplan to
11 then, | was saying, go to Texas, but nobody took me |11  actually go forward and have a renewed compliance
12 serioudly. 12 effort with vendorsin 2018?
13 Q. Okay. And asalawyer, and now more 13 A. Okay. That'swhen -- that's the time
14 recently as chairman of the audit committee, noone |14 when we learned that the New York AG was coming
15 took your suggestion seriously? 15 after us, and yeah, we were absolutely -- we wanted
16 A. No, they just figured that crazy old 16 togetin compliance with every aspect of New Y ork
17 Texaslawyer wantsto go home. 17 not-for-profit law, not just vendors, anything else
18 Q. And-- 18 that may be required.
19 A. Andinfarnesstothem, | never went in 19 Q. What were some of the other steps that
20 and grabbed them by the collar and said, we got move |20 were required?
21 out of New York, We got to go to Texas. It was 21 A. | don't know.
22 adways, what the heck arewe doingin New York? |22 Q. You mentioned that was afocus of your

Page 302 Page 304

1 It'skind of like the -- | don't know if you guys 1 entiretime on the audit committee. Apart from

2 ever saw that commercial up here, but back in Texas, | 2 vendors, what other steps were you involved in as

3 they used to run the picante commercial. You know, | 3 far ascleaning up New York -- | mean, the NRA's

4 wheredid you get your picante? New York City? Get | 4 records?

5 arope. 5 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.

6 You know, it was said in that vein. 6 A. Wehired the Brewer firm to tell us what

7 Get the heck out of Dodge. 7 needsto bedone. | don't recall anything now other

8 Q. Soisitfair to say that that plan to 8 than getting all of the vendorsin compliance,

9 movethe NRA's charter state from New York to 9 making sure we had the appropriate backup, so when
10 somewhere else was not discussed in board meetings |10 they comein here, they can say, okay, yeah, that's
11 or audit committee meetings or finance committee |11  whereitis.

12  meetings? 12 Our related party transaction policy

13 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 13 and procedures were okay.

14 A. There-- to my knowledge, thereis-- is 14 If there's anything else that we had

15 no plan, nor was there ever aplan. Other board 15 todo, | have not been advised of it, and it would
16 members, and | can't even tell you what meetings, |16 have-- if there was anything else, | guess they
17 frankly, could have been the big board meeting, 17 would have talked to the department heads that need
18 could have been acommittee meeting, wouldalso |18 todoit.

19 throw out there, what the heck arewe doingin New |19 Q. Do you know how many retainer agreements
20 York because of the State of New Y ork coming after |20 the Brewer firm has with the NRA?

21 us. But those were comments by the board members |21 A. | don't.

22 who were wondering, why the heck arewein New York, |22 Q. Do you know if there's more than one?
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1 A. | know there's more than one because 1 from the Pincus deposition. The documents you
2 more than one came to the audit committee. 2 turned over --
3 Q. Do you know how many came to the audit 3 MR. COLLINS: Okay.
4 committee? 4 MR. DICKIESON: -- from The Torrent.
5 A. No,dir, | don't. 5 Q. Youdon't recall receiving this as one
6 Q. Sinceyou've been an unpaid officer of 6 of the members of the board of directors on April
7 the NRA, have you had to acknowledge retainer 7 29, 2019?
8 agreements with the Brewer firm? 8 A. From one of the board members?
9 A. Yes 9 Q. Widl, thisissent to the NRA board of
10 Q. Do you know how many of those you've had 10 directors.
11 to acknowledge? 11 A. It'saddressed tothem. | don't recall
12 A. No. That'swhy | say, | know there's 12 it, and there'sno indication if or how it was
13 been multiple, but | can't tell you if it's 13 transmitted.
14 multiples of two or ten. | don't know. 14 Q. Okay. Thisdocument found itsway in
15 Q. Allright. | believeit was Carolyn 15 what | call the dark web along with a number of NRA
16 Meadows who testified that she thought it was 16 internal documents. Have you investigated that dark
17 between 10 and 12 retainer agreements. Doesthat |17 website that had a bunch of NRA internal documents?
18 seem about right? 18 A. I'm pretty computer literate and
19 A. No, that seems excessive to me, but she 19 internet literate, but | couldn't get on the dark
20 may beright, and | may bewrong, but | don't think |20 web if my life depended on it.
21 S0 21 Q. Haveyou heard that there was a number
22 Q. Excessivein the sense that it'stoo 22 of NRA documents that were placed there that the
Page 306 Page 308
1 many and they should never have hired them for that | 1  presswas essentially getting access to?
2 many, or just that's not the right number? 2 A. No. Not until you just mentioned it.
3 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 3 Q. Okay. You don't know anything about
4 A. That'sjust not the right number. 4 something called The Torrent?
5 Q. Okay. | washoping for the first 5 A. No. Isthat something on the dark web?
6 answer. 6 Q. I'msaying, "dark web," | don't know.
7 Let'slook at the next exhibit, 18. 7 A. Wadl, no. Wherever it may be, | don't
8 (Cotton Exhibit 18, Open letter to NRA Board of 8 know.
9 Directors, Lander, 4.29.2019, was marked for 9 MR. COLLINS: So you both don't know
10 identification.) 10 what you're talking about.
11 Q. For therecord, Exhibit 18 isan April 11 A. No, | thought the dark -- well, I'm not
12 29, 2019 open letter to the NRA board of directors |12 going to say that on the record.
13 from Andrew Lander, NRA life member, NRA senior |13 Q. Wasthere any effort to investigate the
14 training counselor, NRA staff alumni 2004 to 2018. |14 source of leaksto the pressin April and May of
15 Do you know who Andrew Lander is? 15 2019?
16 A. | donot. 16 A. | don't know of any. | would assume
17 MR. COLLINS: Could you hold on a 17 that the answer to that isyes, but | don't know of
18 second. | would just note for the record that it 18 anything.
19 doesn't seem to have a Bates number on it, so | 19 Q. Do you know if there were efforts by the
20 don't know where it came from. 20 Brewer law firm to hire technical peopleto dig into
21 Go ahead and answer. 21 TheTorrent?
22 MR. DICKIESON: | believe this came 22 MR. COLLINS: Objection. You can
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1 answer that yes or no. 1 Colonel North.
2 A. | don't know. 2 Q. That had this attached to it?
3 Q. Okay. 3 A. That had an attach -- well, it was a
4 THE WITNESS: | was trying not to 4 lengthy e-mail, and there was an attachment that the
5 jump out ahead of you like I'vebeen doing all day. | 5 body of the e-mail said was his contract with AcMc,
6 MR. COLLINS: Yeah, you did well. 6 and| don't recall if that e-mail said there was any
7 Q. Sotoyour knowledge, your assumption is 7 other attachments beyond that. That's the only
8 that the leaks came from Ackerman McQueen without | 8 thing | can tell you about it. | did not open any
9 having any knowledge about the source of documents | 9 of the attachments.
10 for The Torrent; isthat fair? 10 Q. Why isthat?
11 A. | don't know what The Torrentis. It's 11 A. Because he had beeninsisting all along,
12 fair to say that | believe that Ackerman McQueenhas |12 to other people as well as me, he could not produce
13 leaked stuff. | believe that there have been leaks 13 the AcMc contract without AcMc's written approval
14 frominsidethe NRA. And that's the sum total of 14 because there was a confidentiality provisionin it.
15 what | can say about that. 15 And when | got this out of the blue,
16 Q. Both? 16 thee-malil -- if we're talking about the same
17 A. Boaoth. 17 thing -- got that e-mail out of the blue on the eve
18 Q. Okay. And canyou point to any 18 of -- | don't know if it was on the eve of the
19 particular document that was leaked by Ackerman |19 annua meeting week or what, | sent an e-mail back
20 McQueen? 20 to him, and told him, | said, Colonel North, | have
21 A. No. 21 deleted your e-mail and purged -- and the attachment
22 Q. Okay. 22 and purged it from my recycle bin. The audit
Page 310 Page 312
1 (Cotton Exhibit 19, letter, 6.12.2019, 1 committee can use the copy that you've sent to John
2 Sullivan/Frazer, NRA-AMc_00065111-139, wasmarked | 2 Frazer.
3 foridentification.) 3 And | explained -- | don't remember
4 Q. Let'shave marked as Exhibit 19 a letter 4 thewording, but | explained in there, I'm doing
5 from Williams & Connolly, Brendan Sullivanto John | 5 this because you told me that there was a
6 Frazer. For therecord, this document was produced | 6 confidentiality provision in there, and | didn't
7 by the NRA, Bates Stamped Number NRA-AMc_65111to | 7 want to bein aposition that if it ever got out,
8 65139. 8 that, you know, Cotton had a copy of it.
9 Have you seen this letter before? 9 Q. I'mawareof that. | think thisisa
10 A. | havenot. 10 different situation. Thisis after he had turned
11 Q. If you could go to page 65131. 11 over hiscontract on April 11th, asaleged in the
12 A. 121? 12 amended first complaint.
13 Q. 131. 13 A. Okay.
14 A. Okay. = I
15 Q. Thisisaletter from Oliver North and H
16 Richard Childress, the NRA president and NRA first 1 [ EGCNGG
17  vice president respectively, to you and to John 'y ]
18 Frazer; do you see that? n
19 A. Yes n I
20 Q. Do you recall receiving this letter m
21 around April 18, 20197 n I
22 A. | believe| received an e-mail from m
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1 8 Q. Let'shave marked asthe next exhibit,

| DN o 20, someof the comments

m T 10 (Cotton Exhibit 20, TexasCHL forum.com, An Important

u 11  Message to NRA Members 1/7, was marked for

n D > idenification)

m T 13 Q. Do you see your commentsin this stream

'y ] 14  of messages on the TexasCHL forum on Exhibit 20?

m I (5 A. Onthefirst page?

m T 16 Q. | believeit spills over to the second

'y ] 17 page. It starts-- see your picture there? Topic

m I  1¢  author, Charles Cotton

m 19 A. You need to understand how that works.

um 20 There's none of my comments on the first page.

H I o: Q. No, butl believeit starts on the top

n DS 22 Of thesecond page

www.L exitasl egal.com/Premier Lexitas 888-267-1200 (80) Pages 317 - 320
APP0945



-CV- G- - i leeyCotton
Caégfgérynga%%ggeﬁew Document 280-23 Filed 07/06/21 Page 83 of 89 Pagelpe%@e@

ruary 7, 2020

Page 321

A. Yeah.

Q. Andisit fair to say that your comment
is"Theleft lies about everything. Truthisa
liberal value and truth is a conservative value, but
it has never been aleft-wing value. People on the
left say whatever advances their immediate agenda.
Power istheir moral lodestar; therefore, truth is
aways subservient to it."

Is that your comment?

A. No.

Q. Isit your comment below --

12 A. Look atit. It'ssaid, "By Dennis

13 Prager." | don't know who that is.

14 Q. You're not quoting Dennis Prager in

15 that?

16 A. Not me.

17 Q. Isitbelow -- isit a statement --

18 whereit'ssigned "Chas," isthat your statement,

19 "You can accept or reject whatever you wish"?

20 A. Yes.

21 Q. "The continued existence of the NRA is

22 at stake, so | want the best attorney for the job in

Page 323

Page 322

New Y ork and against the most powerful government
officialsin New Y ork, that means Bill Brewer. If
you needed delicate brain surgery to survive and the
best guy was a donor to the Democrat Party, | bet
you wouldn't choose aless-qualified surgeon.”
That's your comment, right?

A. That's my comment.

Q. Isitfair to say that you would support
the Brewer firmin -- on this forum?

A. | wasresponding to attacks that were
being made against Bill. Well, against the firm,
not Bill.

Q. Wéll, you refer to Bill Brewer himself
in there; isthat right?

A. Yes.

Q. So getting back to Exhibit 19, the April
18th letter, thisis not the letter that you deleted
because it contained Lieutenant Colonel Oliver
North's AcMc contract; is that right?

A. Dave, | don't -- | deleted an e-mail
with attachments. | thought the only attachment was
his contract, but | may be mistaken.

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
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Thanks for the e-mail. Y our contract will be taken
care of during the audit committee meeting and |
don't anticipate any problem.”

A. Correct.

Q. Do you know why you didn't anticipate

any problem as of April 12th?
A. Becausel till believed the contract

was going to show he was an independent contractor.
Q. Had you received the contract by that

point?

A. It was attached to thise-mail, but as||
explained earlier, | deleted it because of that
confidentiality provision.

Q. Soyoudidn't want to view the contract
before you went to the audit committee?

A. | wanted toreview it. | didn't want to
be in possession of a document that he said hasa
confidentiality provision, and that he can't produce
without AcMc written approval. | didn't have that

approval.

Q. Okay. There something -- you see that
below your e-mail message, there's a message from

Page 327

MS. LANDES: Okay.
(Cotton Exhibit 21, e-mail chain, Cotton/North,
4,12.2019, NRA-AMc_ 0005043, was marked for
identification.)
Q. Let'sgo tothe next exhibit, 21, which
isan e-mail to Oliver North to Charles Cotton dated
April 12, 2019.
MS. PINTO: Other way around,
Charles Cotton to Oliver North.
Q. Correct, from Charles Cotton to Oliver
North. Just for the record, this shows thisis from
Charles@Cottonfamily.com. That's you, correct?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. That'sthe email address you primarily
19 usefor NRA business?
20 A. Yeah.
21 Q. Doyourecal telling Colonel North on
22 April 12, 2019, the following: "Hi, Colonel North.
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11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Ollie North to John Frazer and to you, where he's
attaching the -- his contract, isthat right, on

April 11th?

A. Hecertainly sent mean e-mail. |
presume thisisit, but he sent me an e-mail
transmitting the contract.

Q. Okay. Andisthere anythingin there
that saysthat thisis a confidential contract,

that --

A. Nothing in this, but he had told me

multiple times.

Q. That it was confidential ?
A. Yeah, that there was a confidentiality

provision.

Q. And so onceyou received it, you didn't
want to look at it because it was -- you knew it was

confidential ?

A. No, | didn't want to look at it
because -- | didn't want it on my computer because
Ollie had repeatedly said there was a
confidentiality provision. | can't release it
without written authorization by AcMc, and | didn't

Page 328
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1 have that written authorization, so | was not going 1 A. Oh, I'm not sure what you're getting at.
2 tobeinapositionto openit, and if it got leaked 2 John Frazer told me he did not have the contract
3 someplace, I'm on thelist of suspects. That wasn't | 3 prior to this.
4 going to happen. 4 Q. Yes. Do you understand the distinction
5 Q. Okay. Areyou -- you're aware that the 5 that he actually went to the office and looked at
6 lawsuit against Ackerman McQueen by theNRA was | 6 it?
7 filed on April 12th, the same day that you sent this | 7 A. Oh, I'm sorry. That's what you mean.
8 message back to Oliver North, correct? 8 | -- okay.
9 A. Correct. 9 Q. Yes
10 Q. Andin that lawsuit, you made the 10 A. He said something about he was going to
11 allegation that Ackerman McQueen and Oliver North |11 go or trying to go or something to that effect, but
12 had not turned over his contract; is that right? 12 that'sall | know.
13 A. | found that out later, yes. 13 Q. Sohedidn't tell you that he had
14 Q. Had anyone discussed with you whether or 14 actually gonein February and looked at the
15 not you had received Oliver North's contract prior |15 contract?
16 tofiling that lawsuit? 16 A. WEéll, he-- hetold methat as of this
17 A. No, because no one expected Ollie North 17 e-mail, we didn't have the contract.
18 todoit. 18 Q. Okay. Did hetell you that he could --
19 Q. And what do you base that statement on? 19 that it was his belief that it was an independent
20 A. I'msorry? 20 contractor contract in April of 2019, before he
21 Q. What do you base that statement on, what 21 received the contract?
22 everyone's expectations were? 22 A. | don'trecall him saying anything like
Page 330 Page 332
1 A. Why would Ollie North send a contract to 1 that.
2 mewhen he steadfastly said, | can't do it? 2 Q. Okay.
3 Q. Whenyou say "he steadfastly,” were 3 A. Part and part of the discussion I've had
4 you -- | think you mentioned -- | think you saidyou | 4 with Ollie was the committee has got to have the
5 were not aware that he had provided the contractto | 5 contract so we canlook at it. We had already gone
6 John Frazer in February of 2019? 6 by someone else's viewing of the thing in our
7 A. No. No. | -- what isthe date here? 7 September 2018. We needed the real thing.
8 You'retalking about thisletter? 8 Q. Who was that somebody else who had
9 Q. No. No. 9 viewed the contract?
10 A. Wdl, I --1 don't know of his contract 10 A. That'swhat | said earlier, | can't
11 being provided to anyone within the NRA cther than |11 remember. You'retelling meit was Hart. Y ou may
12 attached to thisletter. | mean, | -- thise-mail. 12 beright. | don't know.
13 Q. Soyoudon't know that it was provided 13 MR. DICKIESON: Let'stake a
14 to Steve Hart, you don't know that it was provided |14 three-minute break, and I'll seeif | have got
15 to John Frazer; isthat right? 15 anything more.
16 A. John Frazer told me he did not have it 16 MR. COLLINS: Okay.
17  until thise-mail. 17 (RECESS, 5:55 p.m. - 6:01 p.m.)
18 Q. Okay. Did John Frazer tell you he had 18 MR. DICKIESON: Back on the record.
19 not seen it until that e-mail? 19 BY MR. DICKIESON:
20 A. I'msorry? 20 Q. Looking back at Exhibit 21, and you say
21 Q. Did John Frazer tell you he had not seen 21 onApril 12, 2019, that you don't anticipate any
22 it until that e-mail of April 12th? 22 problem.
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1 When did you first learn that Oliver 1 A. | know nothing about that.
2 North was an employee of Ackerman McQueen? 2 Q. Andwereyou aware that Wayne LaPierre
3 A. Itwas--it--1 mean, I'm not being 3 selected the cheaper plan, where he was an employee
4 flippant, it was after this, sometime before the -- 4 agreement rather than the more expensive independent
5 before the audit committee meeting, but | don't 5 contractor arrangement?
6 remember when John called me and let me know. 6 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form.
7 Q. Didyou ask for any advice asto what 7 A. I'mawarethat he did not do any such
8 theimportance of the status of employer contractas | 8 thing.
9 opposed to an independent contractor contract? 9 Q. Okay. Andwho told you that?
10 MR. COLLINS: Y ou can answer yes or 10 A. Wayne.
11 no. 11 Q. Okay. So hedid not select an employer
12 A. Wél, I'll say this: | knew that myself 12 arrangement to save money on health care expenses;
13 asan attorney. | did talk to Brewer about it, but 13 isthat your understanding?
14 obvioudly, | can't tell you that. 14 A. Hedidn't get involved in one plan or
15 Q. Okay. Soit'scertainly fair to say 15 theother.
16 that prior to April 12, 2019, it was your assumption (16 Q. All right.
17 that this was an independent contractor agreement |17 Were you aware that Oliver North's
18 that Oliver North had with Ackerman McQueen; isthat |18 wife had medical issues and medical expenses?
19 right? 19 A. | would -- as acourtesy, you know, |
20 A. Yeah. | mean, likel say, | can't tell 20 would ask him how hiswife'sdoing. Y ou know, |
21 you when Frazer called me about it, but | wassick |21  mean, we're both up in age, but | do that with half
22 aboutit. That'sthe reason at that meeting we 22 the board members.
Page 334 Page 336
1 didn't take any action. We wanted to give Ollie 1 (Cotton Exhibit 22, e-mail chain/attachment,
2 timeto do something so we could approveit. 2 Arulanandam/Fischer, 4.18.2019, NRA-AMc_0005053, was
3 Q. Wereyou aware of the reasons why Oliver 3 marked for identification.)
4 North requested employment status as opposed to 4 Q. Let'shave marked Exhibit 22 an e-mail
5 independent contractor? 5 dated April 18, 2019 from Andra Fischer to Andrew
6 A. | donot. 6 Arulanandam.
7 Q. Wereyou aware that he wanted health 7 THE WITNESS: Excuse mejust a
8 coverage for hiswife who wasill under the firm's 8 second. He'stryingto find out if there'san
9 hedlth care plan? 9 earlier -- ah.
10 A. They could have paid his health care 10 (Off therecord.)
11 premiums, if that was the deal. 11 Q. I'mshowingthisonly for alimited
12 Q. Asan independent contractor? 12 purpose. Looking at the second page, there's amemo
13 A. Sure. 13 from Wayne LaPierre, subject Outside Counsel. And
14 Q. Under aplan for acompany? 14 it statesin the first paragraph, "Asyou know, the
15 A. Oh, no, not under the group policy, but 15 association is confident that its retention of the
16 he could have gotten independent coverage. | assume |16 Brewer firmisvalid and acknowledged by the board.
17 healready had it. | don't know. 17 Indeed, we have obtained the opinion of an
18 Q. Wereyou aware that the term sheet 18 independent counsd to this effect.”
19 provided aternative costs under employment planor |19 Do you know anything about obtaining
20 anindependent contractor plan, and the differences |20 an independent counsel opinion on the retention of
21 inpay for the -- 21 the Brewer firm?
22 MR. COLLINS: Objection to the form. 22 A. I'msorry, Dave. Where are you?
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1 Q. Thefirst paragraph beginning with the 1 was. Butjust for clarification, this Tim Dickinson
2 second sentence. 2 isnot the one making that statement. It was made
3 A. Okay. 3 by board member Allen West.
4 Q. Do you know anything about gaining the 4 Q. Correct.
5 opinion of an independent counsel ? 5 A. Who didn't bother to attend the audit
6 A. Yeah, that'stheletter | wastalking 6 committee meeting where all of this was discussed.
7 about earlier. | didn't know who it was, but they 7 Q. And you think these were discussed --
8 looked into the validity of the contract. 8 which was -- what audit committee meeting was that?
9 Q. Okay. Did they look into the amount of 9 A. Thiswould have been the audit committee
10 thehills? 10 meeting at the -- conducted during the annual
11 A. That, | don't know. 11  meeting week.
12 Q. Okay. 12 MR. DICKIESON: Counsdl, | don't
13 (Cotton Exhibit 23, e-mail chain, 13 think we have seen that audit committee.
14 Dickinson/Arulanandam, 5.15.2019, 14 MS. LANDES: | can giveyou a
15 NRA-AMc_00069617-618, was marked for 15 collection date on that after.
16 identification.) 16 THE WITNESS: Y ou're not going to
17 Q. Let'shave marked as Exhibit 23 e-mails 17 have areport that talks about that because it was
18 involving Rolling Stone magazine. 18 dl in executive session.
19 A. Comeon, Davel Don't typethis. That's 19 MS. LANDES: Right. Right.
20 asfunny as Schumer. 20 BY MR. DICKIESON:
21 Q. In Exhibit 23, which is dated May 15, 21 Q. IsAllen West on the audit committee?
22 2019, subject NRA Leaked Documents, Tim Dickinsonof |22 A. No.
Page 338 Page 340
1 the Ralling Stone magazine senior writer isasking | 1 Q. So how would he know what's going on in
2 Andrew Arulanandam about the NRA leaked documents. | 2 executive session?
3 And his second paragraph thereis, "He says that 3 A. That'sthe point. Hedidn't bother to
4 Meadows and Cotton ‘outright lied' in saying the 4 attend the meeting. He was glad-handing trying to
5 board was fully briefed on the alleged spending 5 run for chair of the Texas Republican Party. He
6 improprietiesat NRA. These statements have 6 wasn't even there.
7 malicioudly, recklessly and purposely put me and 7 Q. So--butif thisis not information
8 uninformed board membersin legal jeopardy." 8 knownto all of the NRA board members, and it's done
9 Do you see that? 9 inexecutive session of the audit committee, how
10 A. | seeit. 10 would any non-audit committee member know about
11 Q. Doyou know what heisreferring to 11 these expenses?
12 about what he's calling Meadows and Cotton's 12 A. Any board member can attend our
13 outright lie? 13 committee meetings, even when they're in executive
14 A. He'sreferring to a press release that 14 session. The only peoplethat are excluded are
15 was sent out. 15 non-board members.
16 Q. Didyou prepare that pressrelease, or 16 Q. That's-- I'm pausing because that's
17 wasthat prepared for you? 17 different than what we have been told in other
18 A. | didn'ttypeit. | approvedit. 18 depositions.
19 Q. Isthat the pressrelease where you said 19 That's your understanding, is that
20 that the board members were fully aware of these |20 any NRA board member can attend any closed session
21 spending issues? 21 of any audit committee meeting?
22 A. | don't remember which pressrelease it 22 A. It'snot my understanding. It'sthe way
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1 | runthe audit committee. 1 ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF DEPONENT
2 Q. Okay. Isthat the way the finance 2
3 committeeisrun aswell? 3 |, CHARLES COTTON, do hereby acknowledge that
4 A. Yes. 4 | have read and examined the foregoing testimony,
5 Q. Okay. Isthereany effort to 5 andthe sameisatrue, correct and complete
6 disseminate among the non-attending board members | 6 transcription of the testimony given by me and any
7 what happensin the closed session of the audit 7 corrections appear on the attached Errata sheet
8 committee? 8 signed by me
9 A. Yes 9
10 Q. And how isthat done? 10
11 A. When | present the audit committee 11
12 report, | will advise -- in executive session, all 12 (DATE) (SIGNATURE)
13 non-board members haveto leave. | will advisethem |13
14 of thingsthat were discussed, but did not resultin |14
15 what we cal action items that would be reflected in |15
16 thereport. 16
17 And in this particular meeting, | 17
18 went over -- went over pretty much what | had said |18
19 inthe audit committee meeting. I'm sorry, not what |19
20 | said. What was discussed in the audit committee |20
21 meeting. And once you give your -- thisisnot just |21
22 me, thisiseverybody. Oncethechairmangivesa |22
Page 342 Page 344
1 report, then you stand for questions. ! CERTI FI GATE CF CORT REPORTER
2 Q. Andthat's during the general NRA board 2
3 meeting in executive session; is that what you're 3 ! Marjorie Peters, Registered Merit
4 saylng’) 4 Reporter, Certified Realtime Reporter, Notary Public
5 A. Yes. 5 the Commonweal th of Virginia, before whomthe
6 MR. DICKIESON: That's all the 6 foregoing deposition was taken, do hereby certify
7 questionsl have. 7 that the foregoing transcript is a true and correct
8 MR. COLLINS: Okay. well reserve 8 record of the testinony given;, that said testinony
9 our questions. 9 was taken by me stenographically and thereafter
10 (S|GNATURE not waived.) 10 reduced to typewiting under ny direction and that |
11 (CONCLUDED, 6:12 p_m_) 11 amneither counsel for, related to, nor enployed by
12 12 any of the parties to this case and have no
13 13 interest, financial or otherwise, in its outcomne.
14 14 I further certify that signature was not
15 15 waived by the witness.
16 16
17 17 IN W TNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto set ny
18 18 hand this 14th day of February, 2020.
19 19 i
20 20 (hefthne. sy
21 21
Marjorie Peters, RWVR, CRR
22 22 My Conmmission expires on Cctober 10, 2020.
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1 ERRATA SHEET
2 IN RE:
3 DEPONENT:
4 RETURN BY:

PAGE/ LI NE CORRECTI ON AND REASON

18 (DATE) ( DEPONENT S| GNATURE)

22  (DATE) (NOTARY PUBLI Q)
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